
Science Science 
The student will:
Build an understanding of plant growth and adaptations.

• Determine that the quantities and qualities of nutrients, light and 
water in the environment affect plant growth.

• Observe how environmental conditions can determine how well 
plants grow and survive in a particular environment.

• Analyze plants’ life cycles, including growth, survival and repro-
duction.

• Determine that the number of seeds a plant produces depends on 
variables that include light, water, nutrients and degree of pollina-
tion.

• Observe and discuss how bees pollinate  owers.
• Observe, describe and record properties of germinating seeds.

Build an understanding of soil concepts.
• Observe the properties of soil, including color, texture and capac-

ity to retain water.
• Observe that different soils absorb water at different rates.
• Analyze the ability of soil to support the growth of many plants, 

including those important to our food supply.
• Identify various types of soil, such as sand, clay and humus.
• Determine how composting can be used to recycle discarded plant 

material.
• Determine the relationship between heat and decaying plant mat-

ter in a compost pile.
Build an understanding of the earth/moon/sun system.

• Observe that light travels in a straight line until it strikes an object 
and is re ected and/or absorbed.

• Observe that objects in the sky, including the sun, moon and stars, 
have patterns of movement.

• Using shadows, observe and record the movement of the sun in 
the sky during the day.

• Use appropriate tools to make observations of the moon.
• Observe the change in shape of the moon from day to day over 

several months to determine a pattern.
• Observe that patterns of stars in the sky stay the same, although 

they appear to move across the sky nightly.
Build an understanding of the form and function of the skeletal 
and muscle systems of the human body.

• Identify the skeleton as a system of the human body.
• Describe several functions of bones, including support, protection 

and locomotion.
• Describe the functions of different types of joints, including hinge, 

ball and socket and gliding.
• Describe how different joints allow movement and compare to the 

movement of mechanical devices.
• Observe and describe how muscles cause the body to move.

English Language ArtsEnglish Language Arts
Students in third grade apply skills learned earlier to decode and com-
prehend  ction, non ction, poetry and drama. They use critical think-
ing skills across the disciplines to comprehend and clarify information 
and ideas. They compose  ction, non ction, poetry and drama for a 
variety of purposes and audiences. 
The student will:

Apply enabling strategies and skills to read and write.
• Apply phonics and structural analysis to decode words.
• Use meanings of pre xes and suf xes to decode words in text.
• Increase sight, reading and writing vocabularies through wide 

reading, word study, listening, discussion, book talks, book clubs, 
seminars, viewing, role play and studying the author’s craft.

• Use reference materials to con rm decoding skills, verify spelling 
and extend meanings of words.

• Read independently daily from self-selected materials to increase 
 uency, build background knowledge, and extend vocabulary. 

Use skills to comprehend text that is read, heard and viewed.
• Use strategies to comprehend text, including rereading, reading 

ahead, asking for help, questioning, paraphrasing and retelling.
• Set a purpose, preview the text, make predictions, ask questions, 

locate information for speci c purposes, make connections, and 
use story structure and text organization to comprehend texts. 

• Read works of  ction, non ction, poetry and drama.
• Determine a text’s purpose, plot, con ict, sequence, resolution, 

message, main idea, supporting details, point of view and use of 
 gurative language. 

• Draw conclusions, make generalizations, and gather support by 
referencing the text; summarize ideas from texts.

• Listen actively by facing the speaker, making eye contact, and ask-
ing questions to clarify the message and gain information. 

Make connections through the use of oral language, written 
language and media and technology. 

• Respond to works by considering the differences among genres; 
connecting plot, setting, and characters to own experiences and 
ideas; considering point of view; sharing creative interpretations; 
inferring and drawing conclusions; and re ecting on learning. 

• Identify and discuss similarities and differences in events and char-
acters and support them by referencing the text.

• Use text and own experiences to verify facts, concepts and ideas.
• Make informed judgments about television productions.
• Compare and contrast printed and visual information.
• Use a variety of sources to research projects.

Use skills to create oral, written and visual texts.
• Read aloud grade-appropriate text with  uency, comprehension and 

expression.
• Identify purpose, audience and form for the oral or written task.
• Use preliminary plans to compose drafts that convey major ideas 

and maintain focus on the topic.
• Compose a variety of  ction, non ction, poetry and drama selec-

tions using self-selected topics and forms.
• Revise by clarifying ideas, adding descriptive words and phrases, 

sequencing events and ideas, combining related sentences, and 
strengthening word choice. 

