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As this year’s Homecomher, it wasn’t to the
ing Court stood out on the bright,
student body. Many
illuminated football field in their
people are charmed
beautiful dresses, freezing in their
by Mary Beth’s
heels but looking as beautiful as
warm and kind
ever, escorts on their arms, anpersonality. She’s
ticipation flooded through the few
never seen without
senior ladies. Wondering, who is
a smile on her face,
going to win? Will they say my
what’s not to love?
name?
There’s no
Finally after having introdoubt that the studuced all of the lucky ladies to
dents and teachers
have made the court, the sound
will miss her! As
of the Mr. Sapp’s voice boomed
well as the shock
through the speakers, announcof being elected
ing this year’s 2013 Homecoming
queen, Johnson
Queen, “Mary Beth Johnson!”
would like to thank
Seconds later the crowd went wild! all of the people
Mary Beth Johnson, a senior here
who made this night so memorable
at East Forsyth is loved by many,
and amazing for her. It’s safe to say
and was chosen as this year’s
that this is most girls’ dream come
queen.
true, and she was deserving of this
“The moment was comhonor.
pletely surreal. I felt very overJohnson is extremely
whelmed and honored. There are
involved at East Forsyth, she is
so many
vice president of
deserving
Leading Ladies,
girls in
president of Latin
the school
Club, a member
and to be
of Fellowship of
chosen
Christian Athas Homeletes, she plays
coming
on the Varsity
Queen was
Tennis Team, and
a shock to
is a Features Edime” said
tor for the school
Johnson.
newspaper, The
As
Talon. The Class
shocking
of 2014 voted
Photo
credit
to
Ms.
Messiano
as it was to
Johnson “Best

All Around” in the school yearbook superlatives. After graduation
Johnson plans to attend either UNC
Chapel Hill or UNC Wilmington to
pursue a career in the medical field.
There is no doubt that she has a
bright future ahead.
Johnson would like to give
a shout out to East Forsyth’s Super
Fans for supporting the whole
Homeconing court.
This is one memory that
she will always be able to cherish
and carry forward on throughout
life, because not many girls receive
this honor.
The Talon staff would like
to give a big thanks to Johnson for
always being pleasant and sharing
her amazing personality with East
Forsyth, the crown was completely
deserved!

Obamacare is a new reform
to the insurance and health care
industry. The reform is thousands
of pages long, but it is designed to
make health care affordable for all
people, and cut medical costs so
they don’t break the bank
Obamacare is promised to
provide quality healthcare services
to people who need it, improved
wait times for doctor visits, and
better basic health coverage.
Obamacare eliminates gender
related fees and gives healthcare
coverage to people who otherwise
could not afford it.
The new law may have

some negative effects though.
When the Affordable Care
Act website came online October
1, the website was flooded with applicants and crashed. Many Americans who plan to keep their private
insurance plans have learned that
their payment rates are rising as a
result of Obamacare altering the
healthcare market.
Solutions set forth by
congress, to this ongoing fight over
Obamacare include time to let citizens understand the program and
help to correct our healthcare system to where it benefits the citizens
of the United States.

What Exactly is
Obamacare?
By Reid Hutchins
News Co-Editor

FOOTBALL
UPDATES!!

Obamacare is the unofficial
name for the new law called The
Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act that was signed into law
in March of 2010. Obamacare, established October 1, was a leading
factor in the government shutdown
among other issues, even though it
will not come into full effect until
January 2014.
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Driving Dilemma
By Reid Hutchins
News Co-Editor

