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Wrap Artists
By Mario Mejia Gonzalez

Staff Reporter
 
 Unwrapping gifts on 
Christmas day is amazing, but do 
you know what types of gifts you 
can give? The gift can be home 
made, such as holiday cards, 
sweaters or even scrapbooks and 
toys. 
 You can also make baked 
goods like cakes, cookies and other 
sweet treats. But you don’t have 
to make it or bake it. You can also 
just buy your gift in stores. Buy 
books, toys, clothing, and even 
jewelry.   
 But out of all the choices 
you can pick from, going and 
visiting your family is one of the 
biggest gifts to give to your loved 
ones.
 Homemade gifts are gen-
erally cheaper, but it’s a fun and 
great way to show someone that 
you took the time to make a gift 

from the bottom of your heart. If 
you’re good at art, there are plenty 
of options of gifts. 
 Make a great homemade 
card and maybe add some cash in 
it. Another type of gift is a lovely 

sweater. Making a sweater takes 
lots of time and you have to have 
patience as well. Adding color and 
beautiful designs makes the sweat-
er awesome. 
 You don’t have to make 
a sweater. Baking a yummy cake 
may be hard but lots of fun. Cakes 
are yummy and if you make their 
favorite type of cake, they will 
certainly be grateful for your effort. 
 Buying is okay, there’s no 

wrong in doing so; but it’s maybe 
better to go to stores when there 
are sales. You will save money and 
by doing so, you will be able to 
purchase more. When buying, most 
people think, “What type of gift 

should I get?” You want to get 
an awesome gift but don’t know 
what to get. 
	 Know	the	person	and	find	
out what they want or what they 
need.  
	 A	lovely	gift	basket	filled	
with a scarf, lotion, chocolate, 
fuzzy socks, a Starbucks gift 
card and a thoughtful note. For 
a guy, video games, their fa-

vorite chips, a piece of cake, gift 
cards and lotion are always a safe 
bet.  
 A beautiful ring or necklace 
is a lovely gift for a female and 
shoes or boots and a warm jacket 
(so they don’t turn in to popsicles) 
are favorable as well.  Clothes can 
be bought for males and females. 
 Remember, this holiday 
season is about giving; not receiv-
ing!

Silver Bells
By Kendall Roberson

Features Editor

 Hark! How the bells, sweet 
silver bells! Ever wonder what the 
ringing of those silver bells outside 
your local supermarket mean? Dur-
ing the annual Christmas season, 
the Salvation Army places red 
kettles, with a volunteer ringing a 
silver bell, outside a local super-
market to help raise money for 
those families in need during the 
holiday time. 
 

  
 
 These red kettles collect 
donations and aid in providing 
Christmas dinners, clothing, and 
toys for those families in need. 
Salvation Army volunteers deliver 
gifts to shut-ins, hospitals, nursing 
homes, shelters and many other 
local places in order to spread the 
holiday cheer with everyone in the 
community, even the less fortunate. 
 Although the Christmas 
season	is	extremely	significant	to	
the Salvation Army, it also offers 
aid and service to families year 
round who have economical, emo-
tional and family problems. 
 December 14th, East For-
syth’s own Junior Civitans club 
partnered with the Kernersville 
Male Civitans club and ringing the 
bells for the Salvation Army at the 
Kernersville Wal-Mart off South 
Main Street.
 So next time you walk past 
one of those red kettles and hear 
the peaceful ringing of the silver 
bell, think about how much a little 
donation could help someone 
during this Christmas season. You 
never know who might be in need 
of a little gift or holiday cheer! 
Hey, a little goes a long way. 
 If you would like to get 
involved, contact the local Salva-
tion Army of Kernersville or just 
donate the next time you see a red 
kettle and hear a bell ringing.  

