
Sports
Edited by Caelan Gonzalez

Co-edited by Derek McCann

 There is a serious buzz 
around East Forsyth basketball this 
year.  They got off to a wonderful 
start by recording three straight 
wins.  In each win, the Eagles 
showed their dominance by win-
ning each game by double digits.  
 This is Coach Muse’s sec-
ond season as the head coach of the 
varsity squad.  The Eagles seem 
to be really buying into the system 
that Muse brings to the table.  
 They work incredibly hard 
on the defensive side of the ball 
which leads into their offense.  The 
Eagles play very quick and try to 
get out on the break as much as 
possible. 
	 The	Eagles	have	filled	in	
the gaps from last year extremely 
well.		Losing	high	flyer	Craig	
Hinton to graduation, some won-
dered who would do the bulk of 
the scoring for the Eagles this year.  
Senior Larry Curry (‘14) looks as 
if he will be more than happy to 
step into that role. 
	 	“He	definitely	has	the	
ability to do it” stated some of his 
teammates.  However, it will take 
more than one player for the Eagles 

to be successful.  It will take a full 
team effort to win games this year.  
Each Eagle has the ability to score.  
This is a rare characteristic of a 
basketball team and they will be 
looking to use it to their advantage.
 Second year player Riley 
Larue (‘14) was interviewed about 
the team this year.  When asked 
about the expectations for the 
season, Larue boldly stated, “We 
want to win conference and hang a 
banner!”
 Larue also said, “My favor-
ite part of playing basketball for 
East Forsyth is the great support 
we get from fans, community, and 
the students.”   
 The Eagles really thrive in 
the support of their students.  If 
possible, students need to try and 
make it out to the basketball games 
and cheer on our Eagles!
 The season is in full swing.  
Make sure you get out to watch 
some great basketball being played 
by the Eagles!  
 Come to Jack L Musten 
gymnasium and support the Eagles.  
Games primarily start at 7:30!

Eagles Fly on the Court
By Derek McCann

Sports Co-editor
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Tyriq Royal (‘14) prepares for the opening tipoff vs. West Forsyth

 The NFL playoffs are upon 
us once again very soon. Sunday 
December	29th	marks	the	final	
week of the regular season in the 
NFL. This raises the question will 
my team make it in? What see will 
my team get? Will my team get to 
play at home? What are my team’s 
Super Bowl chances? 
 All of these questions can-
not be answered at this moment, 
only time will tell. For those who 
don’t know this is how the NFL 
playoffs work is that twelve teams 
total will be in the playoffs, six 
from each of the two conferences.  
The way it is set up is that the 
number one seed, the team with the 
best record, faces the lowest wild 

card team. The second seed wild 
card team faces the second seed 
team. Wild card teams are teams 
that didn’t win their division, but 
had a good enough record to make 
it to the playoffs. 
 There are two wild cards 
for each of the two conferences in 
the NFL. All of the seeds are based 
on the regular season records of 
sixteen games in seventeen weeks 
because every team has one bye 
week.    
 If a team makes the play-
offs in the NFL, they are certainly 
good enough to win it all.  The 
playoffs will have all of America 
watching every week in january. 
What do you think will happen?

NFL Playoff Scenario
By Kevin Haas

Staff Reporter

Calvin Johnson of the Lions makes a diving catch to keep his team’s 
playoff hopes alive. (Photo courtesy of www.thefootballeducator.com)



 This article’s purpose is 
to inform us 
on some of 
our recently 
graduated Eagle 
athletes who 
are still playing 
their high school 
sport in college. 
These athletes 
are chosen based 
on popularity 
while they were 
here at East, as 
well as the variety of the sport they 
played,	and	finally	how	well	they	
performed	on	the	field.
 Chris Blair a former foot-
ball player at East is currently 
attending Ball State University and 
spent	his	first	season	as	a	red-
shirted cornerback and has recently 
left the program. While at East, 
Chris helped the team to a 13-1 
mark as a senior and a trip to the 
semi	regional	finals.	He	was	an	
all-state player as a senior as well 
as an all-county and All-Northwest 
as a senior. Chris earned the title 
of all-conference player as a junior 
and senior and also conference 
Defensive Player of the Year as a 

