
AWED: ANOTHER WAY TO EDUCATE AND DEMONSTRATE 

Evaluating Websites 
Know your domain types: 
A domain name is the part of a URL that comes before the first backslash (/) in the address. For 
example, www.wfu.edu is the DOMAIN for all web pages hosted by Wake  
Forest, and www.cnn.com is the DOMAIN for all web pages on the CNN website. Paying attention 
to the Domain name is an important step in evaluating websites, because the last three letters of 
the domain can tell you what type of organization is putting up the information you are accessing.  
 
The following are the most common domain names and what they mean: 

Current Domain Types New Domain Types 
.com—commercial venture 
.edu—US educational venture 
.org—non-profit organization 
.gov—US government 
.mil—US military 
.net—network  

.biz—business 

.aero—aerospace 

.coop—cooperative 

.pro—professional 

.museum—museum 

.info—information service 

.name—individual/person 
Things to look for on a website: 
Just because information is posted on the Internet, it doesn’t mean that it is good, or reliable 
information. There are certain things you should look for to evaluate a website; 

1. Authority: Who created the page? If it is a personal page, what expertise do they have in 
the topic? If it is an informational page, is there a description of the organization who 
created it? Can you contact the creator for more information (e-mail is not enough)? Is there 
copyright information? 

2. Accuracy: Do they cite their sources so you can check up on them? Is the content on the 
page consistent with what else you know about the subject? Is there information that 
contradicts what you have read elsewhere? Can you verify this information? Are there dead 
links? 

3. Objectivity: Is there a bias to the information presented? Is that bias clearly stated? 
4. Coverage: Are the parameters (date range, topic covered, etc.) of the information included 

clearly stated? Is the page still under construction? Is this an excerpt from a book or 
journal? Is the context of the information given? Are sources cited? 

5. Currency: When was the page created? Has the page been updated recently? If there is a 
bibliography, how old are the sources included in it? 

Don’t get fooled: 
Many web sites look scholarly, well-researched and authoritative, but are actually parodies of true 
information websites. For example: http://rythospital.com and http://www.theonion.com . Be on the 
lookout for these types of sites; they trip up many a student and scholar alike! If you think you may 
have a hoax or parody page, use the guidelines above to help you determine what is truth and 
what is not.  
Other important information: 
Go to http://www.faganfinder.com/urlinfo , type the domain name of a site into the search box at 
the top, and then click the ALEXA link and the WHOIS links to see how many pages link to this 
page, the traffic counts on the page, the date the page was put on the Internet, reader reviews, 
summary of content, and related pages.  
(Adapted by Laura Lyons from LIB 100 Evaluating Websites WFU—Updated 7/26/05) 

 

 



Critical Evaluation of a website  
 

Student Name: ________________________________________________________ 
Website Address:______________________________________________________ 
Title of Website: _______________________________________________________ 

PART 1: Technical and visual aspects of the page 
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the “Yes” or “No” column 
for each. 

YES NO 

Does the page take a long time to load?   
Do any pictures or photographs on the page add to the information?   
Is the spelling correct on the page?   
Is there an author’s name on the page?   
Is the author’s e-mail address included?   
Is there a date on the page that tells you when it was last updated?   
If there is a date, is it current (within the last month)?   
On the supporting pages, is there a link back to the home page?   
Are all links clearly visible?    
PART 2: Content 
As you look at the questions below, put an X in the “Yes” or “No” column 
for each. 

  

Does the title of the page clearly indicate what the site is about?   
Is the information on this page useful for your research paper?   
Does the website give you links to other sources, both print and the 
web, that are useful? 

  

Is a bibliography of sources included?   
Does the information on the page appear to be biased? (one-sided, 
critical of opposing views, or inflammatory statements) 

  

Does the information contradict something you found somewhere 
else? 

  

Do most of the pictures add to the content of the page?   

 
Using the information provided above, explain why this is or isn’t a good website to 
use for your purposes. Use complete sentences.  
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