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For fourth-grader Sanai-
ya Phillips, taking trips in her 
imagination is at the top of her 
list of reasons she likes to read.

So author Ibi Zoboi’s visit to 
Speas Global Elementary was 
perfect.

Zoboi is all for imagination, 
and the fourth- and fifth-graders 
who came to hear her talk about 
her latest book – My Life as an 
Ice Cream Sandwich – were giv-
en stickers that say, “My Imag-
ination Is as Real as the Air I 
Breathe.”

Asked what she likes to imag-
ine, Sanaiya responded instantly 
that she likes imagining that her 
family has 100 kitties. She does 
have two.

“I wish we had more,” she 
said.

Meows is named for the fact 
that he likes to meow a lot. Sa-
naiya gave the other a name she 
made up – Shime.

Zoboi, who lives in New York, 
was in town from the 2019 
Bookmarks Festival of Books 
and Authors, which is being held 
Sept. 5-8, and on the morning of 
Friday, Sept. 6, she visited Speas 
before heading over to Mineral 
Springs Middle.

Zoboi was born in Haiti and 
moved to New York when she 
was 4 years old. When she was 
growing up, she said, she al-
ways wanted to become a writ-
er. And that’s just what she did. 
Her earlier books include Pride 
and American Street, which was 
a finalist for the National Book 
Award.  

My Life as an Ice Cream 
Sandwich came out in August. 
Set in 1984, it tells the story of 
Ebony-Grace Norfleet, a girl 
with a rich imagination who 
wants to go into space one day. 
Stops along the way in the sto-
ry include Harlem, grandparents 
telling stories, and movies, tele-
vision and music of the day.

For her talk, Zoboi took stu-
dents through the Top 10 inspi-
rations for her book. She invited 
students to participate, regular-
ly asking them questions. With 
some questions, many hands 
went up. With others, not so 
many. A couple of hands went 
up when she asked the students 
who remembered 1984. So the 
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 Multidisciplinary team to investigate 
classroom experiences along with so-
cial factors

Researchers at North Carolina Central 
University received a $350,000 grant 
from the National Science Foundation 
to investigate the STEM-skills gap 
that exists between rural high school 
students and their more urban counter-
parts.

Residents of rural communities, espe-
cially students of color, are less likely 
than students on average to seek out 
STEM-based coursework and degrees, 
contributing to a lack of diversity in 
STEM fields, said Cherise Harrington, 
PhD, MPH, who is an associate profes-
sor of Health Education at NCCU.

Harrington is the principal investi-
gator on a multidisciplinary team of 

NCCU Examines STEM Influences for Rural Students
researchers working on the three-year 
project, including representatives from 
the departments of Psychology, Com-
puter Science, Business and Social 
Work.

“To better understand the lower 
STEM-based recruitment and retention 
in this group, we are, one, investigating 
the exposure to and quality of STEM-
based education during the secondary 
education years; two, examining facili-
tators and barriers impacting student re-
cruitment in STEM subjects; and three, 
assessing relevant social determinants,” 
Harrington said.

“The results will help us gain an un-
derstanding of the factors behind the 
lower recruitment and attainment and 
identify areas to leverage to improve 
outcomes.”

A community-based research ap-
proach will help investigators identify 
the key factors influencing persistence 
and success in STEM education, said 

Donna M. Grant, PhD, who is chair 
of the Computer Science and Business 
program in the School of Business and 
a co-principal investigator on the proj-
ect.

“Our team has 70-plus combined 
years of addressing health and social 
disparities,” Grant added.

The two-phase project will start with 
interviews, focus groups, and surveys 
with key stakeholders, including our 
target group to gather information about 
the facilitators and barriers to STEM 
advancement, Harrington said. A sec-
ond phase will involve a pilot study to 
gauge the effectiveness of GO STEM 
(Gaining Opportunities in STEM), a 
program designed to recruit more mi-
nority students onto STEM-based de-
gree tracks.

North Carolina has approximately 
570,000 students attending schools in 
rural communities – about 40% of the 
state’s school-age population, accord-

ing a 2019 report by the Public School 
Forum of N.C. Nationwide, about 20% 

students live and attend school in rural 
areas.

room was clearly filled with stu-
dents with vivid imaginations.

Zoboi talked with the students 
about grandparents and their sto-
ries, music from the ‘80s, and the 
history of women and of people 
of color in science-fiction mov-
ies and television shows. During 
a section on music of that time, 

Zoboi invited fourth-grader Em-
press Randolph to come up and 
dance a bit for everyone.

