
 
Theme-Integrated Lesson Plans 

 

Title:   Frankenstein and Cloning Part 1         

Grade:   12 but can be modified for lower grades 

Subject:   English 

Length of Lesson:   18-20 days for entire unit- 8-10 days for cloning webquest; 9-10 

days for novel      

Standards:   NC SCOS 1.01, 1.02, 1.03, 2.01, 2.04, 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 4.01, 4.02, 5.01, 

5.02, 5.03 

Abstract:   This two-part unit introduces students to the Frankenstein novel and discusses the 

issues involved of cloning. In the first 8-10 days students role-play as government decision-

makers struggling with the issue of cloning. The next 9-10 days are focused on the novel—

introducing the “creation of the creature” in Shelley’s novel, and building a framework for 

reading and discussing the complete novel.  

Essential Question(s):   How should, if at all, cloning be regulated? 

Instructional Strategies: 

   Activation of Prior Knowledge/Purpose:    In small groups of 2-3, students quickly answer 8 

questions on pre-discussion sheet. Use literary circles, discussion director to pose questions, recorder to 

record answers, and timekeeper to keep discussion moving. Revisit the pre-discussion questions.  Have any 

of your answers changed?  How do you arrive at those decisions?  Students may discuss their answers in 

their groups.  
   Engaging the content:   WebQuest- students are assigned committees and roles: Stem Tech, 

Institute of Theology and Ethics, US Senator, Friends of Animals, Roslin Institute Team, Professors of 

Biomedical Ethics, US Department of Agriculture, CLN Pharmaceutical.  Discuss the meaning of the 

committees.  Focus for students:  You are now a representative of one of these special interests groups.  

You must form your perspective according to what your group believes. (Teacher should model on a 

presentation computer, if possible.) You will need to find your group and clink on the link.  Each site page 

explains who you are, what you do, and your assignment.  (Students should be allowed 2-3 class periods to 

work) We will have a summit where you will discuss your positions and try to reach a consensus on world-

wide laws on cloning.  Students will need to complete WebQuest up to the “Take a Stand” section.  (Note 

to Teachers:  There are culminating activities, cross-curricular activities and other suggestions/resources 

that may be of interest to you shown on “It’s Alive: Part I” lesson plan.  See address below.)  THE 

SUMMIT:  Students should have their research/information with them as they assume the roles assigned to 

them from the WebQuest.  Each will have 10 minutes to present their assigned position.  Those not 

presenting should take notes on the presentations and decide if they agree.   



   Summarizing/Assessment:    When finished, they will go to the “Take a Stand” page on the 

webquest and make a group decision on each component of the proposed cloning legislation 
Resources/Materials needed:   Computer access and Internet;   

Student Assessment:    rubric for the presentation is available on the webquest  

Websites:    Hello Dolly WebQuest http://powayusd.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/projects/dolly   / 

Handouts/File Attachments:    

Notes from Author: Adapted from It’s Alive! Part I: Am I Seeing Double and II:  Mary 

Shelley’s Frankenstein by  Donna Shafer-Riha, WVPT and Frankenstein- Frankenfolio (Layered 

Curriculum Study by Melissa Wotherspoon http://help4teachers.com 

/MelissaFrankenstein.htm.  This can be easily adapted further.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-discussion Questions: 
 

1. What is cloning? 

2. Would you want to be cloned? 

3. Would you clone a pet? 

4. Does cloning a pet involve the same ethics as cloning a human? 

5. Do you have religious beliefs affect beliefs about cloning? 

6. Do those beliefs come into play in deciding to clone a pet? 

7. Should pet cloning be legal?  Should human cloning be legal? 

8. Are fertility treatments and abortion linked to the same issues that cloning 
involves? 

 
9. What are your predictions for the future of cloning?  What basis do you have for 

these predictions? 
 
  
 


