
 

WS/FCS  

Unit Planning Organizer 

Subject(s) Social Studies Conceptual Lenses 

Grade/Course 6th grade  Religion 

 Rights and Responsibilities 

 Expansion/ Diffusion 

 Influence 

Unit of Study Islam and Muslim Empire 

Unit Title Kaaba, Koran, and Caliphates 

Pacing 13 days 

 

Unit Overview 
 

The main points of focus in this unit are the geography of the Arabian peninsula and how the people 
adapted to their environment, the origins of Islam, the expansion of Islam, the economy and 
influence of the Muslim culture, and the cultural achievements of the Muslim people. 

Geography: The early Arab people settled the Arabian peninsula.  The settlements were surrounded 
by harsh desert.  The people adapted to their environment by making use of the oases and 
building irrigation systems. 

Origins of Islam: The prophet Muhammad heard an angel speaking to him and wrote down the 
verses, created the sacred text, the Quran.  Islam is based on the 5 Pillars of Islam. The 
religious tenets shaped the daily lives of Muslim peoples.  

Expansion of Islam: Religious thought influenced the government of the Islamic civilizations.  Islam 
expanded first during the time of Muhammad.  It experienced a great period of expansion and 
spread of influence during the Umayyad dynasty.  Finally, the expansion continued during the 
Abbasid dynasty until the collapse of the empire. 

Economy and Influence: Muslims expanded their influence throughout the Middle East and parts of 
Asia and Europe through trade routes.  Trade flourished because of Islamic tolerance of other 
religious and cultural groups. 

Culture: The Muslims made many advancements in the fields of science, mathematics. literature, 
and architecture.  Many of these achievements still influence modern culture. 

 

 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understanding(s) Unit Essential Question(s) 

 Internal and external factors allow 
civilizations to expand. 

 Religion can influence societies politically, 
economically, and socially. 

 Citizens have rights and responsibilities in 
societies. 

 How do civilizations expand? 

 How does religion influence societies 
politically, economically, and socially? 

 What are the rights and responsibilities of 
citizens in societies? 

 



 

Essential State Standards 
 

Priority Objectives Supporting Objectives 
 

 6.H.2.1   Explain how invasions, 
conquests, and migrations affected 
societies, civilizations and regions. 

 

 6.C&G.1.1    Explain the origins and 
sources of government systems. 

 
 

 6.C&G.1.2    Summarize ideas that 
shaped political thought. 

 

 6.C&G.1.3    Compare the requirements 
for and responsibilities of citizenship. 

 6.H.2.2   Compare historical and 

contemporary events and issues to 

understand continuity and change. 

 
 6.H.2.4   Explain the role that key historical 

figures and cultural groups had in 

transforming society. 

 
 6.C&G.1.4    Compare the role and evolution 

of laws and legal systems in various 

civilizations, societies and regions. 

 
 6.C.1.1    Analyze how cultural expressions 

reflected the values of civilizations, societies 

and regions. 

 

 6.C.1.2    Explain how religion transformed 

various societies, civilizations and regions. 

 

“Unpacked” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

“Unpacked” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

COGNITION 
(RBT Level) 

6.H.2.1 
- Invasions, conquests and migrations 
affected societies, civilizations and 
regions 
 
6.C&G.1.1 
- Origins and sources of government 
systems 
 
6.C&G.1.2 
- Ideas that shaped political thoughts 
 
6.C&G.1.3 
- Requirements for and responsibilities 
of citizenship 
 
 
 

6.H.2.1 
EXPLAIN (effects of invasions, 
conquests and migrations) 
 
 
6.C&G.1.1 
EXPLAIN (origins and sources) 
 
 
6.C&G.1.2 
SUMMARIZE (ideas) 
 
6.C&G.1.3 
COMPARE (requirements and 
responsibilities) 

6.H.2.1 
- Understand 
 
 
 
6.C&G.1.1 
- Understand 
 
 
6.C&G.1.2 
- Understand 
 
6.C&G.1.3 
- Analyze 

 



 

 

 

 

Essential Vocabulary Enrichment Vocabulary 

Monotheism 
Irrigation 
Oasis 
Pilgrimage 
Revolution 
Caliphs  
Tenets  

Astrolabe 
Calligraphy 
Arabian Nights 
 

Enrichment Factual Content 

4 Rightly Guided Caliphs 
Architecture 
Crusades 

 

 

Unit “Chunking”  

& Enduring 

Understandings 

 

Essential 

Factual 

Content 

 

Suggested Lesson 

Essential Questions 

H G C 

 & 

 G 

E C 

Geography 

People adapt to their 

environment. 