It is a privilege for juniors
and seniors at East Forsyth to be
able to park on campus if one has
a driver’s license and can buy
a parking sticker. There are an
overwhelming number of students
and teachers that drive to school
everyday making the various
parking lots at East crowded and
sometimes even difficult to find a
parking spot.
There are a number of areas
where students are prohibited from
parking and the administration has
begun to combat students’ attempts
to park in these prohibited areas.
By placing an orange sticker on
their cars, making record of the car
being in the wrong location, and
reprimanding the driver if it occurs
more than once, administration is
hoping to curb the problem.
Some areas at East where
parking is prohibited include, the
medians in the parking lot that
have mulch in them, parent parking at the main office, around the
cafeteria area, and handicapped
parking spots.
In years past, people have
continuously parked illegally, but
the new driving stipulations have
cracked down on the illegal parking. In all honesty, these prohibited
areas should make complete and

total sense to students.
Another issue in the 201314 school year is the number of
sophomores that are parking on
campus, making it even harder for
juniors, seniors, and teachers to
find a place to park. Sophomores
are not allowed to park on the
campus at East under any circumstances, but some sophomores
still like to rebel and disregard the
rules, parking on campus anyway.
For years, sophomores who
have their driver’s license during
any part of their sophomore year
have parked up at the antique shop
on the corner of Mountain Street
and Hastings Hill Road and walked
down to school. Now sophomores
have begun to break the rules and
park on campus, mainly in the top
lot. When juniors and seniors arrive to school, they may find that
parking lots are more crowded
because of the increased number of
sophomore drivers.
The parking rules don’t
only apply to sophomores parking
on campus, but also go for anyone
who doesn’t have a parking pass.
If you don’t have a parking pass
you are at risk of being towed and
having your car removed from the
parking lot at school.

EFHS Coupon Special!
Buy 1 Large Pizza at Menu Price
and Get 1 Large Pizza Free!
822C S Main St.
Kernersville, NC 27284
Phone: (336) 992-0999

Expires on 1/15/14

Government
Shutdown:
Where We Stand
By David Torres
Staff Reporter

It has been a few weeks
since the government has recovered from a “shutdown.” For seventeen days unnecessary government services were closed due to a
disagreement between members of
Congress and President Obama.
Every year, Congress must

pass the fiscal federal budget for
the federal fiscal year. This is
achieved when the House and Senate come to an agreement upon the
budget and send it to the president
for his signature or veto.
Congress was never able to
agree upon a budget. Even though
the president agreed with the Senate’s budget proposal, it never
reached his desk.
This was mainly because
the House of Representatives is
currently ruled by the Republicans and the Senate is ruled by the
Democrats.
Congress hasn’t been able
to agree on many things lately due
to differing political views.

East Forsyth students focus intently on a math test in
Mrs. Cecil’s Algebra 2 class.

Standardized Testing:
Excessive or Necessary?
By Adam B. Moore
Editor-in-Chief

“On this test you must use a
sharpened #2 pencil to fully darken
the bubble on your answer sheet. If
anyone does not have a sharpened
#2 pencil, please raise your hand at
this time and I will provide one for
you.”
We have all heard this
phrase plenty of times just before
taking a standardized test. Do
standardized tests actually help
students? This hotly debated issue
divides the educational community.
From the End of Quarter
tests and End of Grade tests in
elementary school to the End of
Course tests in middle school, to
Common Exams and AP Exams
in high school, we have been
swamped with hours upon hours of
sitting silently in a desk and bubbling a perfect oval onto an answer
sheet.
Students take these tests for
different reasons. Some of the tests
are taken to analyze your ability at
the content of the course, but some
tests are actually meant to analyze
a teacher’s ability to teach material
effectively.

Supporters of standardized
testing say that it is the best way to
analyze how students around the
world retain and use information
taught to them at school.
The answer sheet is bubbled by the student, sent in, run
through a machine that will mark it
as correct or incorrect, and a number will appear. It is an easy and
efficient way to get numbers.
Others argue that standardized testing does not accurately depict a student’s knowledge, as the
probability of getting the answer
correct is fairly high with multiple
choice questions.
Some students will likely
not know the answer to the question, but can find it using various
strategies like process of elimination, or knowing not to choose answers that are very similar, working backwards, etc. Essentially, it
becomes a testing game.
There are many pros and
cons to standardized testing. Regardless of your opinion though,
they remain an essential step to
college acceptance.

