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Unit Planning Organizer 

Subject(s) Social Studies Conceptual Lenses 
Grade/Course 7th Grade • Competition 

• Leadership  
• Innovation 

Unit of Study Unit 8 – 1945 – 1989 
Unit Title Brrrr… It’s Cold 
Pacing 17 days 
 

Unit Overview 
 

I. Questions Following WWII: 
� #1 What happens to Germany and Japan? 

o Japan: US occupation –McArthur, democratic ideals in government, constitutional 
monarchy, no war clause (Article 9), US rebuilds infrastructure and develops industry to 
boost economic situation – military tribunal held to address war crimes 

o Germany: 4 DMZ’s for Allied Powers, divide Berlin into East and West 
o Nuremberg Trials for war crimes, international trial 

 
� #2 What about the displaced people of Europe (30 mil refugees)? 

o Establishment of nation of Israel as homeland for Jews (effects of conflict) 
� Two-state solution – Palestine & Israel – two groups have rights to land, UN 

Partition Plan 
� Refugee problem continues… new location 

o US helped rebuild infrastructure to accommodate displaced Europeans 
 

� #3 What happens globally as a result of weakened European nations? 
o India’s independence in 1947 – Gandhi, Pakistan/India division 
o Southeast Asia – former colonies – Indochina 
o Middle East – Trans-Jordan, new independent nations created and struggle for power, 

decolonization (also applies in Africa) 
o Africa – Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa (possible examples) 

 
II. Cold War 

o Post WWII – 2 major world superpowers US & allies (democratic) vs. Soviet Union 
(communist) and nations they control 
 

USA vs. Soviet Union 
Capitalism (Market Economy) Communism (Command Economy) 
Free Will Individual 2nd to State 
Democratic Communist/Totalitarian 
Freedom of religion, speech, press, 
petition and assembly 

No individual freedoms 

o Competition spurs invention & FEAR- arms race & space race 
o Attempts to avoid global war…   

� Political & Economic Plans designed to address issues 



 

• Yalta Conference: Stalin, Church and Roosevelt � Stalin agrees to hold 
elections in Soviet controlled nations (but doesn’t), imposes communist 
governments in these Eastern European Nations � Iron Curtain – East 
(Communist) vs. West (Democratic) 

• World peace more likely when economies are stable and secure  
o European recovery act � “Marshall Plan” � US no longer 

isolationistic 
• Truman Doctrine…  US will support democracy 
• NATO 
• Warsaw Pact 

 
III. Cold War turns HOT 

� Korea: N=Communist, S=Democratic, we support South to ensure democracy � nothing 
changes 

� Cuban Missile Crisis: US has weapons in Turkey, Soviets feel they need weapons close to 
USA – place them in Cuba – US says NO WAY, Cuba says OKAY, we threaten nuclear 
action – Soviets back down & we pull weapons from Turkey 

� Vietnam: N = Communist, S= Democratic, we support the South to ensure democracy � we 
FAIL and leave – N takes over S, All of Vietnam then becomes communist 

 
IV. Cold War mellows out � Detente � super powers are too tired to keep going  

� Economic problems in USSR weaken their ability to “keep up” 
� 1980’s  Negotiations to limit nuclear weapons begin to slow competition- SALT (Strategic 

Arms Limitations Treaty) 
� 1989 Fall of the Berlin Wall = end of Cold War; 1992 USSR officially disbanded 
� Effects of the Cold War:   

� Economic consequences in Russia 
� Casualties & damages of wars  
� Establishment of US as main superpower in the world 
� Newly independent nations- Eastern European countries w/ successes & struggles 

 
 

 

Unit Enduring Understanding(s) Unit Essential Question(s) 

• Nations often go to great lengths to protect 
their way of life 

• Globalized competition and cooperation 
can accelerate the pace of innovation 

• What were the competing interests that 
challenged the peace of the postwar 
world? 

• How has increased globalization affected 
the pace of technology and innovation? 

 

 



 

Essential State Standards 
 

Priority Objectives Supporting Objectives 
 

• 7.H.2.1  Analyze the effects of social, 
economic, military and political conflict 
among nations, regions and groups. 

• 7.H.2.2  Evaluate the effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts and consensus building 
among nations, regions and groups. 

• 7.H.2.3  Explain how increased global 
interaction accelerates the pace of 
innovation in modern societies. 

• 7.E.1.3  Summarize the main 
characteristics of various economic 
systems. 

 

• 7.E.1.2  Explain the implications of 
economic decisions in national and 
international affairs. 

• 7.C&G.1.4  Compare the sources of 
power and governmental authority in 
various societies. 

• 7.C&G.1.2  Evaluate how the Western 
concept of democracy has influenced the 
political ideas of modern societies. 

 

 

 

“Unpacked” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

“Unpacked” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

COGNITION 
(RBT Level) 

• 7.H.2.1  the effects of social, 
economic, military and political 
conflict  

• 7.H.2.2  the effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts and 
consensus  

• 7.H.2.3 how increased global 
interaction accelerates the pace 
of innovation in modern 
societies. 

