
This brochure includes selected competencies in 
each subject for kindergarten. For a more detailed 
list in any subject area and information on how stu-
dent progress is evaluated, please talk to your child’s 
teacher. 

Science 
The student will:

Build an understanding of similarities and differences in animals.
• Identify the similarities and differences in animals, including 

structure, growth, changes and movement.
• Observe how animals interact with their surroundings.
• Observe the behaviors of several common animals.
• Show how to care for a variety of animals.
• Observe the similarities of humans to animals, including their 

basic needs, growth and change, and movement.
Build an understanding of weather concepts.

• Observe daily weather changes throughout the year.
• Identify weather features, including precipitation, wind, tempera-

ture and cloud color.
• Identify types of precipitation, changes in wind, force, direction 

and sky conditions.
• Determine the effects of weather on human activities.
• Use common tools to measure weather.

Build an understanding of the properties of common objects.
• Describe the properties of different kinds of objects (clay, metal, 

cloth, paper, etc.) and how they are used.
• Develop a vocabulary associated with the properties of materials, 

including color, size, shape and texture.
• Describe how objects look, feel, smell, taste and sound.
• Observe that objects can be described and sorted by their proper-

ties.
• Identify some common objects and organisms that are considered 

natural resources.
Use tools and measurements to increase his or her ability to 
describe his or her world.

• Describe how tools can be used to make comparisons. 
• Describe the usefulness of tools such as scissors, pencils, crayons, 

paper clips and hammers to help people.
• Use nonstandard units of measures to describe and compare 

objects.
• Use standard units of measure and compare with nonstandard 

units.
• Show that standard units of measure produce more consistent 

results than nonstandard units. 

English Language Arts 

Mathematics
Major concepts

• Number sense 0 through 30
• Calendar time
• Recognize basic shapes
• Create and extend patterns
• Sort and classify

The student will:
Recognize, model and write whole numbers through 30. 

• Share equally (divide) between two people.
• Count objects in a set.
• Compare and order sets and numbers.
• Use ordinals (1st through 10th).
• Solve problems and share solutions to problems in small groups. 

Explore concepts of measurement. 
• Compare attributes of two objects using appropriate vocabulary 

(color, weight, height, width, length, texture).
• Recognize concepts of calendar time using appropriate vocabulary 

(days of the week, months of the year, seasons).
Explore concepts of geometry. 

• Identify, build, draw and name triangles, rectangles and circles; 
identify, build and name spheres and cubes.

• Compare geometric shapes (identify likenesses and differences).
• Model and use directional and positional vocabulary.
• Complete simple spatial visualization tasks and puzzles.

Collect, organize and display data. 
• Collect and organize data as a group activity.
• Display and describe data with concrete and pictorial graphs as a 

group activity.
Model simple patterns and sort objects. 

• Sort and classify objects by one attribute.
• Create and extend patterns with actions, words and objects.

What will your child learn in kindergarten?
This brochure will show you what your child is expected to learn in kindergarten. The competencies shown in each subject area are some of 
the indicators of student progress toward the goals and objectives of the North Carolina Standard Course of Study. They describe what students 
should know and be able to do consistently and accurately at the end of kindergarten. They focus on concepts, not discrete facts. In general, the 
competencies for each grade build on those achieved in previous grades.

The competencies are designed to enable teachers to assess student progress over time and in a variety of situations. Teachers can gather in-
formation by observing the processes that students use as they work, by observing students’ work products, and by using classroom-based and 
external measures. The information gathered will help teachers make instructional decisions and integrate instruction and assessment. 

Your child’s teacher or principal will be glad to discuss any of these items with you and explain how they are taught in the classroom. 

During the kindergarten year, students need to experience the 
enjoyment of reading while they learn the foundational strategies 
and skills that will enable them to read independently. Kindergar-
ten students engage in word play, listen and respond to children’s 
literature, and build reading and writing concepts, skills and 
strategies. 

The student will: 
Develop and apply strategies and skills to read and write.

• Develop book and print awareness.
• Demonstrate an understanding of letters, words and story.
• Develop phonemic awareness and knowledge of alphabetic 

principle.
• Demonstrate decoding and word recognition skills and strate-

gies.
• Read or begin to read own dictated story, simple patterned 

text, decodable text or predictable texts using letter-sound 
knowledge and pictures.

Develop and apply strategies and skills to comprehend text 
that is read, heard and viewed.

• Demonstrate sense of story, including beginning, middle, end, 
characters and details.

• Demonstrate familiarity with a variety of types of books and 
selections, such as picture books, nursery rhymes, word plays, 
puppet plays and re-enactments of familiar stories.

