
 

Intro to Journalism 

Period  __________ 

Unit 1: The History of American Journalism  

 

    

Post 1960s                                                                   Pre-1990s Journalists 

Tom Brokaw Ben Franklin 

Connie Chung Horace Greeley 

Barbara Walters Matthew Brady 

Peter Jennings Ida Tarbell 

Geraldo Rivera William Hearst & Joseph Pulitzer 

Peter Arnett Nellie Bly 

Ira Glass Peggy Hull 

Katie Couric Edward R. Murrow 

Arthur Kent Dorothea Lange 

Bernard Shaw Margaret Bourke-White & Marguerite 

Higgins 

Brian Williams Walter Kronkite 

Ann Curry Woodward and Bernstein 

Oprah Winfrey Red Smith 

Rush Limbaugh H.L. Mencken 

Diane Sawyer Daniel Shorr 

Ed Bradley Ida B. Wells Barnett 

Bill O’Reilly Thomas Nast 

Rachel Maddow Pauline Kael 

  

Objectives: to learn about the role of the journalist within a specific historical context; to 

learn about specific contributions of specific journalists; to begin to understand various 

interviewing protocols, to develop oral and visual presentation skills and research skills; 

to develop collaborative skills. 

Materials:  Pens, paper; online and print sources; computers (word processing, Prezi 

program), costumes 

Assignment:  To learn about the history of American Journalism and to teach your fellow 

classmates something about particular journalists’ coverage/significant contributions to 

the discipline, you will work in teams of two or three and produce a live 2-3 minute talk 

show interview.  One member of the group will play a contemporary/modern journalist, 

while the other member(s) will play a journalist(s) who made a significant contribution to 

the field.  The pairings are listed above; you will be assigned or draw a slip out of a hat. 

 

 



PROJECT PROTOCOL: 

1. To land important interviews, a good reporter must prove s/he is credible.  Your 

interview should therefore begin with the interviewer (the Post 1960s person) introducing 

him or herself: Name, credentials (For what are you most famous?  What are your own 

important contributions? etc.).  This should take no longer than one minute.   

2. Briefly introduce your guest (the Pre-1990s journalist) by explaining why you’ve 

chosen him/her for your show (a recent award, event, contribution to the field).  Some of 

these guests may no longer be living, so you will just have to pretend that the space-time 

continuum has been altered to allow him or her in the present.   

3.  Type and practice a script for the talk show that includes at least two open-ended 

questions that allow the interviewee(s) to reveal important information about them and 

the periods in which they reported.  Make sure to also include at least two quality follow-

up questions. Each group member should have a script, and a copy will need to be turned 

in on the day of your presentation.   

4. Include important facts about the journalists, and particularly their contributions to the 

field of journalism, in a Prezi.  There should be no fewer than three facts about the 

interviewer and seven facts about the interviewee(s).  Also, it is required that there be at 

least four non-text elements to enhance the Prezi (uploaded images, photos, etc.)  

5. Make certain to properly credit all sources (books, websites, images, etc.).  Type these 

on a separate document, print it out, and staple it to the back of the talk show script. 

5. A big part of your grade depends on the way in which the information is presented.  

You need to dress for the part (time and character-appropriate costumes), speak well (it 

should be evident you rehearsed to make it sound like a realistic talk show – please don’t 

bore the audience!!), and produce a Prezi that is both informative (not too little but not 

too much – we just want the most important points!) and visually appealing.   

6. Team work is also very important!  Make sure that all group members are actively 

involved in all parts of the project process. 

Deadline: You will have three class periods to work on research, writing and rehearsal of 

the script, and creation of the Prezi.  We will then present on the following day that class 

meets.  You will each be teachers, as you present information to the rest of your 

classmates. Make it interesting!  Think of what you’d like to see, as an audience member. 

Have fun and complete quality work!  Show us all what good journalists you already are. 

FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATION DATE: _________________________________ 