      

 
 

 

 \

 

New Year, New You?
By Mary Beth Johnson

Features Editor

Mr. Sapp: “Be able 

to part my hair 

on a different 

side”

 New Year’s Eve is a time 
of	reflection	and	anticipation.	What	
did I accomplish this year? What 
did I say I was going to do but 
never got around to? How have I 
changed? What will I accomplish 
next year? How will I change? 
There may be a series of questions 
you ask yourself to refocus your 
life and set goals for making the 
upcoming year your best year yet, 
but does a new year mean a new 
you?
 When asked what their 
New Year’s resolution was, several 
East Forsyth teachers had valuable 
input. Maybe we as students can 
take note of their goals for inspira-
tion when creating our own. 
	 The	top	five	New	Year’s	
Resolutions for 2012 included 
losing weight, getting organized, 
spending less/saving more, enjoy-
ing life to the fullest, and staying 
fit	and	healthy.	45%	of	Americans	
usually make New Year Resolu-
tions,	but	only	8%	are	successful	in	

achieving their resolution. 
 While this isn’t necessarily 
shocking,	many	find	themselves	
wondering what they could be do-
ing different to truly accomplish 
what they want in the new year. 
You must be proactive in your 
goal; it must be part of a lifestyle 
change, not something you only do 
sometimes. Good luck in the 2014 
year to make it the best year yet!

Ms. (soon to be Mrs.) Pe-
terson: Punctuality

Mrs. Agee: “To be 

more like 

Bailey Moore” 

Mrs. Hilton: “I’m going to 
resolve to stop making 
fun of Boggs for all of 

her hashtags.”

Stansell: “I’m going to drop ten pounds like it’s hot.” 

Mr. Gray: 

He won’t decide until 

December 30th, 2014 

Boggs: 

“I intend to be a bet-

ter friend to Ms. 

Peterson so she’ll 

invite me to her next 

wedding.”

Photo courtesy of http://www.hillbillyhousewife.com

Photo Courtesy of http://www.salarmychicago.org
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A Declassified 
School Survival 

Guide: 
Surviving 

Family 
Gatherings as a 

Significant 
Other

By Mary Beth Johnson
Features Editor

 The holiday season is here 
and that typically indicates a some-
what overwhelming combination 
of food, family, and fellowship. If 
you’re dating someone, he or she 
may	find	that	it	is	that	perfect	time	
to showcase your relationship. As 
you go to meet the loved ones of 
your	significant	other,	there	are	
some things you should do and 
many things to avoid doing. Here’s 
a list to (hopefully) help you make 
a great impression on the family 
and close friends of the person 
you’re just crazy about (without 
driving them crazy):

1. Don’t ask someone if they are 
expecting. Maybe there’s a ques-
tionable bump, but that  
    may be the result of eating too 
many Thanksgiving leftovers. 

2.	Don’t	flirt	with	the	cousins.	Be	
proud	that	your	significant	other	
comes from an attractive family. 

3. Limit the PDA. Ain’t nobody got 
time to see that. Ain’t nobody want 
to see that. 
    Besides, there’s surely an aunt 
with bright red lipstick ready to 
give a little sugar. 

4. Always be gracious. Whether it’s 
the food or hospitality, be thankful 
for what you’ve 
    received (even if the fruitcake 
was leftover from last year). Offer 
to clean up after the 
    meal is served.  

5.	Dress	to	Impress.	What	you	
wear	provides	the	first	(and	often	
lasting) impression you 
    have on those you encounter. 
Don’t dress like you’re trying to go 
to the club. However, 

    dress accordingly: if the gather-
ing is casual, don’t dress in formal-
wear.	Refined	and	
    modest attire will usually do the 
trick.
6. Don’t get stranded without your 
significant	other.	Don’t	follow	
them to the bathroom 
    necessarily, but try to stay by 
his/her side to avoid awkward con-
versations with a 
    creepy Uncle Bill. 

7. 

Research the family before you at-
tend the gathering. There’s no need 
to get 
    background checks or anything 
(even though they’ve probably 
done one on you), but 
    be aware of favorite sports 
teams, political and religious 
views, and other interests so 
    you don’t provide input that may 
lead to an awkward silence. Also, 
respect family 
    traditions. 

8. Have an idea of what you want 
to do with your life. If you have no 
idea (which is 
    completely normal for high 
school students), make something 
realistic up. Remember 
				when	you	were	five	and	wanted	
to be a prince or princess? Think of 
an alternative 
    plan: a rock star, wasn’t it? 