• Formulate questions that a text might answer before begin-
ning to read, such as what will happen in this story.

• Predict possible events in texts before and during reading.
• Demonstrate understanding of literary language, such as 

“once upon a time.”
• Distinguish fantasy from reality when reading text.
• Identify the sequence of events in a story.

Make connections through the use of oral language, written 
language, and media and technology.

• Connect information and events in text to experience. 
• Discuss concepts and information in a text to clarify and 

extend knowledge.
• Associate target words with prior knowledge and explore an 

author’s choice of words.
• Use speaking and listening skills and media to connect experi-

ences and text, such as listening to and revisiting stories, and 
discussing, illustrating and dramatizing stories. 

Apply strategies and skills in oral, written and visual texts.
• Use new vocabulary in own speech and writing. 
• Use words that name and words that tell action in a variety of 

simple texts.
• Use words that describe color, size and location in a variety of 

texts.
• Maintain conversation and discussions.
• Use a variety of sentence patterns such as interrogative 

requests (Can you go with me?) and sentence fragments that 
convey emotion (Me, too!).

• Write and participate in writing behaviors by using authors’ 
models of language.

Use grammar and language rules to communicate effectively.
• Develop spelling strategies and skills by representing spoken 

language with temporary and conventional spelling, writing 
most letters of the alphabet, and analyzing sounds in a word 
and writing dominant consonant letters. 

• Use capital letters to write the word I and the first letter in 
own name.

• Use legible manuscript handwriting.

Social Studies
Self and Family/Families Around the World
The student will:
Investigate how individuals, families and groups are similar and 
different.

• Identify different groups to which individuals belong.
• Compare and contrast customs of families in communities around 

the world.
Identify and exhibit qualities of responsible citizenship in the 
classroom, school and other social environments.

• Exhibit citizenship traits such as integrity, responsibility and 
trustworthiness in the classroom, school and other social environ-
ments.

• Describe the importance of rules and laws.
Recognize and understand the concept of change in various 
settings.

• Observe and describe how individuals and families grown and 
change.

• Evaluate how the lives of individuals and families of the past are 
different from what they are today.

Explain celebrated holidays and special days in communities.
• Identify religious and secular symbols associated with famous 

people, holidays and specials days of diverse cultures.
• State reasons for observing special, religious and secular holidays 

of diverse cultures.
Express basic geographic concepts in real-life situations.

• Create and interpret simple maps, models and drawings of the 
home, school and other environments.

• Recognize and explain seasonal changes of the environment.
• Identify and state how natural and human resources are used 

within the community.
Apply basic economic concepts to home, school and the 
community.

• Identify examples of how families and communities work together 
to meet their basic needs and wants.

• Give examples of how money is used within the communities, 
such as spending and savings.

• Explore goods and services provided in communities.
Recognize how technology is used at home, school and the 
community.

• Identify different types of media and forms of communication.
• Explore modes of transportation at home and around the world.
• Describe functions of computers and other electronic devices used 

in the home, school and other environments.
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Character Education
In 2001, a state law was passed that requires every local board of ed-
ucation to develop and put into place character education instruction 
with input from their communities. Character education has been part 
of instruction in all classes and at all grade levels in Forsyth County 
since 1996. It helps students learn to work together in an atmosphere 
of respect for themselves and each other and for the world in which 
they live. It creates a climate for learning that will result in decreased 
discipline problems and increased academic achievement.

Our schools focus on seven character traits:
• Responsibility - being dependable by carrying out obligations and 

duties.
• Respect - recognizing and accepting your inherent worth and af-

fording that same worth and value to others.
• Self-discipline - demonstrating hard work and commitment to 

purpose and abstaining from inappropriate behaviors.
• Caring - being considerate, courteous, helpful, kind, sensitive 

to and understanding of others regardless of race, age, gender, 
religion or ethnic origin.

• Integrity - having the inner strength to be truthful, trustworthy, 
honest and dependable in all things.

• Perseverance - being persistent in pursuit of worthy objectives in 
spite of difficulty, opposition or discouragement.

• Courage - having the internal determination to act according to the 
principles of good character even when others don’t; the strength 
to follow your own conscience even when you are in conflict with 
the crowd.

Arts
In an age- and grade-appropriate manner, the student will:
Music

• Sing a varied repertoire of music alone and with others.
• Perform a variety of music on simple instruments alone and with 

others.
• Improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments.
• Compose and arrange music within specified guidelines.
• Read and notate music.
• Listen to, analyze and describe music.
• Evaluate music and music performances.
• Understand relationships between music, the other arts and con-

tent areas outside the arts.
• Understand music in relation to history and culture.