senior. Chris was a team captain as 
a senior and managed 92 tack-
les	with	five	interceptions	as	a	
senior tallying 210 tackles and 
nine interceptions in his career 
and was invited to compete in 
Shrine Bowl of the Carolinas.
 Craig Hinton was a former 
Basketball player at East and 
is currently attending Vir-
ginia Military Institute and 
is	starting	his	first	season	off	
the bench only averaging 17 
minutes per game. Craig has 

played in six games so far and 
is averaging 5.5 points per game 
(PPG),	with	a	field	goal	percent-
age of 31.4% while averaging 3.3 
rebounds per 
game. While 
at East his 
junior year 
Craig com-
piled an aver-
age of 17.0 
points, 10.1 
rebounds, and 
shot 59.7% 
from	the	floor	and	while	in	confer-
ence play averaged 15 points and 
10 rebounds with two blocks per 
game.

 Will Howell was a former 
Tennis player at East and is cur-
rently a bench player on the Guil-
ford Col-
lege tennis 
team. Will 
has seen 
limited 
playing 
time and 
has yet 
to win a 
match this 
season. 
While at 
East Will was the 4th ranked player 
on the team and was considered to 
be one of the strongholds on the 

team. Will played 
three years of 
varsity tennis and 
compiled a 5-12 
record his senior 
year. Will is hope-
ful to be starting 
soon in the future 
and was the only 
former eagle tennis 

player to go on a scholarship to 
play in college.
 Mariah Osenga was a 
former Soccer player at East and 

spent	her	first	year	playing	soccer	
at Catawba College as a starting 
defender. Mariah started for three 

years at East Forsyth High 
School and was a two-time 
all-conference pick and 
team captain, she helped 
the Eagles to a pair of semi-
final	playoff	appearances	
her junior and Senior years. 
Mariah has yet to declare 
her major but has shown in-
terests in Biology and Pre- 
Med. While at East Mariah 
was an excellent student 

and was well known and loved by 
her peers. She currently has two 
sisters playing soccer at East (Leah 

‘14, and 
Kenna 
‘16) and 
hopes 
they can 
carry on 
the Os-
enga saga.

(Photos courtesy of www.opera-
tionsports.com, catawba.edu, 

and teamfreq.com)

Where Are They Now?
By Garrett Gowan

Staff Reporter
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 Since 1935 the Heisman 
Trophy has been the pinnacle of 
awards amongst the college foot-
ball community. 
 Every year the award is 
given to the college athlete who 
is considered the most standout 
player in the country. 
	 The	award	is	specific	only	
to college football and is awarded 
annually to only one player. 
 This year, Florida State 
freshman Jameis Winston, Ala-
bama senior AJ McCarron, Texas 
A&M sophomore Johnny Manziel, 
Boston College senior Andre Wil-
liams, and Northern Illinois Uni-
versity (NIU) senior Jordan Lynch 
will be making the trip the New 
York City for highly anticipated 
award ceremony. 
	 All	five	candidates	play	
quarterback for their teams except, 
Williams who is a running-back. 
All have had phenomenal regular 
seasons and deserve consideration 
of the award.  
 Manziel, who became the 
first	freshman	to	win	the	award	
last season, is used to all the media 
coverage and attention. His statis-
tics were arguably better than those 
he posted last year in his Heisman 
campaign. 
 Freshman sensation Jameis 
Winston appeared to be leading 
the race for the award as he has led 
his team to an undefeated regular 
season and the current #1 rank in 
the BCS pole and has remarkable 

statistics both passing and running 
the ball. 
 Dropping from the ranks 
was Alabama’s AJ McCarron who 
lost support from voters after his 
bid for an undefeated season was 
taken from him after a thriller 
against Auburn in the Iron Bowl 
gave	his	#1	team	its	first	loss.	Los-
ing games can lose the Heisman for 
a player in today’s game, as voters 
want to see a player who helps his 
team win.
 Jordan Lynch had gained 
support from voters after the nation 
saw his NIU team go undefeated in 
the regular season for the second 
straight season. Lynch also leads 
the nation in total touchdowns with 
42 and is joked of as being a run-
ning back that throws touchdowns. 
The knock on Lynch however 
is that he has been posting these 
numbers against less than respect-
able teams in the Mid-American 
Conference (MAC). 
	 The	final	candidate	who	
has seen the least amount of atten-
tion due to his team’s 7-5 record 
is Andre Williams. Williams had 
exploded onto the scene in recent 
weeks with his multiple games of 
over 300 yards rushing. He already 
has a nation leading 2,100 rushing 
yards and 17 touchdowns!
 On December 14th, Jameis 
Winston won the Heisman Trophy. 
He was recongized as the best 
player in college football for the 
2014 season. 