9. Be polite. Take muddy shoes off. 
Make eye contact when speaking 
with those you 
    meet. Wait until everyone has 
gotten their food before eating (if 
the meal is formal). 
    Don’t make any strange noises 
when you’re eating and keep your 
mouth closed while 
    eating. Don’t constantly look at 
your phone.  

10. Give genuine compliments. 
Make it clear that you had a nice 
time and you are glad to 
      be in their company. 

 Attending a family gather-
ing with your boyfriend or girl-
friend can be stressful. Remember, 
family is family. Everyone’s family 
has quirks about them, so just en-
joy your time to get to know how 
your	significant	other	grew	up.	Just	
use common sense, be ready for 
embarrassing stories, be thankful 
for whatever it may be that you re-
ceive,	and	never,	ever,	find	yourself	
outside the Circle of Trust.

Photo Courtesy of javaadventure.blogspot.com 
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Holiday Pick-Up Lines
By Kendall Roberson

Features Editor

Holiday 
Activities!

By Gabe Price
Staff Reporter

 Are you looking for some 
interesting things to do during the 
holidays this year? Well I might 
have some ideas for you. There 
are many fun and exciting things 
to do during in December. Such 
as, getting a Christmas tree ready, 
wrapping Christmas presents and 
spending time with your family 
and friends.
 One thing I always liked is 
ABC	Family’s	25	Days	of	Christ-
mas.	The	‘25	Days	of	Christmas’	
event, which traditionally begins 
December 1st and runs every day 
up to Christmas, includes a bunch 
of holiday movies and most of the 
classics.
 It is important to select a 
sturdy tree. You’d hate to see all 
those pretty ornaments fall and 
break due to a straggly tree. You 
can basically decorate it any way 
that you want. Always remember 
a beautifully decorated Christmas 

tree can light up the holiday spirit 
of everyone who sees it.
 I have always like wrap-
ping gifts. I would often play 
pranks such as wrapping a large 
box with a small gift inside. My 
mom always made sure to pick 
out the craziest wrapping paper 
but you can do whatever you so 
choose!
 Local bystander, lacrosse 
player and outdoorsman, Matt 
Woods	(’15)	said,	“I	like	to	spend	
time with my family and deer hunt 
as much as possible”. Matt does 
make a good point here; family 
is always important and he also 
expresses his love towards deer 
hunting season, which is currently 
in.
 Another bystander, Jamey 
May	(’15),	said,	“I	like	to	start	my	
holiday days off with a warm cup 
of coffee, 3 table spoons of sugar 
and pumpkin spice creamer. Then, 
I like to put my warm fuzzy socks 
on	and	cuddle	up	to	and	open	fire.”	
It’s obvious that Jamey is a sup-
porter of the holidays.
 But if you want to be a 
“Scrooge”, you just wasted your 
time reading this article.  

 Are you looking for some 
interesting things to do during the 
holidays this year? Well I might 
have some ideas for you. There is 
a game that is played nationwide 
called “Dirty Santa”.
 Jason Nieradka (’14) states, 
“I love dirty Santa, it gives me 
a warm tingly feeling inside. It 
makes me feel like a champion”.
 You might ask, how does 
this game work? Each participant 
supplies one wrapped gift. 
 The gifts are placed in a 
central location, and participants 
determine in what order they will 
take turns selecting them.
	 The	first	person	opens	a	
wrapped gift and the turn ends.  
 On subsequent turns, each 
person gets the choice of “stealing” 
any unwrapped item or choosing a 
wrapped one from the gift pile.
 When a player’s gift is 
stolen, they must select a replace-
ment gift from the pile of wrapped 
presents. The game is over when 
the last person has taken their turn.

 
Now 
that you 
know 
what the 
game is, 
let’s talk 
about 
some interesting gifts to use. The 
gifts are usually cheap and have a 
twist to them. 
 By that, I mean that they’re 
funny or really dumb.
 People do this because it’s 
a fun Christmas game to play and 
always keeps somebody on their 
toes. 
 The point of “Dirty Santa” 
is to make Christmas shopping 
easier and to spread around the 
spirit of giving to those you might 
not normally have on your Christ-
mas list. 
 In addition, this is the per-
fect answer for large group envi-
ronments, such as work, school or 
volunteer organizations.