• Produce work that follows the conventions of particular genres.
Apply grammar and language rules to communicate effectively.

• Compose two or more paragraphs with topic sentences, supporting 
details, appropriate sequence and suf cient elaboration. 

• Proofread own writing and correct misspellings using reference 
materials; use correct subject and verb agreement.

• Create documents with legible handwriting.

What will your child learn in third grade?What will your child learn in third grade?
This brochure will show what your child is expected to learn in third grade. The competencies shown in each subject are some of the indicators 
of student progress toward the goals and objectives of the North Carolina Standard Course of Study. They describe what students should know 
and be able to do consistently and accurately at the end of third grade. They focus on concepts, not discrete facts. The competencies for each 
grade build on those achieved in previous grades.
The competencies are designed to help teachers assess student progress over time and in a variety of situations. Teachers can gather information 
by observing the processes that students use as they work, by observing students’ work products, and by using classroom-based and external 
measures. That information helps teachers make informed instructional decisions and integrate instruction and assessment. 
At the end of third grade, students take North Carolina end-of-grade tests in reading and mathematics. The tests include multiple-choice ques-
tions that require each child to solve real-life problems. You will receive your child’s test results for the multiple choice sections with his or her 
 nal report card. 
Your child’s teacher or principal will be glad to discuss any of these items with you and explain how they are taught in the classroom. 

This brochure includes selected competencies in 
each subject for third grade. For a more detailed list 
in any subject area and information on how student 
progress is evaluated, please talk to your child’s 
teacher. 

The student will:
Model, identify and compute with whole numbers up to 9,999.

• Develop number sense for whole numbers through 9,999.
• Build understanding or place value (ones through thousands).
• Develop  uency with multi-digit addition and subtraction with 

numbers up to 9,999 using strategies for adding and subtracting 
numbers, estimation of sums and differences in appropriate situa-
tions, and relationships between operations.

• Develop  uency with multiplication from 1x1 to 12x12 and divi-
sion up to two-digit by one-digit numbers by using strategies for 
multiplying and dividing numbers, estimation of products and 
quotients, and relationships between operations. 

•  Use basic properties (identity, commutative, associative, order of 
operations) for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.

• Use area or region models and set models of fractions to ex-
plore part-whole relationships (halves, fourths, thirds, sixths and 
eighths).

• Develop  exibility in solving problems by selecting strategies and 
using mental computation, estimation, calculators or computers, 
and paper and pencil. 

Recognize and use standard units of metric and customary 
measurement.

• Solve problems using measurement concepts and procedures 
involving elapsed time and equivalent measures within the same 
measurement system.

• Estimate and measure using appropriate units (capacity, length, 
mass and temperature). 

 Recognize and use basic geometric properties of two- and three-
dimensional  gures. 

• Use appropriate vocabulary to compare, describe and classify 
two- and three-dimensional  gures.

• Use a rectangular coordinate system to solve problems.
Understand and use data and simple probability concepts.

• Collect, organize, analyze and display data (including circle 
graphs and tables) to solve problems.

• Determine the number of permutations and combinations of up to 
three items.

• Solve probability problems using permutations and 
combinations.

Recognize, determine and represent patterns and simple 
mathematical relationships.

• Describe and extend numeric and geometric patterns. 
• Extend and  nd missing terms of repeating and growing patterns.
• Use symbols to represent unknown quantities in number sen-

tences.
• Find the value of the unknown in a number sentence.

Social Studies Social Studies 
Citizenship: People Making a Difference
The student will:
Characterize qualities of good citizenship by identifying people 
who make a difference in their communities.

• Identify and explain the importance of civic responsibility, includ-
ing but not limited to obeying laws and voting.

• Explain the need for leaders in communities and describe their 
roles and responsibilities.

• Identify selected personalities associated with major holidays and 
cultural celebrations.

Analyze the multiple roles that individuals perform in families, 
workplaces and communities.

• Distinguish and compare economic and social roles of children 
and adults in the community to communities around the world.

• Examine how individuals can initiate change in families, neigh-
borhoods and communities.

