
 
Theme-Integrated Lesson Plans 

 

Title:   The Forensics of Fortunato 

Grade:   9 

Subject:   English I 

Length of Lesson:   1 block 

Standards:   NCSCOS Goal 3 The learner will demonstrate understanding of various 
literary genres, concepts, elements, and terms. 
 
Abstract:  Students will investigate a crime scene as they read the Cask of Amontillado 
by Edgar Allen Poe.  As the students read of the fate of Fortunato, they are presented 
with the crime scene and learn how to use the evidence to link it to Fortunato.  Forensics 
topics such as forensic anthropology and mitochondrial DNA are discussed.  After 
identifying the skeletal remains as Fortunato, the students will write a newspaper story 
describing the event. 
 
Essential Question(s):  What are ways in which people take justice into their own hands? 

How do authors create vibrant stories that keep their readers engaged? 
 

Instructional Strategies: 

   Activation of Prior Knowledge/Purpose:  Students share 1-2 sentence summaries of 
the story 
 
   Engaging the content:    

1.   Students share 1-2 sentence summaries of the story. 
2. Review of vocabulary so far 
3. Introduction of “CSI” activity…. While on vacation in Italy, you decide to take a 

tour of a large, 17th century palazzo. The tour becomes very interesting as the tour 
guide tells you some of the rumors and stories tied to the house and its many 
owners.  One story in particular grabs your attention…rumors that the owner of 
the house in the mid-1800s, Montresor, was a killer, but the allegations were 
never proven because there was no body.  While exploring the wine cellar and the 
family catacombs, the tour guide tells your group that many people believed 
Montresor killed his enemy Fortunato by drowning him in the nearby river.  The 
river was much higher and wider then and would have easily swept the body 
away.  As you listen intently, you lean on the crumbling wall behind.  Blocks 
begin to fall inward and reveal a niche and as you look closer inside, you find a 
skeleton chained to the wall!!! Could this be Fortunato?  How could you be sure? 

4. Present information and conduct activities that help students to use certain   
      information given to identify the race, gender, and age of the person hidden. 

Give students the Analysis of the Unknown Skeleton data taken from the victim.  
Have them look over the Forensic Anthropology Tables and determine a general 
description of the victim.  Then review the powerpoint on mitochondrial DNA 



and how it can be used to link a person from the past to one of their known living 
relatives. 

    
Summarizing/Assessment:    
Write a newspaper article reporting what you found and how you identified the body.  
Remember the important facts- who, when, where, and how- and if possible, the why. 
 

Student Assessment:   Rubric 

Resources/Materials needed:    computer, projector 

Notes from Author:  Carol Hollar-Watson and Terry Howerton 

Note that the powerpoint has several video clips embedded in the pictures. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Name:     Date:                         Assignment:  
    
Summary 
Writing 
Rubric 
 

4 
Superior 

3 
Good 

2 
Fair 

1 
Poor 

Quality of 
Information 

Information 
clearly relates 
to the main 
topic. It 
includes 
several 
supporting 
details and/or 
examples. 

Information 
clearly relates 
to the main 
topic. It  
provides 1-2 
supporting 
details and/or 
examples. 

Information 
clearly relates 
to the main 
topic. No 
details and/or 
examples are 
given. 

Information  
has little or 
nothing to do 
with the main 
topic. 

Accuracy All supportive 
facts and 
statistics are 
reported 
accurately. 

Almost all 
supportive 
facts and 
statistics are 
reported 
accurately. 

Most 
supportive 
facts  and 
statistics are 
reported 
accurately. 

Few supportive 
facts  and 
statistics are 
reported 
accurately. 

Understanding 
of Concepts 

Summary 
illustrates an 
accurate and 
thorough 
understanding 
of the 
concepts 
underlying the 
activity 

Summary 
illustrates an 
accurate 
understanding 
of most of the 
concepts 
underlying the 
activity 

Summary 
illustrates an 
accurate 
understanding 
of some of the 
concepts 
underlying the 
activity 

Summary 
illustrates 
inaccurate 
understanding 
of the concepts 
underlying the 
activity. 

 
 
Assignment Grade: _____________ 
 


