CHOOSING MY INVESTIGATION (Science Project)
Word of Advice:  

This is the most important step of your project!

 If you choose an idea that truly interests and challenges you, the experiment will be so much more fun.  Resist the temptation to choose a topic simply to have the task of choosing a topic out of the way.  Give this choice serious thought.  Ask yourself the following questions about any idea you are considering:

· Am I really interested in the outcome of my investigation?

· Does it pass the “So what?” test? (Does knowing the outcome matter to anyone?)

· Will I be able to get results that are measurable in some way? (Although qualitative data can be discussed in the conclusion, at least some quantitative, graphable results are required for this project.)

· Will I have enough materials to do at least five trials?

· Is it safe?

Once you have decided on your topic, choose one of the question frames below and fill in the independent variable and the dependent variable.

What is the effect of _________________________________ (independent variable) on ______________________________ (dependent variable)?

OR

How does ______________________________ (independent variable) affect ________________________________ (dependent variable)?

Adult Home Sponsor:

I have reviewed the requirements for topic selection for ___________________’s scientific investigation and approve of this topic.  I agree to support this student’s work on the project.  ____________________________________________

                                                    (Sponsor for project)

Note to sponsor:  All requirements for the project will be easily reviewable on the teacher’s website.  The project will be done in steps as homework assignments.  You will be responsible for reviewing the guidelines for each piece of the project as it becomes homework that is due.  After reviewing and having the student make any necessary changes, you will be asked to sign a paper to indicate that piece is ready.  All pieces of the project should be saved in a couple places (on the computer and on a flash, for example) to make sure they are available and not lost when January comes and the student is ready to assemble the pieces on a display board.  Thanks in advance for your participation in this child’s educational experience.