- Arabian Peninsula 
- Oases 
- Irrigation 
- Nomadic 

How did the people adapt to 
their desert environment? 

 1.2 

   1.4 

   

Origins of Islam 

Religious beliefs often 

shape the culture of a 

society. 

- Muhammad, 
Gabriel, Quran 

- 5 Pillars of Islam 
- Praying toward 

Mecca 
- Hajj 
- Rights of women 

How did Islam start?     1.2 

What are the major tenets of 
Islam? 

  1.2  1.2 

What are the aspects of 

Muslim culture? 

  1.1 

1.3 

  

Expansion of 

Islam 

Religious beliefs can 

influence the political 

structure of societies. 

- Caliphs 
- Rights of women 
- Sunni and Shia 

split 
- Sharia 
- The Muslims 
conquered 
Byzantine and 

How did Islam shape political 

thought in Muslim 

communities? 

   

1.2 

  

How did ideas about 

succession lead to political 

division? 

  1.2   



 

Persian lands. 
- Umayyad 
Dynasty spread to 
Spain, the eastern 
and southern parts 
of the old Roman 
empire, and into 
Asia, Persia, and 
Mesopotamia. 
- A revolution 
against Umayyad 
leaders lead to the 
Abbasid dynasty. 
 

How do the rights and 

responsibilities of Muslim 

citizens compare to those of 

Greece and Rome? 

  1.3   

Economy and 
Influence 
Civilizations grow 
wealthy through trade. 

- Muslims created 
their own paper. 
- Muslim dynasties 
traded along the 
Silk Road. 
- They also 
controlled other 
trade routes 
through the region 
- Most of the lay 
people made a 
living by farming 
- Religious/ 
cultural tolerance 
facilitates trade 
- Capital was 
moved to Baghdad 
- This was a period 
of peace for the 
Muslims 
- The Abbasid 
Dynasty fell apart 
as smaller leader 
began to break 
away from the 
larger government. 

How did Muslim dynasties 

grow wealthy? 

   1.1  

How did trade impact the 

cultural influence of the 

Abbasid Dynasty? 

   1.1  

What caused the Abbasid 

Dynasty to fall? 

2.1     

Culture 
The more a civilization 
expands, the greater 
its lasting influence. 

- Study of Greek 
and Indian texts 
- Advances in 
mathematics 
- Literature 
- Architecture 

How did the Arab culture 
influence our culture today? 

2.2    1.1 

Sub Concepts  
 

HISTORY 

Conquest 

Continuity 

GEOGRAPHY 

Place 

Human-

environment 

interaction 

CIVICS & GOVERNMENT 

Rule of Law 

Governmental Systems 

 

ECONOMICS 

Trade 

Resources 

 

CULTURE 

Values & 

Beliefs 

Achievement 

 

 

 



 

Language Objective EXAMPLES 
 

 

 Key Vocabulary LO:  SWBAT define and explain the terms monotheism, caliph, pilgrimage. 

 Language Functions LO:  SWBAT explain how people adapt to their environment   
 
 Language Skills LO:  SWBAT read two passages about the laws in two different societies 

and identify the similarities and differences between the two.  (Reading passages should 

be chosen/modified in accordance with the LEP students’ zone of proximal development).  

 Grammar and Language LO:  SWBAT use comparatives in writing assignments (more than, 

less than, greater, shorter, longer, etc.) by comparing the laws of two different societies.  Ex.  

The Greeks locked up prisoners longer than the Romans.   