• 7.E.1.3  the main characteristics 
of various economic systems. 

 

• 7.H.2.1  Analyze the effects of 
social, economic, military and 
political conflict  

• 7.H.2.2  Evaluate the 
effectiveness of cooperative 
efforts and consensus building 

•  7.H.2.3  Explain how 
increased global interaction 
accelerates the pace of 
innovation  

• 7.E.1.3  Summarize 
characteristics of various 
economic systems. 

 

7.H.2.1   
Analyze  
 
 
 
7.H.2.2   
Evaluate 
 
 
7.H.2.3   
Understand 
 
 
 
7.E.1.3  
Understand 
 

 

 



 

Essential Vocabulary Enrichment Vocabulary 
• accommodate 
• “cold war” 
• containment 
• decolonization 
• demilitarized 
• displaced 
• homeland 
• infrastructure 
• negotiations 
• partition 
• refugee 

• collectivization 
• detente’ 
• “Third World” 
• developing nations  
• proliferation 

Enrichment Factual Content 
• Iron Curtain 
• Five Year Plan 
• Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) 
• Great Leap Forward 
• Cultural Revolution 
• Prague Spring 
• Hungarian Revolt 
• Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) 
• Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan  
• Perestroika  
• Glasnost 

 

 

 
Unit “Chunking”  

& Enduring 
Understandings 

 
Suggested Lesson 

Essential Questions 

 
Potential Factual Content 

 
North Carolina 

Essential 
Standards 

Questions 
following WWII 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happened in Japan 
following the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• General Douglas 
MacArthur & US 
occupation 

• Emperor lost political 
power 

• Creation of parliamentary 
democracy 

• Land-reform 
• “Economic Miracle” 
o Investment in industry 
o Educated workforce 
o High quality exports 
o Tariffs that limited 

imports 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

7.H.2.2  Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts 
and consensus 
building among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

7.C&G.1.2  
Evaluate how the 
Western concept of 
democracy has 
influenced the political 
ideas of modern 
societies. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How did the Allies deal 
with Germany at the end 
of WWII? 

• Nuremberg Trials 
• DMZ’s for Allied Powers 

 

7.H.2.1  Analyze the 
effects of social, 
economic, military and 
political conflict among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

7.H.2.2  Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts 
and consensus 
building among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

How did the United 
Nations address the issue 
of displaced Jews in 
Europe following WWII? 
 

• Establishment of Israel as 
homeland for the Jews 

• UN Partition Plan- 
Palestine & Israel 
 
 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

 

How effective was the UN 
Partition Plan in solving 
the issue of Jewish 
displacement? 
 
 
 
 
 

• Rightful owners of the 
land?  Palestinians or 
Jews? 

• Conflicts over control of 
lsrael/Palestine:  Examples 
include- 
o May 1948 
o Six Day War 
o Yom Kippur War 
o Conflicts over West 

Bank 
• International tensions 

created by creation & 
support of Israel 

• Palestinian refugee issue 
 

7.H.2.2  Evaluate 
the effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts 
and consensus 
building among 
nations, regions and 
groups.  

How did WWII affect 
European imperialism? 

• European nations 
weakened by WWII 

• Colonies begin to gain/fight 
for independence 

• Examples include- 
o India, 1947 
o Southeast Asia- 

Indochina 
o Middle East- Trans-

Jordan 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

 



 

o Africa- Nigeria, Kenya, 
South Africa 

What challenges did 
former European colonies 
face as they became 
independent nations? 

• Political struggles- how to 
self-govern and who 
should govern 

• Economic struggles  
• Cultural tensions  

 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

Cold War What were the main 
differences between the 
USA & the USSR that 
created tension following 
WWII? 

• USA- 
o Capitalism (Market 
Economy) 
o Free Will 
o Democratic  
o Freedom of religion, 
speech, press, petition & 
assembly 

• USSR- 
o Communism (Command 
Economy) 
o Individual is 2nd to 
desires of the State 
o Communist/Totalitarian 
o No individual freedoms 

 

7.C&G.1.4  
Compare the sources 
of power and 
governmental 
authority in various 
societies. 

7.E.1.3  Summarize 
the main 
characteristics of 
various economic 
systems. 

How effective were the 
political and economic 
plans developed following 
WWII? 
 
 
 

• Yalta Conference  
• Marshall Plan 
• Truman Doctrine 
• NATO 
• Warsaw Pact 
• *** Be sure students are 

EVALUATING 
effectiveness… not simply 
learning what these were 

7.H.2.2  Evaluate 
the effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts 
and consensus 
building among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

How did the Cold War 
impact technology and 
innovation  around the 
world? 
 
 

• Space Race- 
o Sputnik 
o Apollo missions 

• Arms Race- 
o Atomic bomb � 

hydrogen bomb 
o Thermonuclear weapons 

• Satellites  
 

7.H.2.3  Explain how 
increased global 
interaction accelerates 
the pace of innovation 
in modern societies. 

 



 

Cold War Heats 
Up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What were the causes & 
the effects of the Korean 
War? 
 

