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As I look back on the many wonderful experiences that I have been 
blessed to have had during a long life of almost 87 years, I often 
comment that some of my most precious were those at Reynolds High 
School. I truly feel that these years helped to form my outlook on life. 
Although I did not realize it at the time our principal, Claude "Pop" 
Joyner was one of the main reasons that made it happen, Not only for 
me, but for thousands of others. As we were growing up he made us 
become a family in the midst of a very diverse society. 

We really knew .that he cared for us. Altough there was strict discipline, 
( I spent many an hour in the administrative office), his counsel helped 
me grow, and I knew he really cared. Mainly though, we were a happy 
family, and he made growing up as this family fun. One of my main 
activities was in sports. I am told I was one of the few four letter men in 
the history of the school, and ,as busy as Pop was, often I saw him there 
cheering us on. Later in life I became a coach and then athletic director 
of a college, and I tried to apply the spirit I learned at Reynolds in my 
own career. Much more important our years at Reynolds inspired us to 
realize the importance of education. As a result I know of two in our 
class who became presid~nts of colleges and universities., Tommy 
Carpenter Universities in Florida and Tennesse, I the "Colegio Quinze 
de Novembro" in Brazil. "Pop" Joyner definitely had an influence on 
many of our lives. He was in many ways our Daddy 

I am informed that there is under consideration the naming of a school 
here in Winston-Salem for Claude "Pop"Joyner, I want to heartily 
endorse this deliberation. There is no one who greater deserves this 
honor than Pop Joyner. Although he served many years ago, I know of 
no one who has ever made a greater contribution to the field of 
education in our great city of Winston-Salem. 
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