• Analyze changes that have occurred in communities past and pres-
ent.

• Describe how individuals, events and ideas change over time.
• Compare and contrast the family structure and the roles of its 

members over time.
Explain geographic concepts and the relationship between people 
and geography in real life situations.

• Distinguish between various types of maps and globes.
• Use appropriate source maps to locate communities.
• Use geographic terminology to describe and explain variations in 

the physical environment of communities.
Apply basic economic principles to the study of communities.

• Explain the effect of scarcity on the production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services.

• Apply concepts of specialization and division of labor to the local 
community.

• Distinguish and analyze the economic resources within 
communities.

• Recognize and explain reasons for economic interdependence of 
communities. 

Recognize how technology is used at home, school and in the 
community.

• Analyze the ways in which technology is used in a community’s 
economy.

Analyze the role of real and  ctional heroes in shaping the 
culture of communities.

• Identify the deeds of local and global leaders.
• Assess the heroic deeds of characters from folktales and legends.

Major concepts
• Number sense 0 through 9,999 
• multiplication and division 
• non-negative rational numbers 
• capacity and mass
• coordinate grids

Mathematics Mathematics 
• circle graphs
• permutations and combinations
• growing patterns
• variables
• solving relevant and authentic 
problems using technology as 
appropriate.
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Healthful Living Healthful Living 
Grade-Level Focus Areas
Monitoring feelings; planning escape in dangerous situations; recog-
nizing that behavior is changeable; bicycle safety; important nutrients 
in food groups; in uences on substance abuse; likes and dislikes 
related to physical activity; catching, throwing, dancing and basic 
tumbling

The student will:
• Direct personal health behaviors in accordance with own health 

status and susceptibility to major health risks.
• Apply the skills of stress management to the prevention of serious 

health risks for self and others.
• Interpret health risks and corresponding protection measures.
• Apply relationship skills to the promotion of health and the pre-

vention of risks.
• Apply behavior-management skills to nutrition-related concerns.
• Choose not to participate in substance use.
• Achieve and maintain an acceptable level of  tness.
• Understand and respect differences among people.
• Demonstrate responsible personal and social behaviors.

ArtsArts
In an age- and grade-appropriate manner, the student will:
Music

• Sing a variety of music.
• Play a variety of music on simple instruments.
• Improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments.
• Compose and arrange music within speci ed guidelines.
• Read and notate music; listen to, analyze and describe music.
• Understand relationships between music and other areas.
• Understand music in relation to history and culture.

Visual Art
• Develop critical and creative thinking skills and perceptual aware-

ness necessary for understanding and producing art.
• Develop skills necessary for understanding and applying media, 

techniques and processes.
• Use organizational principle of design and art elements to organize 

work into a whole.
• Evaluate subject matters and ideas to communicate meaning.
• Assess personal work and others’ work.
• Make connections between visual art and other disciplines.
• Develop an awareness of art as an avocation and profession.

Theatre Arts
• Write based on personal experience and heritage, imagination, 

literature and history.
• Act by interacting in improvisations and assuming roles.
• Design and produce informal or formal productions.
• Direct informal or formal productions.
• Research to support informal or formal productions.
• Analyze and compare traditional and new art forms.
• Critique and construct meaning from informal and formal theatre, 
 lm, television and electronic media productions.

Dance
• Identify and demonstrate elements and skills in dance.
• Understand choreographic principles, processes and structures.
• Understand that dance can create and communicate meaning.
• Demonstrate critical and creative thinking skills in dance.
• Demonstrate and understand dance in various cultures and histori-

cal periods.
• Make connections between dance and healthful living.
• Make connections between dance and other content areas.

Computer SkillsComputer Skills
Grade-Level Focus Areas

Character EducationCharacter Education
In 2001, a state law was passed that requires every local board of ed-
ucation to develop and put into place character education instruction 
with input from their communities. Character education has been part 
of instruction in all classes and at all grade levels in Forsyth County 
since 1996. It helps students learn to work together in an atmosphere 
of respect for themselves and each other and for the world in which 
they live. It creates a climate for learning that will result in decreased 
discipline problems and increased academic achievement.

