The Career Center Program/Course Information

AP ENGLISH - LITERATURE & COMPOSITION
(12TH GRADE)
Description
AP English Literature and Composition is a college-level literature course that engages students in the
careful, deliberate reading of literary works. Through such study, AP Literature students will sharpen
their awareness of language and their understanding of the writer’s craft. They will also develop critical
standards for the independent appreciation of any literary work, and increase their sensitivity to literature
as shared experience. To achieve these goals, students study the individual work, its language,
characters, action, and themes. They consider structure, meaning, and value, and the relationship to
contemporary experience as well as to the context in which it was written. Students will read a variety of
literature by American and British authors, as well as literature in translation, beginning with the
sixteenth century. Possible works studied are Crime and Punishment, Beloved, Death of a Salesman,
Heart of Darkness, Light in August, As I Lay Dying, Wuthering Heights, and various plays by
Shakespeare. In addition to reading several major works, AP classes study a number of shorter works,
such as short stories from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Since poetry accounts for
approximately sixty percent of the AP English Literature Exam, a study of the elements of poetry and a
number of poems is also a significant portion of the course.
Students are involved in the study and practice of writing as well as in the study of literature. They will
learn to use the modes of discourse and to recognize the assumptions of underlying various rhetorical
strategies. Through speaking, listening, and reading, but chiefly through the experience of their own
writing, they will become more aware of the resources of language. Although writing assignments will
focus on the critical analysis of literature, occasionally assignments in personal narrative and the writing
of stories, poems, or plays may be appropriate.

Special Requirements
Students should requirements
SpeSpecial
enjoy reading and should understand that the reading requirements may, at times, be
extensive. The works are of recognized literary merit and are likely to be taught in an introductory
college literature course. These classical works are worthy of scrutiny because of their richness of
thought and language that challenge the reader.
Students should be comfortable in writing and desire to write with effective use of language and to
organize ideas in clear, coherent, and persuasive ways.
Summer reading and assignments will be required.

Student costs/Materials to be supplied by students
Students will be asked to purchase several novels.

Other information
Students may receive college credit for this course by taking the Advanced Placement Examination and
earning a score acceptable to their college. This acceptable score varies from school to school and
department to department.
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Parents and Rising Seniors!
As you prepare academic schedules for next
year, we would like to invite you to select
AP Literature and Composition at Career
Center. We believe that you will grow in
your learning as you prepare for collegelevel reading and writing.
AP English Literature and Composition is a college-level literature
course that engages students in the careful, deliberate reading of major
literary works. Through such study, AP Literature students will sharpen
their awareness of language and their understanding of the writer’s
craft. They will also develop critical standards for the independent appreciation of any literary work and increase their sensitivity to literature
as a shared experience.

The Environment @ CC
Students who attend Career Center enjoy the academic environment
we maintain; there is a sense of motivation and investment here. There
are areas for study in our atrium area, and the Media Center is always
available for study sessions and individual study time. Our students
remark that it is “different” here because our faculty treats them as
young adults who are intent on doing well with as few distractions as
possible. Additionally, the diversity of students from across the county
creates a wonderfully unique setting, conducive to strong academic
growth.

The Learning @ CC
Through speaking, listening and reading, but chiefly through the experience of their own writing, Career Center students will become more
aware of the resources of language. Although writing assignments will
focus on the critical analysis of literature, occasionally assignments in
personal narrative and the writing of poetry may be appropriate.
Students should enjoy reading and should understand that the reading
requirements may, at times, be extensive. The works are of recognized
literary merit and are likely to be taught in an introductory college literature course. These classical works are worthy of scrutiny because of
the richness of thought and language that has challenged readers
across many generations.
Students should be comfortable in writing and desire to write with effectiveness, creating a mature academic voice through sophisticated syntax, diction and tone.

A thought about the study of
literature
from John Steinbeck
“Literature is as old as
speech. It grew out of human
need for it and it has not
changed except to become
more needed. The skalds, the
bards, the writers are not
separate and exclusive. From
the beginning, ... the writer is
delegated to declare and to
celebrate man's proven
capacity for greatness of
heart and spirit - for gallantry
in defeat, for courage,
compassion and love.”

Reading & Writing
@ CC
AP Literature students
study an individual work,
its language, characters,
actions, and themes.
They consider structure,
meaning and value, and
the ongoing relationship
it has to contemporary
experience, as well as to
the context in which a
given piece is written.
In addition to reading
several major works of
fiction including drama,
AP students study a number of shorter works from
the 16th through the 21st
centuries. Since poetry
accounts for approximately 60% of the AP
English Literature exam,
a study of the elements
of poetry and a number
of poems adds to the
richness and depth of the
course.

Our AP Teachers @ CC
Our AP Literature and Composition teachers have received course approval from
College Board to assure colleges and universities internationally that our courses
are aligned with approved standards for
the course. Additionally, they are all National Board Certified teachers.
Ms. Mary Beth Ferrell
BA in English, UNCG
MAEd in Secondary English,
Wake Forest University
MALS, Wake Forest University
(currently pursuing)
mbferrell@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

At the end of the year,
students should be well
prepared for academic
writing which they will
use in their freshman
year of college.

“After taking AP Literature at the Career Center, I feel confident and very
prepared with my college English classes. Taking AP Literature at the Career
Center was the best choice because my
teacher helped me write at a higher
level, as well as connect past works of
literature to present day problems.”
Maddie G., Clemson
“I’m in two freshman English classes,
and both require heavy annotations for
the readings . . .those days of reading
closely and annotating have paid off
and are still in my brain. Thank you.”
Arianna N., UNCG

Mrs. Kathryn Hauser
BA in English, Salem College

MAT in Secondary English, Duke University
kwhauser@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

“The discussions and reading comprehension skill improvements call for
enhanced college scores; professors
enjoy students who provide answers to
hard questions. I learned how to be
that student by taking AP Literature at
Career Center.
Josh C., Forsyth Tech

Dr. Laurel Naughton
Students are especially
involved in the study and
practice of their own
writing as well. They will
sharpen their styles and
hone their craft throughout the year. Timed inclass essays, poetry responses, and short research essays are the
main focus of our course.

Thoughts about taking AP
Literature and Composition
@ CC from former students

BA in English, University of South Carolina
MEd in Literacy and Language, Salem College
EdD in Curriculum Instruction in Secondary
English, Gardner Webb University

lenaughton@wsfcs.k12..nc.us

“Career Center teachers encourage
their students to write about what they
KNOW rather than to write about what
they think is expected of them. These
teachers give their students an opportunity to create a voice in their writing,
and it make a big difference in college.
Ashmita G., NC State

Summer Reading Students should be prepared for summer reading assignments which will
include How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster and at least one other
novel of literary merit. There may be additional works added before the end of this school
year. More to come with the summer reading assignment.