• After Japan’s defeat in 
WWII, Korean was divided 
by the Allies @ the 38th 
parallel.  

• Soviets occupied N Korea, 
Americans occupied S 
Korea 

• 1950, N Korea invades S 
Korea  

• UN Forces partnered with 
American & S Korean 
forces to push into N Korea 

• China joins N Korea and 
pushes UN/US troops back 
to 38th parallel 

• Stalemate 
• Armistice 
• S Korea recovers and 

prospers with market 
economy 

• N Korea holds fact to hard-
line communism, economic 
growth is slow.  Isolated 
and poor 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

 

How did the US respond 
to the Soviet decision to 
place nuclear missiles in 
Cuba? 
 
 
 

• Fidel Castro 
• President Kennedy 
• Khrushchev 
• Naval blockade 
• “Brink of war” 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

How did global politics turn 
civil war in Vietnam into a 
major Cold War conflict? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• After French left Indo-China, 
land was divided into N 
Vietnam (communist) & S 
Vietnam (supported by US) 

• US feared a successful 
communist attempt to reunite 
Vietnam as a communist 
country would create a 
“Domino Effect” 

• US supported S Vietnamese 
leader & troops against N 
Vietnam in an effort to 
contain communism 

• China & USSR supported N 
Vietnam 

• Major event in the “Cold War”  

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

 



 

Cold War “Chills 
Out” 
 

How did economic 
struggles impact the 
Soviet’s role in the Cold 
War? 

• Command economy 
struggles in USSR- 
products were inferior, 
luxury goods rare, 
collective farming did not 
produce enough to feed 
the Soviet people 

• Inefficiency & waste of 
centralized economic 
planning- no connection to 
local needs, unwanted 
goods produced 

• Low wages, lifetime job 
security provided no 
incentive to produce higher 
quality goods/services 

• Arms & Space Race 
competition was costly 

• Failure of Gorbachev’s 
reforms 

• Soviet republics began to 
push for and claim 
independence 

• USSR stumbles as 
superpower 

7.E.1.2  Explain the 
implications of 
economic decisions in 
national and 
international affairs. 

 

How effective were 
negotiations to limit 
nuclear weapons during 
the 1980’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• SALT I 
• SALT II 
• START 
• Reykjavik Summit 

7.H.2.2  Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
cooperative efforts 
and consensus 
building among 
nations, regions and 
groups. 

 

Why was the removal of 
the Berlin Wall the 
symbolic end of the Cold 
War? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Gorbachev’s polices 
inspired reform 
movements throughout 
Eastern Europe. 

• 1989 Communist 
governments in Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, Hungary, 
Poland & Romania 
crumbled 

• Germans tore down Berlin 
wall – East & West 
Germany reunited as a 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

 



 

democracy 
• Fall of the Berlin Wall 

symbolized the end of the 
Iron Curtain (strength of 
Communism) in Eastern 
Europe. 

• Soviet republics began 
demanding independence. 

• 1991- Soviet Union broke 
into 15 independent 
countries. 

What were the effects of 
the Cold War? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• USA emerges as the 
world’s superpower- takes 
on larger role in UN, World 
Bank & other global 
organizations 

• Technological advances 
• Large number of nuclear 

weapons amassed 
• Ethnic wars in former 

Yugoslavia 
• Spread of capitalism 
 

7.H.2.1  Analyze 
the effects of social, 
economic, military 
and political conflict 
among nations, 
regions and groups. 

 

Sub Concepts  

HISTORY 
 
Conflict 
Change  
War 
Nationalism 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Region 
Boundaries 
Globalization 

CIVICS & 
GOVERNMENT 
 
Domestic/Foreign Policy 
Power 
Politics 
Government Systems 

ECONOMICS 
 
 
Debt 
Trade 

CULTURE 
 
 
Social Systems/ Class 
Assimilation 
Values & Beliefs 
Identity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Language Objective EXAMPLES 
 

 

• Key Vocabulary LO:  SWBAT define and explain the terms containment, homeland, refugee, 
accommodate, negotiations 

• Language Functions LO:  SWBAT explain how and why the United States helped to rebuild 
Japan after WWII. 

 
• Language Skills LO:  SWBAT read two passages modern cultures or societies and identify 

the similarities and differences between the two.  (Reading passages should be 
chosen/modified in accordance with the LEP students’ zone of proximal development).  

• Grammar and Language LO:  SWBAT use comparatives in writing assignments (more than, 
less than, greater, shorter, longer, etc.) by comparing the political systems of the two 
superpowers.  (Ex. Communist totalitarian political systems allow for fewer personal freedoms 
than do the Western democratic systems of government.   

• Lesson Tasks LO:  SWBAT read and summarize a passage about various economic 
systems and explain this summary to a group.   

• Language Learning Strategy LO:  SWBAT develop a cause/effect graphic organizer 
analyzing and identifying the causes and effects of political competition among the Cold 
War superpowers.  (The linguistic load will vary from LEP student to LEP student. Level 1-2 
LEP students may need a word bank or other supplement to complete this activity using this 
strategy). 

 
 
 

 

 