While Zoboi was talking about 
the television show Star Trek, 
which had a black woman who 
was a member of the crew, she 
used a quote from Martin Luther 
King Jr. about the importance 

of his children seeing her on the 
show and giving them hope for 
the future.

She didn’t identify King as 
the source of the quote, though. 
When she asked students wheth-
er they knew who had said it, 
fourth-grader Jaycin Jackson 
was able to say right away that 
it was King. Asked later how he 
knew that, Jaycin said he had 
read a lot about King and that 
was one of the things he had 
learned along the way.

After the talk, fourth-grader 
Dahlia Brown said she had real-
ly enjoyed it all.

“I liked how we talked about 
things we have never learned be-

fore,” she said.
She would definitely be read-

ing the book, she said.
Fifth-graders Jeremy Johnson 

and Zion Harris liked learning 
new things, too. Both are big 
fans of ice cream sandwiches, 
so they thought a book with “ice 
cream sandwich” in the title was 
a nice bonus.

Fifth-grade teacher Aimee 
Henning thought Zoboi did an 
excellent job wit Zoboi signed it 
for him.

“I thought it was phenome-
nal,” she said.

Zoboi kept the students fully 
engaged throughout the presen-
tation, Henning said. “These 
kids were so into it.”

The audience was filled with 
students who like to read.

Asked what she likes about 
reading, Empress said, “Every-
thing.”

Along with the story, Empress 

likes the words themselves and 
she likes the illustrations that 
some books have.

Fourth-grader Matthew Hoppe 
likes the drama he finds in 
books.

As students were leaving, me-
dia coordinator Samra Childers 
introduced student Liam McCal-
la to Zoboi. Liam was clutching 
his own personal copy of My 
Life as an Ice Cream Sandwich.

“He has been carrying it 
around all week,” Childers said.

Zoboi signed it for him.
Many other Speas students 

will also get the chance to read 
the book. Thanks to a gift from 
the Downtown Chapter of the 
Rotary Club of Winston-Sa-
lem, Speas has 60 copies of the 
book to distribute to fourth- and 
fifth-graders. And, thanks to 
Bookmarks, the school has ad-
ditional copies that students can 
check out of the media center.
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BUSINESS VIEW...  by Joe Watson
Joe Watson is a product

of R.T. Watson

We all want to win, but who is ready to deal with 
the new environment of winning? This month 
marks 18 years for me as a full time entrepreneur. 
Life is totally different today than it was 18 years 
ago. Life changes but who we are as people re-
mains the same. If you didn’t have anything and 
you were happy, then chances are you’ll still be 
happy when you finally do get it (it is success). 

We All Want To Win
The opposite also applies; if you were unhappy 
without success then success won’t change that. 

So how do you prepare to stand when you win? 
The simple answer is to be YOU. Life will take 
you down a number of paths. But if you head 
down a path that doesn’t fit you it may take longer 
to win.Once you finally get there you’ll you want 

to stay and enjoy. After 18 years, I can see the seeds that I planted 
long ago flourishing now. Trust me, it’s a good feeling but just know 
it’s not about the money. Some of the victories: being married to 
the Apple of my eye for 33 years, seeing my children working in a 
productive way, having my health, and a true love for myself. I’m 
learning that success and winning isn’t about what money cannot 
buy. We all can win if we put in the work and be patient.

Fri., 9-28  NA
Maf Outing

Myrtle Beach, SC
Sun., 9-29 • 8;30AM

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Speaker: TBA

PGBC Sanctuary
Sun., 9-29 • 3PM

HPEMBA Fellowship
Speaker:

Dr James F. Linville, Pastor
Sun., 10-6 • 3PM

We fellowship with Morning 
Star Baptist Church
Pastor Dennis Leach

Obituaries

D’Han Mosby Conrad

Ms. D’Han Sheree Mosby 
Conrad was born December 
14, 1978 in Forsyth County to 
the late Clarence Mosby III and 
Louise Goins. She was a grad-
uate of the Winston-Salem For-
syth county system. D’Han was 
employed as a certified nursing 
assistant with Pruitt Healthcare. 
She loved caring for others.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by a son, 
Christopher R. Conrad. She de-
parted this life Monday Septem-
ber 16, 2019 in High Point, NC.

Survivors include two sons, 
Deshawn Mosby and Chrishawn 
Mosby; siblings, Aquilla (Fran-
cis) Gasinu and Julian Mosby, 
Sr.; aunts, Elizabeth (Harlie) 

Turner, Shirley Goins, Barba-
ra Goins; uncle, James Goins; 
a host of other relatives and 
friends.