Heisman Hopefuls 
making their cases

By Robbie Corlett
Staff Reporter

Every year in December, the Heisman Trophy is Awarded 
to the most outstanding player in College Football. 

(Photo courtesy of www.wsoctv.com)



 The Carolina Panthers have 
taken the NFL by storm this year.  
Getting off to a slow start of 1-3, 
many people did not even think 
about them in the playoff discus-
sion.  Since then, the Panthers have 
won 7 consecutive games.  
 Why have 
the Panthers been 
doing so well 
recently?  It is 
believed that Cam 
Newton	is	finally	
catching on to 
speed of the NFL 
game.  He has been 
on top of his game 
during this streak 
and expects to stay 
playing well.  He 
has made a couple 
game winning 
drives late in the 4th quarter this 
year.  Prior to this year, the Pan-
thers lost numerous close games 
in the 4th quarter.  It became very 
frustrating to be a Panthers fan.  
However, this has now changed 
and the Panthers have learned how 
to	finish	teams	off	and	pull	out	
close wins.
 “Offense sells tickets, de-
fense wins championships.”  This 
has proven to be true in the NFL.  
For the Panthers, this is exactly the 
formula that they hope is necessary 
to win the Super Bowl this year.  
The Panthers defense is arguably 
the best in the entire league.  Giv-

ing up merely 12 points per game, 
the defense makes it much easier 
on Newton and the rest of the of-
fense.  
 Middle linebacker, Luke 
Kuechly has grown up very quick-
ly in the NFL.  In only his second 

year, he has 
already taken the 
responsibility of 
captain for the 
Carolina Pan-
thers.  The other 
great leader for 
the Panthers is 
wide receiver 
Steve Smith.  
Smith is a veter-
an who has been 
with the team for 
the majority of 
their existence.

 Smith was on the team that 
made it all the way to the Super 
Bowl years ago.  Therefore, he will 
be vital come playoff time in get-
ting the Panthers prepared for what 
will	be	many	of	their	first	ever	
playoff games.  
 The Panthers recently suf-
fered a loss to the New Orleans 
Saints, but still have a chance to 
win the NFC South. 
 This would secure a playoff 
game at Bank of America Stadium.
Whether you believe in them or 
not,	it	will	be	fun	to	find	out	how	
the season will end for the Carolina 
Panthers.

Better job?
Brighter future? 
College works.

• Explore careers
• Research NC colleges online
• Use free test prep
• Apply to NC colleges online
• Find scholarships, grants, and loans 

For more information, visit CFNC.org
or call 866.866.CFNC (2362).

CFNC is a service of the State of North Carolina provided by Pathways (the NC 
Department of Public Instruction, the NC Community College System, the NC 
Independent Colleges and Universities and The University of North Carolina), 
College Foundation, Inc., and the NC State Education Assistance Authority. 

© 2013 Pathways, College Foundation, Inc., and State Education Assistance 
Authority (CFNC)

CFNC is a service of the State of North Carolina provided by Pathways (the NC 
Department of Public Instruction, the NC Community College System, the NC 
Independent Colleges and Universities and The University of North Carolina), 

The Talon 15

Super Bowl in the 
Carolina’s?

By Derek McCann
Sports Co-editor

 For over a month East For-
syth women’s basketball has been 
practicing and playing in hopes of 
reaching the state playoff tourna-
ment yet again.
 The Eagles are recovering 
this season after losing several key 
players who graduated and moved 
on to play at the collegiate level, 
but have high expectations for 
themselves. With only four Eagle 
varsity players returning, a major-
ity of the ten player roster consists 
of players new to the team. Those 
who are new know they have big 
shoes	to	fill	and	are	ready	to	step	
up to the challenge.
 The Lady Eagles started off 
the season slow after losing their 
first	two	games	to	West	Forsyth	
and Reynolds, but rebounded with 
a big non conference victory at 
Walkertown and now look forward 
to four straight home games.
 Their conference schedule 
does not begin until after winter 
break, but after an opener at High 
Point Central on January 10th, the 
Eagles come back to Jack L. Mus-
ten Gymnasium on Friday Janu-