Passing a federal budget is
very important this year because of
the implementation of the Affordable Care Act, popularly known as
“Obamacare”.
The Affordable Care Act
would require funding from the
Federal Budget for this fiscal year.
But the Republican’s budget proposal would defund the Affordable
Care Act, whereas the Senate’s
proposal would fund it.
Another reason why Congress could not come to an agreement was because the House of
Representatives was using their
power of budget approval to hold
back any budget decisions.
In doing so, they were

trying to show the people that
as Republicans, they were doing
everything they could to stall the
Affordable Care Act.
The government shutdown
began on October 1st and was effective for seventeen days.
On October 17th, President
Barack Obama signed a bill to reopen the federal government until
early 2014 and lift the federal debt
limit.
Everything that was closed
due to the government shutdown is
up and running once again.
Hopefully our elected officials can make the needed compromises to keep the government open
in the future.
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The K-Vegas
Sit-Down
Showdown
By Will Rierson
News Editor

rable to those served in the school
cafeteria or at Burger King.
Overall, Doss’ is a good
place to grab some classic fried
food in a family friendly atmosphere, as long as you aren’t afraid
of a few clowns hanging around.

Mickey’s Café is located in Kernersville in the building once ocKernersville has many fine
cupied by Bill & Leah’s Ice Cream
restaurants, so choosing where to
and Café. When Bill and Leah
eat out can be difficult. To decide
once and for all, The Talon has un- decided to retire, the folks who operated Mickey’s Country Kitchen
dertaken a food taste test of some
in Walkertown stepped in to keep
of the most popular Kernersville
the place running. The food served
eateries.
at Mickey’s is basically the same
In the “K-Vegas Sit-Down
as what Bill & Leah’s had, though
Showdown”, similarly styled resbreakfast and additional lunch and
taurants are pitted head to head in
a detailed study of the atmosphere, dinner items are now available.
Our visit to Mickey’s went
location, service, and menu items.
smoothly,
with a short wait time
To start what will be a series of
matches, the News staff judged two comparable to that at Doss’. Mickey’s has no distinct theme in its
of our favorite grills and barbeque
décor, choosing instead to keep just
restaurants.
a few plain paintings on the walls.
The food was very good.
GRILL
The red hot dogs and burgers were
made just right and the crinkled
Doss’ Old Fashion Ice Cream
and seasoned fries were excellent.
& Grill is located in Kernersville
The only problem worth
near Goodwill. As the name immentioning
was that I did experiplies, they mostly sell ice cream,
ence a hot dog bun malfunction.
hot dogs, hamburgers, and related
It fell apart as I was eating, but I
items.
During our visit to the grill, carried on so that I could let you,
the people of East Forsyth, know
we encountered some harsh treatment from the cashier, who had no which grill was best.
Any stalwart fan of Bill &
time for the absent mindedness of
Leah’s
who
has not yet tried Mickour editor Adam B. Moore. Moore
ey’s should go check the place
zoned out after he made his orout. The menu is just as good, and
der, forgetting to pay the cashier.
some may argue even better under
This spurred the worker to raise
the new ownership. \
his voice and demand for the cash
After trying both locations,
until he got it.
the News Staff decided that based
As we sat down to eat our
hot dogs, burgers and fries, we no- on its great food and friendly serticed the numerous clown dolls and vice, Mickey’s is the champion of
the K-Vegas Sit-Down Showdown
pictures hanging from the walls.
The entire dining room has a clown Grille Category!
motif, which certainly is an attenBARBEQUE
tion getter. The food was classic
American fare- tasty red hot dogs
Clark’s Barbeque on Highway 66
and well cooked burgers, though
the fries were not that great compa- S. sells pit cooked Lexington style