Visual Art
• Develop critical and creative thinking skills and perceptual aware-

ness necessary for understanding and producing art.
• Develop skills necessary for understanding and applying media, 

techniques and processes.
• Organize the components of a work into a cohesive whole through 

knowledge of organizational principles of design and art ele-
ments.

• Choose and evaluate a range of subject matters and ideas to com-
municate intended meaning in artworks.

• Understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures.
• Reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of personal 

work and the work of others.
• Make connections among the forms of visual arts as well as other 

disciplines.
• Develop an awareness of art as an avocation and profession.

Theatre Arts
• Write based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, 

literature and history.
• Act by interacting in improvisations and assuming roles.
• Design and produce theatre by conceptualizing and realizing artis-

tic interpretations for informal or formal productions.
• Direct through planning and presenting informal or formal pro-

ductions.
• Research by finding information to support informal or formal 

productions.
• Compare and integrate art forms by analyzing traditional theatre, 

dance, music, visual arts and new art forms.
• Critique and construct meaning from informal and formal theatre, 

film, television and electronic media productions.
• Understand context by analyzing the role of theatre, film, televi-

sion and electronic media in the past and present.
Dance

• Identify and demonstrate elements and skills in dance.
• Understand choreographic principles, processes and structures.
• Understand that dance can create and communicate meaning.
• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking skills in dance.
• Demonstrate and understand dance in various cultures and histori-

cal periods.
• Make connections between dance and healthful living.
• Make connections between dance and other content areas.
• Understand dance as an art form with a range of opportunities for 

involvement.

Guidance 
The student will:
Acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills that contribute to 
effective learning in school and across the life span.

• Practice attitudes and behaviors that lead to successful learning.
• Verify responsibility for actions.

Acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to 
knowledge of self.

• Develop an awareness of personal abilities, skills, interests and 
motivations.

• Demonstrate the ability to work independently and with other 
students.

Acquire the attitudes, knowledge and interpersonal skills to help 
understand and respect self and others.

• Develop a positive attitude toward self as a unique and worthy 
person.

• Distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate behaviors.
Understand safety and survival skills.

• Distinguish the difference between appropriate and inappropriate 
physical contact.

Computer Skills
Grade-Level Focus Areas 

• Parts of the computer and how to operate it
• Keyboard familiarity
• Grouping and sequencing
• Respect for the work of others
• Responsible care of resources 
• Exploring multimedia
• Observing online resources

The student will:
Understand important issues of a technology-based society 
and  exhibit ethical behavior in the use of computer and other 
technologies.

• Identify, discuss and use common hardware terms and concepts 
such as CPU, monitor, keyboard and mouse.

• Identify graphing as a tool for organizing information as a class. 
• Identify basic word processing terms such as file, menu bar, cur-

sor, open, save and print. 
• Discuss ownership of created works as a class or group. 
• Identify and discuss the Internet as a source of information at 

school and home. 
Will demonstrate knowledge and skills in the use of computer 
and other technologies.

• Use manipulatives and graphing software to organize and display 
data as a class. 

• Identify, locate and use special keys on the keyboard such as ar-
row keys, space bar, Shift, Enter/Return, Backspace and Delete, 
as well as letters and numbers. 

• Use multimedia software to identify and practice letters, numbers, 
shapes and colors as a class or group. 

Healthful Living
Grade-Level Focus Areas
Personal hygiene; personal responsibility; personal safety; recogni-
tion of the categories of My Pyramid and identification of healthy 
food and beverage choices; development of emerging skills of catch-
ing, kicking, throwing, and striking; heart rate identification; respect-
ful participation
The student will:

• Develop knowledge and skills to enhance mental and emotional 
well-being.

• Develop knowledge and skills to enhance personal and consumer 
health.

• Develop healthy and effective interpersonal communication and 
relationship skills.

• Apply knowledge and behavior self-management skills to areas of 
nutrition and physical activity for healthy growth, development, 
and maintenance.

• Choose not to participate in substance abuse.
• Demonstrate competency in a variety of movement forms and 

proficiency in a few to gain competence toward lifetime physical 
activities.

• Demonstrate understanding of movement concepts, principles, 
strategies, and tactics as they apply to the learning and perfor-
mances of physical activities.

• Exhibit a physically active lifestyle.
• Show evidence of an acceptable level of health-related fitness and 

be familiar with factors that benefit performance.
• Exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self 

and others at the same time as values physical activity for health, 
enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social interaction.

• Demonstrate physical activity, and sport and fitness literacy.

What Will Your Child 
Learn In Kindergarten?