ary 17th to host cross town rival, 
Glenn. As with all rivalries, the 
matchup is expected to be a shoot-
out and all East Forsyth students 
and faculty are expected to be in 
attendance.
 Louisa Black (’16) is cur-
rently in her second season on the 
varsity squad and says that she 
loves every minute with her team-
mates. “It’s so fun being on a team 
and overcoming obstacles with one 
another,” Black said when asked 
about the best part of playing. She 
went on to say that, “We’re im-
proving every day, and its great 
seeing each other get better.”
 The Lady Eagles have 
already overcome many obstacles 
in just a short period of time. With 
such young talent they have been 
performing at a very high level 
after beginning their season slow-
ly.  
 The Lady Eagles now face 
a long winter break with little court 
time together to further improve 
their skills, but will come together 
for a few days over the break in the 
Mary Garber Classic.

Ballin’ On ‘Em
By Robbie Corlett

Staff Reporter
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College Basketball Poll
By Garrett Gowan

Staff Reporter

N.C. State - 45%     Duke 22%
UNC - 18%            Wake Forest - 15%

Photos courtesy of www.acc.com

Athletes of the Month
By Caelan Gonzalez

Sports Editor

 Parker Boutwell is a senior 
student-athlete at East Forsyth 
High School. For 4 years, Boutwell 
has been winning in the pool for 
the Eagles, being the star of the 
Men’s swimming team.  Slicing 
through the water like a marine 
animal is no walk in the park, but 
Boutwell has always made it ap-
pear to be effortless.  “My favorite 
part of the swim team experience 
has been meeting so many great 
friends,” Boutwell exclaimed.
 Boutwell has been a young, 
successful swimmer for quite 
awhile now. He has been swim-
ming in the summer league for 
over 14 years, been a member of 
a club team for 5 years, and of 
course, has been an East Forysth 
Eagle for 4 years. He has been a 
leader for the entire duration of 
his career at East Forsyth, and has 
been named co-captain of the team 
this season.
 Boutwell’s High School 

career has been full of accomplish-
ments. He explained that his most 
prestigious honors include mak-
ing states, being his team’s MVP 
(most valuable player), and being 
named the conference swimmer of 
the year. These are just some of the 
nearly uncountable achievements 
that Boutwell has accumulated at 
East Forsyth.
 As for Boutwell’s future 
in the pool, he is currently not 
sure if he will continue after High 
School. If one thing is certain, it is 
that he will always appreciate his 
memories of the last 4 years. “My 
favorite high school swimming 
memory is Toilet-Papering the 
trees after winning conference,” 
Boutwell said. Everyone at school 
is able to see the aftermath of this 
event as we drive into school the 
next morning, letting us know that 
Boutwell and his teammates were 
successful yet again.

Parker Boutwell - Swimming

 Keyanna Rousseau is senior 
who has always excelled athleti-
cally at East Forsyth High School.  
One of the places that she has 
shined has been on the basketball 
court.  Rousseau is a Forward on 
our Varsity Women’s team, and is 
one who always strives to do her 
best while wearing the Eagle Navy 
and White.
 Rousseau has been playing 
basketball since she was in the 7th 
grade.  Ever since then, the sport 
has been a part of her life. Play-
ing at East Forsyth is simply the 
newest chapter of her career on the 
court.  Being a senior, she inevita-
bly one of the leaders of her team.
 Rousseau’s best basketball 
memories are the ones that she 
spent with her teammates.  She 
built relationships with all of her 
teammates as they helped her 
during her junior year. She espe-
cially enjoys listening to music and 
dancing in the locker room before 

games with her friends.  The most 
influential	members	of	the	team	
to Rousseau were the seniors who 
graduated last year.  “They pushed 
and motivated me to do my best all 
the time. They always inspired me 
to get better for my senior year,” 
Rousseau explained.
 Rousseau’s favorite team 
to play against is undoubtedly the 
Glenn High School Bobcats. Being 
our schools most notorious rivals, 
the intensity levels are always 
higher when the Eagles and the 
Bobcats face off on the court.  This 
is the most exciting game to play in 
for Rousseau and her teammates, 
as they are trying to win bragging 
rights over their crosstown foes.
 Keyanna Rousseau is not 
sure about her future regarding 
possibly playing basketball past 
the high school level, but the future 
is bright for this standout Eagle 
athlete. 
 

Keyanna Rousseau - Basketball
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