By Brooke Burrows
Staff Reporter

 Caelan Gonzalez has put 
3 years of blood, sweat, and tears 
into our beloved newspaper The 
Talon. Okay, maybe not blood. 
 This is Caelan’s last year 
here at East Forsyth, which makes 
this is last year as a staff member 
on The Talon. He plans to continue 
on his love for journalism through-
out college, hopefully at Chapel 
Hill, where he plans to major in 
journalism. 
 Caelan is the editor of the 
sports section, and puts a lot of ef-
fort into making the paper the best 
it can be. 
 When asked how he felt 
about being on the news-
paper, Caelan said, “I take 
pride in making the sports 
section with Derek McCann, 
and I appreciate our readers 
and their support.” 
 Not only does 
Caelan love journalism, 
but he loves sports just as 
much.  
 Being an athlete 
himself, his favorite article 
to write is the Athlete of The 
Month. 
 He’s a member of 
East Forsyth’s men’s tennis 
team, and puts lots of time 
into the sport. His favorite 
activity outside of school is 
tennis as well. 
 “I’ve always enjoyed 
sports,	and	I	always	figured	
that getting to write about 
them would be a fun experi-
ence,” said Caelan.  

 In his free time, Caelan 
loves to play video games and 
watch sports. His favorite sports to 
watch are football and hockey. 
 His favorite team is the  
Carolina Panthers, with his favorite 
player being Cam Newton. 
 When it comes to academ-
ics, Caelan is always staying on 
top. He makes the effort to do 
well in every class and keep up 
his grades. His all-time favorite 
subject is US History, aside from 
journalism that is. 
 The Talon is grateful to 
have such a great writer and editor 
as a part of our newspaper team.
We	will	definitely	miss	Caelan	next	
year. We wish him the best of luck 
with his journalism career!

Dirty Santa
By Gabe Price

Staff Reporter

Meet the Editor: 
Caelan Gonzalez

Caelan hard at work editing the Sports 
Section of The Talon.

 Hey boys, do you have 
your eye on a special girl this holi-
day season, but don’t know how to 
catch her attention? Well, you’ve 
came to the right spot. Even though 
you aren’t Santa Clause, you can 
still spread a little love during this 
holiday season. 
 All you need is a little con-
fidence,	a	great	smile	on	your	face,	
and maybe one of these pick-up 
lines to help break the ice.  
1. Male: “Are you Mariah Carey?”
    Girl: “No.”
    Male: “Because baby, All I want       
    for Christmas is you.”
2. Male: “Are you a diamond?”
    Female: “No, Why?”
    Male: “Because you shine bright         
    like a Christmas light.”
3. Male: “Can I take a picture of       
    you so I can show Santa exactly  
    what I want for Christmas this    
    year?”

4. Male: “Shouldn’t you be sitting     
    on top of the tree, angel?”
5.	Male:	“Call	me	snowflake,			
   ‘cause I’ve fallen for you.”
6. Male: “Who needs sugarplums?  
    I have visions of you dancing in  
    my head.”
7. Male: “For the 12 days of   
    Christmas I want my true love to  
    be you.”
8.“Excuse me. Can you show me  
     where the closest mistletoe is?”

 Although many of these 
may seem a bit cheesy, you guys 
would be surprised how a little line 
like this puts a smile on that special 
girl’s face. But don’t use too many 
at one time. This will seem re-
hearsed and unoriginal. Keep your 
head held high, a grin on your face, 
and remember, there’s always time 
to spread a little Holiday Cheer!



Ornaments
By Mario Mejia 

Gonzalez
Staff Reporter

 
 East Forsyth has several 
classes, but this one class is known 
for their charities and community 
service. 
 This class is called 
“Uniquely Wonderful Designs.” 
One way they serve the community 
is by making ornaments and re-
furbished 
dolls 
for less 
fortunate 
children.  
 