Thanksgiving
+ Hanukkah =
Thanksgivukkah
By Adam B. Moore
Editor-in-Chief

Start stuffing your turkeys
and spinning your dreidels because
Thanksgivukkah is coming! November 28, 2013 is a special day
for the Jews as they will sit at the
Thanksgiving table to discuss what
they are thankful for, but they will
also celebrate another holiday,
Hanukkah.
For the first time in history,
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah will
overlap, producing a hybrid holiday, Thanksgivukkah.
Mathematically, this unique
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holiday should have occurred in
1861, but Thanksgiving was not
formally made a holiday until two
years later in 1863 thanks to President Abraham Lincoln. Perhaps

Photos courtesy of Baltimore Jack, Mickey’s Cafe, Clark’s, and Sue Polinsky

pork barbeque and other country cooking. The restaurant is far
from East Forsyth, located toward
that ugly orange and blue bobcat
school, but is a favorite among local workers.
On the inside, the restaurant
has a casual, subdued atmosphere.
We ordered their Lexington pulled
pork sandwich and enjoyed it.
The succulent meat is finely
shredded and served on a bun with
your choice of coleslaw or barbeque slaw. All in all, Clark’s is a
reputable North Carolina barbeque
establishment worth visiting that
honorably serves our regions favorite pork dish.
Prissy Polly’s Bar-B-Que on
Highway 66 S. sells both Eastern
and Lexington style pork barbeque
and home cooked Southern favorites. Prissy Polly’s is located in
close proximity to Clark’s, though
it also draws diners from all around
town.
The interior of the restaurant has a distinct American feel to
it. Displays of Kernersville World
War II veterans, nearby colleges,
American icons, and Southern culture all dot the walls.
We again ordered barbeque
sandwiches and were surprised at

President Lincoln needed something pleasant to think about in the
heat of the American Civil War.
How rare is this holiday?
Well, let’s just say no one reading
this article will ever experience it again, as it won’t roll
around again until the year
79811.
Nope, that is not a typo,
this will not occur again for
another 77,798 years according to Jewish physicist and
calendar expert, Jonathan
Mizrahi.
It is likely you are wondering what you will do with
this new holiday. Well, I have
your fix. First off, if you enjoy
cooking, this holiday is for
you.
Tina Wasserman of Reform Judaism.org has created
Artwork courtesy of Brooklyn Vegan
several festive recipes for

the massive amount of food served
to us. The meat on the sandwiches
was not as thinly shredded as
Clark’s, but they tasted great and
the portions were much larger.
Each sandwich came with a side of
hushpuppies for free.
The owner was very nice
and even offered to bring us more
hushpuppies, an offer that few
other places would give to someone for just buying a sandwich and
tea.
For its friendly service,
great food, and lively atmosphere,
Prissy Polly’s wins the top spot for
Barbeque in the K-Vegas Sit-Down
Showdown.
It is important to mention
that both restaurants tested were
very similar in quality, and Clark’s
actually has better parking, though
the full experience at Prissy Polly’s
won the prize.
All restaurants tested in the Grill
and Barbeque categories are great
places to eat at in Kernersville.
These businesses are only the first
to be judged by The Talon in what
will hopefully become the premier
test of local mom and pop restaurants by our news reporters.

the unique holiday that combine
traditional Thanksgiving foods,
such as turkey and pumpkins, and
traditional Hanukkah foods such as
latkes and bread kugel.
Wasserman gives a sample
Thanksgivukkah menu, complete
with a roasted turkey, homemade
applesauce, and a savory challah
bread kugel with dried fruits, nuts
and sun-dried tomatoes.
Thanksgivukkah also has a
fantastic Pinterest board that gives
recipe ideas, craft ideas, and even
some ways to celebrate for those
who are not Jewish.
Regardless of your race or
religion, Thanksgivukkah will only
come by once in your lifetime, so
celebrate it to the fullest. Play it
safe, but enjoy this new holiday.
The Talon staff would like
to wish the East Forsyth family a Happy Thanksgivukkah!

