
Theme Integrated Lesson Plans for the School of Biotechnology 
 
 

Title:  Eugenics and Social Darwinism    
 
Grade:  9-12   
 
Subject:  World History 
 
Length of Lesson:  90 Minutes  
 
Standards:  Goal 6:  Patterns of Social Order (The learner will investigate social and 
economic organization in various societies throughout time in order to understand the 
shifts in power and status that have occurred.)  
 
Abstract:  To discuss Social Darwinism, Eugenics, and their impacts on Germany during 
the rise of Adolf Hitler. 
 
Essential Question:  Why did Adolf Hitler choose Eugenics and Social Darwinism to 
further his agenda of uniting Germany?  How successful was he?  
 
Instructional Strategies:  Vocabulary (Eugenics, Social Darwinism, Racism, Genocide) 
Students will complete a Graphic Organizer on the vocabulary listed above.   
 
Activation of Prior Knowledge:  Students will complete a RAFT Paper 
(http://readingquest.org/strat/raft.html) on the following topic:  “If you had a pet die that 
was very dear to you, and you had the chance, would you or would you not have it 
cloned?”  Since cloning has become a hot topic recently, the students should have plenty 
to write about.  After they have had 15 minutes or so to write, ask students to share what 
they wrote.  Talk about the benefits and drawbacks of cloning.  This will get them 
thinking about genetics and will allow you to transition into Eugenics and Social 
Darwinism.  Students will also complete a list of PRO’s and CON’s on genetic science. 
 
Engaging the Content:  Students will pair up to read the following excerpt from Science 
Magazine. Science 5 October 2001: 
Vol. 294. no. 5540, pp. 59 - 61 
DOI: 10.1126/science.1066325 
   
“The term eugenics was coined in 1883 by the Victorian polymath Francis 
Galton, geographer, statistician, and first cousin of Charles Darwin. It meant to 
him "truly- or well-born," and referred to a plan to encourage the "best people" in 
society to have more children (positive eugenics) and to discourage or prevent 
the "worst elements" of society from having many, if any, children (negative 
eugenics). Eugenics became solidified into a movement in various countries 
throughout the world in the first three decades of the 20th century, but nowhere 
more solidly than in the United States and, after World War I, in Germany. In 
most cases, although not all (France and some Latin American countries were 



notable exceptions), eugenicists' views were based on the theory of heredity first 
published by Gregor Mendel in 1866, but not fully appreciated until after 1900.” 

Students will answer the following questions: 

1. What are some of the benefits of Eugenics?  What are some of the 
drawbacks?  Benefits:  The ability to pre-screen a fetus for disease.  
Drawbacks:    The ability to create a super race 

2. To what extent would Eugenics benefit Adolf Hitler?  Aid him in his quest 
to promote the perfect race.   

3. Are there any other countries that we have covered that practiced a form 
of Eugenics?  Sparta 

 

Summarizing/Assessment:   Teacher and students will link Hitler’s agenda with the 
concept of Eugenics in order to answer the Essential Question. 
 
Resources/Materials Needed:   Paper and Pencil, print materials 
 
Student Assessment:  Students will be quizzed on the Vocabulary Graphic Organizer. 
 
Handouts/File Attachments:  Eugenics Logo 
 
Notes from Author:  Casey Harris 
 