They 
sell their 
work, and 
with the 
money 
they have 
earned, 
they pur-
chase food 
for the 
hungry. 
The stu-
dents are 
required to do 900 hours of service 
as a class. 
 The ornaments are amazing 
and the buyers are happy to buy 
wreaths and the pottery. 
 The students are having 
lots of fun, even with all of the 
work.
 Mrs. Cornatzer is the 
teacher and she loves seeing the 
students work hard and their happy 
faces when someone buys their 
work. 
 She helps the students by 

bringing the items to build or paint. 
Ezra King (’17) is one of many 
students who makes pottery and 
bird houses. King says that it is a 
wonderful class. 
 Marison Panchis Vernal 
(’16) hand makes small angels for 
Christmas trees. 
 Besides making angels, 
she also makes wreaths and some 
pottery. Vernal had this to say, “It’s 
lots of fun and you can learn a lot.”
 Troy Hayes (’17) hand 
crafts pottery and small Santa 
sleds. He describes that class as, 
“wonderful.” There are only a few 

students on 
campus who 
have this op-
portunity, but 
I can say that 
they all have 
fun working 
on the proj-
ects.
 Customers 
can go to 
the class and 
buy the hand 
crafted orna-
ments and 
wreaths.  
 There was a 
sale on De-
cember 1st at 

East Forsyth High School. 
 
 At the end of the day, all 
earnings from the sale go to a do-
nation for the hungry. 
 The hard working students 
are proud and many less fortunate 
community members will end up 
with full bellies. 
 To purchase any of these 
handmade ornaments, stop by Mrs. 
Cornatzer’s room in Pod 26 before 
Winter Break!
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COOKIES
ELF
FAMILY
CHRISTMAS

SANTA
HOLLY
JOLLY
KWANZAA
PRESENTS

HANNUKAH
SNOW
STOCKING
SWEATERS
TREE

‘Tis the 
Season

Word Bank

5 Components to an 
“Ugly Christmas Sweater”

By Brooke Burrows
Staff Reporter

There will always be some sort of embroidered Christmas picture, 
because the bells and lights just don’t seem to be enough. Children 
with candy, Reindeer pulling Santa’s sleigh, Rudolf and his bright 
red nose, Christmas trees decorated with light up ornaments, these 

There are lights, lights, and 
more lights; it seems a bit 

extreme don’t you think? The 
ornaments decorating the 
tree are replaced with tiny 
multicolored	flashing	bulbs,	

Rudolf’s nose is lit up, bright 
and red. 

Bells are jingling. With every 
movement they make, a tiny 
jingle bell moves in unison. 

Ring, ring, ring. Bells at-
tached to sleeves, the collar, 

and the bottoms of the sweater 
are all locations these bells are 

sure to be found.

Big, wrinkled, volumi-
nous, lace; lace attached 
to the collar and sleeves 

of the shirt always 
catches the eye. Colors, sweaters bright 

red and green light up 
the sweaters to provide 

a base to the cheery 
Christmas theme.

 Walking down the hallways 
of East Forsyth, you see something 
bright colored and shining, bells 
jingling,	and	lights	flashing.	Now	
that they’ve aquired your attention, 
you turn to see what’s caught your 
eye. 
 Grinning from ear to ear, 
you see the boy wearing the bright 
colored sweater, embroidered 
in the front, Santa Clause soars 
through the sky on his sleigh and 
lets out a booming “HO HO HO”, 
accompanied	by	flashing	lights	and	
jingle bells, this sweater is surely 
hard to miss. You can’t quite look 
away because the sweater is that 

unique, and you know what that 
means? Oh yes, it’s that time of 
year again! Time to break out the 
ugly Christmas sweaters; the gift 
we always dread getting for Christ-
mas, mostly received because no 
one knew what to actually get you. 
 The sweater is indeed an 
unavoidable gift, but never fear 
flaunting	your	lights	and	bells,	be-
cause it’s Christmas time and you 
aren’t alone. Though these sweat-
ers surely aren’t hard to miss, here 
are	five	components	that	would	
make up the most gaudy sweater of 
all.

1

2

3

4

5

www.thechristmasornamentsite.com
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