 Lesson Tasks LO:  SWBAT read and summarize a the pillars of Islam and explain this 

summary to a group.   

 Language Learning Strategy LO:  SWBAT develop a cause/effect graphic organizer 
analyzing and identifying the causes and effects of trade along the Silk Road (The linguistic 
load will vary from LEP student to LEP student. Level 1-2 LEP students may need a word bank 
or other supplement to complete this activity using this strategy). 

 
 

 

 

Historical Thinking and Geography Skill Resources 
○ “Straight Ahead”                    □“Uphill”                             ∆“Mountainous” 

Historical Thinking Geography Skills 

6.H.1.1  Construct charts, graphs & historical 
narratives to explain particular events or issues over 
time. 
□- Students can use the information on this site to make a chart 

comparing the four main caliphs of Islam 
IslamWeb description of Caliphs 

 
6.H.1.2  Summarize the literal meaning of historical 
documents in order to establish context. 
 
6.H.1.3  Use primary and secondary sources to 
interpret various historical perspectives. 
∆- Students can use this website to read excerpts from the 

Quran 
http://www.cmje.org/religious-texts/quran/ 

□- Students can use this website to read traditional Islamic 

stories 
IslamCan traditional Islamic Stories 
 

6.G.2.1  Use maps, charts, graphs, 
geographic data and available technology 
tools to draw conclusions about the 
emergence, expansion and decline of 
civilizations, societies and regions. 
- This website contains maps of the Silk Road that 
students can use to trace the trade routes and spread 
of cultures. 
Map of the Silk Road 
- This website shows many maps of Islamic expansion 
Islamic Expansion 
 

6.G.2.2  Construct maps, charts and graphs to 
explain data about geographic phenomena 
(e.g., migration patterns and population, 
resource distribution patterns, etc.) 
 

http://www.islamweb.net/kidsen/Kids%20Corner%201,2/subjects/Regal.html
http://www.cmje.org/religious-texts/quran/
http://www.islamcan.com/increaseiman/index.shtml
http://www.silkroadproject.org/tabid/177/defaul.aspx
http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/islam/caliphate/umTerritory.html


 

 

General Unit Resources 
 

○ “Straight Ahead”                      □“Uphill”                           ∆ “Mountainous” 

○ Kids past online textbook 
IslamWeb overview text of Islamic Religion 
Kids Britannica Persian empires 
Kids Discover Role of Islam in Africa 

□ KidiPede Medieval Islam 
Links to Islam resources 
Introduction to Islam religion for kids 
Lesson Plans about Islam 
Religion Facts about Islam 
BBC Information about Islam 
BBC Islam Worksheets 
Overview of Islam 
WikiBooks for teacher background knowledge 
Online Textbook Chapter 11 
Go Social Studies Go Islam 
 
 

∆ Britannica Umayyad Dynasty 
Britannica Islam 
Britannica Abbasid Dynasty 
Religion Facts Abbasid Dynasty 
Text about Umayyad Dynasty 
BBC History Islam 
Online textbook Islam 
Online text about Islam includes video clips 
 

 

Text differentiation symbols:  Texts will be categorized in teacher resource documents as Straight 

Ahead (less challenging for struggling readers), Uphill (having some challenging words and more 

complex sentence structure that is appropriate for on-grade level readers), or Mountainous 

(containing challenging vocabulary, complex sentences, and more abstract ideas).   

http://www.kidspast.com/world-history/0171-islam.php
http://www.islamweb.net/kidsen/Kids%20Corner%201,2/subjects/islam.html
http://kids.britannica.com/comptons/article-225448/Persia
http://www.kidsdiscover.com/african-history-for-kids
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/islam/
http://mrkash.com/world.htm#islam
http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/carolrb/islam/islamintro.html
http://www.islamproject.org/education/Lessonplans.htm
http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/index.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/islam/ramadan.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/religion/worksheets/
http://regentsprep.org/Regents/global/themes/beliefsystems/islam.cfm
http://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/World_History/Middle_Eastern_Empires
http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/gohrw_rls1/pKeywordResults?keyword=SP3%20TOC
http://www.gosocialstudiesgo.com/golden-age-of-islam#!__golden-age-of-islam
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/613719/Umayyad-Dynasty
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/295507/Islam
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/465/Abbasid-Dynasty
http://www.religionfacts.com/islam/history/abbasid.htm
http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/islam/caliphate/umayyad.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.flowofhistory.com/units/asia/6
http://www.learner.org/courses/worldhistory/unit_video_7-3.html


