
Hanes Middle School PTSA 

Board Meeting 

Date:   February 2, 2015 

Attendees:  Melita Wise, Principal, Kit Browning, President, Tori Petty, Treasurer, Liz Albertson, 

Megan Alexander,  Kimber McCracken, Julie Moore, Joyce Griner, Colleen Lopina, 

Dawn Sechrest, Jodi Stephens, Heather Waddell. 

Welcome 

Kit welcomed those in attendance and thanked them for taking the time to attend. Secretary 

Laura Wood had to miss the meeting. Dawn Sechrest agreed to take minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Tori reported that our budget is in good shape with income at $23,270. Apparel sales are in the 

black, concession sales are making money, and we are expecting a sales tax refund of $200-300. 

We have a fully functioning audit committee. Ms. Wise reported that some of the Ipads have been 

shipped, so we will soon have an expenditure of approximately $11,000. Committee leaders 

should be thinking now about how they will use their funds for the remainder of the year. The 

financial report was approved as presented. 

 

Teacher/Staff Report 

Kit reported that she has received a lot of calls and emails from parents wanting to support 

teachers through this difficult time with the concerns over toxic waste on the school property. Jodi 

reported that there are two teacher appreciation activities in place for February: on the 11th for 

early release day snacks will be provided to teachers; on the 25th will be a baked potato 

luncheon. After some discussion, it was decided that the PTA will offer breakfast and snack foods 

to teachers on February 9. PTA members are asked to send in items with their children that morning 

to be delivered to the office or media center. PTA members are also encouraged to send 

personal notes and emails thanking teachers for their service. Ms. Wise reported that Hanes has 

been adopted at the district level and will have snacks provided this week. 

 

Committee Reports 

Kit reported that Elaine Byers has left Hanes and probably will not be returning. Kit encouraged the 

board to be thinking of a volunteer to replace Elaine in the media center role.  

 

Hospitality will have snacks for teachers at the March early release date and the biggest push for 

the year will be during teacher appreciation week in May when there will be a large luncheon. 

Jodi asked the board to be thinking of a gift or project that could be given to the teachers then 

(ex.- new microwaves or Tervis tumblers with the Hanes logo). There are seventy-five staff.  

 

Heather reported that apparel sales went well through the fall and during the holidays. Spirit wear 

will be sold at the expo for incoming students on May 6.  

 

Dawn Sechrest reported that she is exploring the possibility of the PTA offering a program for 

teachers modeled after one at Brunson. Parent volunteers would meet once a week at drop-off to 

complete work for teachers. Dawn will speak to the teachers at their staff meeting on early release 

day February 11 to gauge the need and interest.  

 

Kimber shared about a new phone app called Shop-A-Roo that earns money for schools when 

you make purchases other than gas and alcohol. Grocery items earn money and non-grocery 

items are entered into a sweepstakes drawing. A dollar is earned for each referral. The code to 

enter is SLIMP845.  
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Kit and Megan reported that we have received Gold Key Membership Status from the state PTA.  

 

Colleen Lopina reported that the Great American Cleanup will be held on Saturday, March 21, 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon. Families will be asked to come to campus to help with gardening and 

grounds cleanup and a pizza lunch will be provided. Colleen noted that her student will finish at 

Hanes this year and she would like to recruit someone to take her place and train them while she is 

still here. 

 

Kit reported that the order for yearbooks has to be placed on February 25. We usually sell 150 

books by the end of the year. The deadline for students to order is February 20. The price will go up 

to $35.00 after that date. Eighth grade dedications are due March 6. These expenditures bypass 

our PTA budget as orders are placed directly with Jostens. 

 

Joyce reported that her first submission of box tops was for $888.40 including some submitted last 

school year after the spring deadline. She has received confirmation of the last submission for 

$212.60 and we have $207.70 to date for a total of $1108.70 potentially submitted for the March 2 

deadline. Our goal for the year is $1,200. 

 

Jordan Calaway sent a report that she will be getting the Reflections winners to Kimber for the 

website soon. 

 

Liz reported that we are $7,000 away from our Direct Donation goal and thank you letters/receipts  

have been sent to all donors. Liz will work with Kimber to post a letter on the website to tell parents 

to contact Liz if they have not received their receipt. There is a major push planned for third 

quarter with a smaller letter and form going to parents. 

 

Kit reported that the board needs to form a nominating committee of three people, one of whom 

is not a Board member. The committee determines the slate of officers and usually helps recruit for 

other committee positions. After some discussion, it was decided that we will wait to the March 

meeting to establish the nominating committee after some decisions have been made about the 

direction of the school.  

 

Jeanie Wilson sent a reminder to the board about the called meeting of the School Board at 6:00 

p.m. tomorrow where a presentation of options for the Hanes/Lowrance building will be made. Ms. 

Wise noted that the meeting place is very small, requiring many people to view in an overflow 

room, and suggested that we watch the meeting at home. 

 

Principal’s Report 

Ms. Wise reported that it has been a tough week working with parents and students to try to make 

assignments available for students who are out awaiting air quality reports. The staff has 

responded well. Ms. Wise reported that 7-8% of the student body is out of school on a normal 

week; the current percentage is 16-20%. The numbers very a lot by classroom. Colleen Lopina 

asked if the school would be making a presentation to students about the current situation. Ms. 

Wise indicated that after some thought, she has decided not to meet with students out of respect 

for each family’s personal perspective. She has asked the teachers to be fair and to continue 

teaching during this time. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.                         DWS 2-4-15 



 

 

 

 

 

 