A service of memory will be 
held 1:00 pm Saturday Sep-
tember 21, 2019 in the chapel 
of Hooper Funeral Home.  The 
family will receive friends from 
12:30pm-1:00pm at the funeral 
home Saturday. 

Joseph S. Wolfe

Mr. Joseph S. Wolfe, affec-
tionately known as Joe, was 
born November 28, 1944 in 
Winston-Salem, NC to John 
W. and  Lela Dendy Wolfe. He 
was a graduate of Paisley High 
School.  Mr. Wolfe was a vet-
eran of the United States Army 
having served in Vietnam. He 
loved to sing and play pool. He 
was a Blue Bird Cab driver for 
18 years. Mr. Wolfe was of the 

Baptist faith. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; broth-
ers, Phillip, John Jr. and Alfred 
Wolfe; sister, Gloria Brown 
Hemphill.

He departed this life Saturday 
September 14, 2019 at his resi-
dence.

Survivors include his children; 
Alisa Wolfe (Pastor Andre) Fin-
kley, Jennifer Wolfe, and Jo-
seph(Latonya) Clemmons  all 
of the city; one grandson, Billy 
Carter Jr.; two brothers Richard 

B. (Doris) Wolfe and Daniel L. 
(Zelma) Wolfe; a host of niec-
es, nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

Funeral services will be held 
at 1:00 pm Saturday September 
21, 2019 at Global Restoration 
Center, 3501 Thomasville Road 
Winston-Salem, NC 27107. 
Interment will follow in Pied-
mont Memorial Gardens. The 
family will receive friends from 
12:30pm-1:00 pm Saturday at 
the church. Hooper Happy 33rd Wedding

Anniversary to The Apple 
Of My Eye Robin E.

Watson my little girl. 33 
down Sexy and more to go
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Planning to take a trip to a N.C. Di-
vision of Motor Vehicles office? Here’s 
some tips:

• Go online. Many common NCDMV 
services, such as driver license renewal 
and vehicle registration renewal can be 
performed any time and any place on a 
computer or mobile device.

• You can also order a duplicate li-
cense or ID, vehicle registration card or 
personalized and specialized plates. Or 
sign in to MyDMV to view your per-
sonal driver and vehicle information.

• View a full list of online services.
• Set a date. Call your local driver li-

cense office or the NCDMV Customer 
Contact Center at (919) 715-7000 as 
soon as possible to make an appoint-
ment.

Availability is limited due to high de-
mand, and the next appointment might 
be weeks away. Don’t forget, however, 
that you can renew your license up to 
six months before your expiration date.

Please note that NCDMV does not 
currently offer the option of scheduling 
appointments online.

• Have an appointment?  If so, there’s 
no need to wait in line.  Arrive a few 
minutes early, head straight to the cus-
tomer service desk and tell them you 
have an appointment.   

• Reconsider an NC REAL ID.  The 
N.C. REAL ID will make it more con-
venient to board a commercial airplane 
if you don’t have a passport or visit a 
military base or other federal facility, 
but it isn’t required and won’t be need-
ed until October 2020.

If you can wait, consider making an 
appointment.

Helpful Hints

• Visit early. Early morning and ear-
ly afternoons tend to be the least busy 
times. Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays are great times to visit. 
Avoid the last day of the month and a 
lunch time visit – from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Bring the right stuff. Before leaving 
home, be sure you have the correct doc-
uments for what you need to do. You 

might also need additional documents 
for common tasks, such as:

• Getting a standard driver license
• Getting an N.C. REAL ID driver li-

cense or ID
• Titling and registering a vehicle
• Getting an N.C. REAL ID driver li-

cense or ID
• Titling and registering a vehicle

Special To W Times

You can fulfill your college fair/col-
lege visit requirement by attending the 

Attend the WSFCS PSOS/College Fair
fair.

The PSOS/College Fair will be held 
on Monday, September 30, from 5:00-
8:00 p.m. at the Benton Convention 

Center in downtown Winston-Salem.  
The list of colleges attending can be 
found here, and the confirmation of at-

tendance forms will be at the Crosby 
Scholars table inside the fair.  Parking is 
available in the parking deck across the 
street for a fee.  Several hundred stu-
dents will attend the fair, so allow extra 
time to enter and exit the parking deck.

When meeting with admission reps, 

make sure to ask questions that are im-
portant to you so that information you 
gather will help you decide whether the 
school is a good fit.  Remember to fo-
cus on aspects of the school that sup-
port your needs a and preferences rather 
than on name recognition or prestige.