 

 

Performance Assessments 

Item #  Formative 

Assessments 

Task Description 

1   

2   

3   

 Summative Assessment  

4 
Culminating 

Task 
 

   

 

 



 

Performance Task #1:    

 

 



 

Scoring Guide for Performance Task #1 

 

 

Advanced Proficient Progressing Beginning 

Student includes all of the 

“Proficient” criteria PLUS an 

example of higher level 

thinking.  For example: 

  

  Student includes             of 

the “Proficient” criteria in 

written response. 

Student includes               of 

the “Proficient” criteria in 

written response. 

 

 

Proficient:  Student gives a solid, consistent performance and demonstrates competency of knowledge and skills 

included in assessed objectives.   

Advanced:  Student demonstrates mastery of “Proficient” requirements AND evidence of self-directed higher level 

thinking/sophistication.  This criteria does not apply to MORE work… it implies a deeper understanding. 

Progressing:  Student is close to “Proficient” and could reach those criteria with simple “5 minute fix-up” to their work. 

Beginning:  Student has missed “Proficient” and could not reach criteria with simple “5 minute fix-up”.  Re-teaching 

needed to correct misconceptions or reach understanding. 



 

Performance Task #2:     



 

Scoring Guide for Performance Task #2 

 

 

Advanced Proficient Progressing Beginning 

Student includes all of the 

“Proficient” criteria PLUS  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

Proficient:  Student gives a solid, consistent performance and demonstrates competency of knowledge and skills 

included in assessed objectives.   

Advanced:  Student demonstrates mastery of “Proficient” requirements AND evidence of self-directed higher level 

thinking/sophistication.  This criteria does not apply to MORE work… it implies a deeper understanding. 

Progressing:  Student is close to “Proficient” and could reach those criteria with simple “5 minute fix-up” to their work. 

Beginning:  Student has missed “Proficient” and could not reach criteria with simple “5 minute fix-up”.  Re-teaching 

needed to correct misconceptions or reach understanding.



 

Performance Task #3:   



 

Scoring Guide for Performance Task #3 

 

 

Advanced Proficient Progressing Beginning 

Student includes all of the 

“Proficient” criteria PLUS an 

example of higher level 

thinking.  For example: 

  

 Student includes         of the 

“Proficient” criteria in written 

response. 

Student includes            of 

the “Proficient” criteria in 

written response. 

 

Proficient:  Student gives a solid, consistent performance and demonstrates competency of knowledge and skills 

included in assessed objectives.   

Advanced:  Student demonstrates mastery of “Proficient” requirements AND evidence of self-directed higher level 

thinking/sophistication.  This criteria does not apply to MORE work… it implies a deeper understanding. 

Progressing:  Student is close to “Proficient” and could reach those criteria with simple “5 minute fix-up” to their work. 

1. Beginning:  Student has missed “Proficient” and could not reach criteria with simple “5 minute fix-up”.  Re-

teaching needed to correct misconceptions or reach understanding.



 

Unit 2 Culminating Performance Task:   

 



 

Scoring Guide for Culminating Performance Task: 

 

Advanced Proficient Progressing Beginning 

Student includes all of the 

“Proficient” criteria PLUS an 

example of higher level 

thinking.  For example: 

 

 

  Student includes           of the 

required “Proficient” items 

and has only minor issues 

with the quality criteria in 

written response. 

Student includes               

the required “Proficient” 

items and has multiple 

issues with the quality 

criteria in written response. 

 



 

 

Unit Reflection 

What worked well? What didn’t work well? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suggestions for Change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


