S tudent-Parent Handbook

Inspecting and reviewing
records

provide information to juvenile justice

The Family Educational Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA) and local policy
5125 give parents and students over
18 years of age the right to inspect and
review their education records. Parents or
guardians who want to see their child’s
records should call the school to make
an appointment with the principal or

ity to one of those agencies.
The school system will
forward a copy of your child’s education records to a school in which your
child enrolls upon written request of
that school.
Other exceptions are
described in Policy 5125, which may

schedule an appointment within 45 days
for you to review and inspect the records.
The school may charge a per-page copying fee for copies.

What if records are inaccurate
or misleading?
If a child’s records are inaccurate or
misleading, parents or guardians may ask
the principal to make corrections. They
should write to the principal and specify
the changes they want made, and tell him
or her why the record is inaccurate or
misleading. The principal must respond
the principal decides not to change the
grievance and request a hearing before a
of Education regarding alleged failures
of a school to comply with FERPA by
writing the Family Policy Compliance
400 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20202-8520.

Who else may see
records? If parents are di-

vorced or separated, both parents have
a right to inspect and copy their child’s
education records unless a court limits
or restricts a parent’s access.
who have a legitimate
need to see the records, such as teachers, substitute teachers, teacher assistants, student teachers, school assistant
superintendents and other administrative personnel, as well as the Board of
Education.
Juvenile justice, law enforcement
personnel. When information from a
student’s records is needed to locate a
child or the child’s parents to respond
to an emergency, that information may
be provided to juvenile justice, law
enforcement and emergency medical
personnel.
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA), a

student’s disability whenever school

or from the school system’s attorney
(727-2509).

Surveys
Parents have the right, on request, to
inspect research surveys or studies conducted by third parties. The school system
will not release students’ names and addresses to researchers unless parents are
No students or former students shall
participate in surveys or research projects
on the following subjects without written
political beliefs; mental and psychological problems; sex behavior and attitudes;
illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating and
demeaning behavior; critical appraisals of
other individuals with whom respondents
have close family relationships; legally
recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and ministers; religious practices
or beliefs; or income (other than that required by law to determine eligibility for
participation in a program or for receiving
Student and former students are not
required to participate in research studies
or surveys if their parents object.
— Policy 1326

Grading
Report cards are sent home after the
end of each quarter and show a child’s
academic progress, behavior and attendance. Elementary and middle school
report cards are sent in a brown envelope
the report sheet.
High school report cards are given to
students and do not require a parent’s
signature.
Parents should receive reports about
their child’s grades and behavior at least
three times during each nine-week grading period, as well as a report card at the
end of the grading period.
Report cards contain a lot of information. If you do not understand the reason
for a grade or have other questions, please
make an appointment to see the teacher or
a guidance counselor.
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Be sure you know how your child is
doing in relation to grade level. A “C”
in a regular high school course does not
mean the same level of achievement as a
“C” in an honors or Advanced Placement
course.
all students, individual student progress,
progress in relation to ability, or progress
in relation to the rest of the class.
At the end of the school year, parents
can pick up their child’s report card at
school or provide postage and have it
mailed home.
—Policy and AR 5124

Report
card dates
Report cards are sent out as quickly as
possible at the end of each quarter; high
Elementary schools:
3;
day of the school year.
Middle schools:
High schools will send home report
cards within 7 days of the end of each
quarter.

Testing
Tests can be useful, but they are only
one way of evaluating a child’s performance and needs. Students take many
different kinds of tests.
tests show how much material a student has learned in class. These may
cover one day’s work or a full semester’s.
a student already knows. Appropriate
instruction then can be planned.
given in science, reading and math
through 8, quarterly or semester assessments are given in reading, math,
social studies, science, Algebra I and
Integrated Math I and II. High school
students take assessments quarterly
or by semester in English I, Biology,
Physical Science, Civics and EconomIntegrated Math I and II.
abilities or achievements to standards,
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K-2 GRADING SCALE

4 = Exceeds grade-level
expectations
3 = Meets grade-level
expectations

Retesting

same age or grade.

re

Aptitude testing

-

Aptitude tests are used to assess a student’s
and will not retest.

2 = Making progress toward
grade-level expectations

-

1 = Does not meet grade level
expectations

.

3-5 GRADING SCALE

A = Excellent progress

-

B = Very good progress

-

C = Satisfactory progress
D = Slow progress

-

F = Unsatisfactory progress

-

-

6-12 GRADING SCALE
A = 93 – 100
Superior Performance

-

B = 85 – 92
Good Performance

-

C = 77 – 84
Satisfactory Performance

-

D = 70 – 76
Poor Performance
F = 69 & below
Failing

-

-

-
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TESTS FOR EACH GRADE

An asterisk marks a test required by the ABCs of Public
Education, the state’s accountability plan for schools.

– Policy and AR 6176

Homework

End-of-grade tests will be
given May 14-17. Retest
dates are May 29-June 1.
Other test dates are as listed.
Tests for each grade
Second Grade
ITBS – Nov. 14-16
COGAT – Nov. 2-4
Third Grade
N.C. End-of-Grade Tests*

test day.

Fourth Grade
N.C. End-of-Grade Tests*

on test days.

Fifth Grade
N.C. End-of-Grade Tests*

Driver’s License Eligibility

-

-

Sixth Grade
N.C. End-of-Grade Tests*
Seventh Grade
N.C. End-of-Grade Tests*
Eighth Grade
N.C. End-of-Grade Tests*
Ninth-12th Grades
N.C. End-of-Course Tests*
– Jan. 13-20, May 31-June 7
at all schools

-

10th Grade
N.C. Writing Assessment*
– March 13

—Policy and AR 6154

Dual Enrollment

WAPT upon initial entry;
ACCESS – Spring 2012

Tutoring and other services
-

-
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the Yellow Pages of the telephone book.

-

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT
PARENTS’ RIGHT-TO-KNOW

In 2001, the federal govchanges to the way it funds
federal programs in public
schools by passing the
No Child Left Behind Act.
Parents whose children attend schools receiving
Title I money have the right
to request certain information about their child’s
teachers, and school systems are required to inform
them of that right. Information that parents may request includes:

when walking.
-

Getting Involved
pate:
-

a teaching license for the
grade levels and subject
area he or she is teaching.
teaching under an emergency, lateral entry or provisional license for the
subject area he or she is
teaching.

-

-

-

of any bachelor or graduate
cation areas earned by the
teacher.

-

vided services by
paraprofessionals and their
To request this information,
please call the
Human Resources
department at 748-4079.
Under state law, the school
system cannot release this
information to parents
unless their child attends a
school that receives
Title I money.

—AR 5131.1 and Policy 3541
parents.
-

Buses

Food

-
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Field Trips

INTERNET USE

Students in Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools may
use the Internet in a supervised school classroom environment after complying with
the following:

meal.

-

A. Students will receive instruction in the proper use of
Internet.
B. Students, parents or
guardians of students under
in writing of the
Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Schools Policy and
Regulations for the use of the
Internet and told that their
child will be granted access
to the Internet unless they
object in writing.
- AR 6161.1
The school system’s Internet
use regulations are included
in the policy section of this
handbook and on the school
system’s website.

Before- and After-School
Care

-

-

COPYRIGHT GUIDELINES

Copyright guidelines are
explained in Administrative Regulation 6161.4 and
should be followed by students and faculty.
These rules are applied to all
formats, including print, Internet sites, graphics, sound
resources. For a copy of the
regulation, visit the school
system’s website.

Continued on page 18

-