Our schools focus on seven character traits:
• Responsibility - being dependable by carrying out obligations and 

duties.
• Respect - recognizing and accepting your inherent worth and af-

fording that same worth and value to others.
• Self-discipline - demonstrating hard work and commitment to 

purpose and abstaining from inappropriate behaviors.
• Caring - being considerate, courteous, helpful, kind, sensitive 

to and understanding of others regardless of race, age, gender, 
religion or ethnic origin.

• Integrity - having the inner strength to be truthful, trustworthy, honest 
and dependable in all things.

• Perseverance - being persistent in pursuit of worthy objectives in 
spite of dif culty, opposition or discouragement.

• Courage - having the internal determination to act according to the 
principles of good character even when others don’t; the strength 
to follow your own conscience even when you are in con ict with 
the crowd.
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Second LanguageSecond Language
All elementary schools offer a program in French or Spanish. The 
primary goal is the progressive development of pro ciency – the 
ability to communicate purposefully in a language other than Eng-
lish. Emphasis is placed on:

• Oral language development with a focus on listening and speaking 
skills.

• Pre-reading or writing activities through oral language.
• Awareness of other cultures.
• Comparison of culture and language to the student’s own.
• Connections to the third-grade curriculum.
• Awareness that language is used outside the classroom.
• Awareness of the importance of learning another language and 

culture.
The student will:

• Engage in conversation and exchange information and opinions 
orally and in writing in the target language.

• Understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety 
of topics in the target language.

• Present information, concepts and ideas to an audience on a vari-
ety of topics in the target language.

• Gain knowledge and demonstrate understanding of the relation-
ships among practices, products and perspectives of cultures other 
than his or her own.

• Develop insight into the nature of language and culture by com-
paring his or her own language and culture to others.

• Acquire, reinforce and further his or her knowledge of other disci-
plines through the foreign language.

• Use language and demonstrate cultural knowledge and under-
standing within and beyond the school setting for personal and 
educational growth and enrichment.

Guidance Guidance 
The student will:
Acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skills that contribute to 
effective learning in school and across the life span.

• Practice attitudes and behaviors that lead to successful learning.
• Verify responsibility for actions.

Acquire the skills to investigate the world of work in relation to 
knowledge of self.

• Develop an awareness of personal abilities, skills, interests and 
motivations.

• Demonstrate the ability to work independently and with other 
students.

Acquire the attitudes, knowledge and interpersonal skills to help 
understand and respect self and others.

• Develop a positive attitude toward self as a unique and worthy 
person.

• Distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate behaviors.
Understand safety and survival skills.

• Determine the dangers of substance use and abuse.
• Distinguish the difference between appropriate and inappropriate 

physical contact.

• Awareness of copyright law 
• Responsible and safe use of 

resources
• Exploring information tech-

nologies

• Building word-processing tech-
niques 

• Using multimedia tools
• Exploring spreadsheets

The student will:
Understand important issues of a technology-based society 
and exhibit ethical behavior in using computers and other 
technologies.

• Identify, discuss and chart uses of technology in the community 
(farmers, grocery, restaurant, veterinarian, medical and emer-
gency services).

• Demonstrate knowledge of individuals’ rights of ownership of 
created works by citing sources. 

• Identify, discuss and visually represent uses of databases in the 
community to collect, organize and display information.  

• Recognize, discuss and demonstrate responsible and safe online 
behavior as a class or group. 

Demonstrate knowledge and skills in the use of computer and 
other technologies.

• Discuss and select appropriate technology tools (probeware, digi-
tal cameras, handhelds) to collect, analyze and display data. 

• Plan, discuss and use keyword search or  lter using one criterion 
in prepared databases.

• Enter or edit data in a prepared spreadsheet to perform calcula-
tions. Identify and discuss the changes that occur. 

• Use menu or tool bar functions to format and change the appear-
ance of word-processing documents. 

• Discuss and use multimedia tools (capture, create, edit, publish). 
• Investigate teacher-selected Internet resources about communities; 

discuss and compare  ndings for usefulness. 
Use a variety of technologies to access, analyze, interpret, 
synthesize, apply and communicate information.

• Enter or edit data in a prepared spreadsheet to perform calcula-
tions and determine which graph best represents the data.

• Use word processing as a tool to write, edit and publish.
• Identify, discuss and use multimedia to present ideas, concepts 

and information in a variety of ways as a class. 


