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Aptitude testing

Aptitude tests are used to assess a student’s
academic aptitude and predict the student’s level of success in school. They test abilities such
as problem solving, discovering relationships,
evaluating and remembering. An aptitude test
is given to select students in grade 2 and to eligible students in grade 5. It is one factor in decisions about placement in classes for academically gifted students and in other programs.

Achievement tests

Nationally standardized achievement tests
are used for testing for special programs such
as Title 1 and academically gifted. The multiple-choice tests are spread over several days
and cover reading, language and mathematics. They are standardized and compare your
child to other children at the same grade level
throughout the United States.

DIBELS Next

DIBELS Next is administered three times
a year — typically in September, January and
April — to students in kindergarten through
third grade. It measures students’ basic literacy
skills. The Text Reading Comprehension component examines how well students understand
what they are reading. Results from these
screenings are used to plan instruction for each
student. Reports for parents are available after
each screening.

Beginning of Grade 3 Reading Test

Students in third grade will take this test to
assess their reading skills in September. Beginning this school year, students will be required
to read on grade level by the end of third grade
in order to be promoted.

End-of-Grade Assessments

The North Carolina end-of-grade tests given
in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 measure achievement in reading and math. Students in grades 5
and 8 also take end-of-grade tests in science.
The tests include multiple-choice questions
requiring problem-solving skills. Parents or
guardians will receive their child’s test results
for the multiple-choice sections with the final
report card.
For middle school students, grades on endof-grade tests account for 20 percent of the student’s final grade for the respective subject. For
elementary school students, end-of-grade tests
will be used to improve a student’s final grade
in the fourth quarter for the subject tested, but
will not be used to reduce a student’s grade.

End-of-Course Assessments

End-of-course tests are given statewide at the
end of Algebra I, English II and Biology. They
take up to 4 hours and are given instead of a
teacher-created test at the end of the course.
They are based on the material required for
each course by the state and compare students
with those in other schools in North Carolina.

They also provide information about how our
school system compares with others in these
subjects.
Grades on end-of-course tests account for
25 percent of the student’s final grade for the
course.

Language Proficiency Tests

A Language Proficiency Test is initially given
to students who have a language other than English listed on their Home Language Survey. (The
HLS is administered to all students upon entering
WS/FCS.) Students who do not score superior
on this initial assessment are reassessed annually
with an alternate form of the test.

ACT and PLAN

Every March, juniors take the ACT, which assesses high school students’ general educational
development and their ability to complete college-level work. The test measures what students
have learned in their courses and measures their
skills in English, math, science and reading.
North Carolina requires the test to measure
whether schools are preparing students for colleges and careers after school.
Sophomores take the PLAN in December.
PLAN prepares students to take the ACT.
Both the ACT and PLAN are multiple-choice
tests that cover four skill areas: English, mathematics, reading, and science.
The writing test, which is optional, measures
skills in planning and writing a short essay.
Many colleges also use the ACT as an admissions test. Check with the college to see it requires the ACT or SAT.

WorkKeys

Students who complete the four-course Career
and Technical Education sequence are given
the WorkKeys exam in the 12th grade. WorkKeys provides a gauge of career readiness and
is widely recognized as an industry credential.
WorkKeys assessments measure real-world skills
critical to job success. These skills are valuable
for any occupation — skilled or professional —
at any level of education and in any industry.

PSAT

The PSAT is offered in October to students
who are currently taking or have completed
geometry. Students register for the test at their
schools. Those who score in the top one-half of
one percent of juniors in each state are eligible
to be named National Merit Semifinalists. They
then take the SAT and meet other requirements
before being named finalists or receiving National Merit Scholarships.
PSAT scores are not reported to colleges but
give an indication of how well a student can expect to score on the SAT.

SAT

The SAT is used to predict academic performance in college. Most students who take the
SAT plan to go to college. Many colleges use the
score as part of the admissions process.
The SAT consists of three sections: critical reading, math and writing. The test format
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K-2 Grading Scale
4 = Exceeds grade-level
expectations
3 = Meets grade-level
expectations

2 = Making progress toward
grade-level expectations
1 = Does not meet grade level
expectations

3-5 Grading Scale
A = Excellent progress

B = Very good progress
C = Satisfactory progress
D = Slow progress
F = Unsatisfactory progress

6-12 GRADING
SCALE
A = 93 – 100
Superior Performance
B = 85 – 92
Good Performance
C = 77 – 84
Satisfactory Performance
D = 70 – 76
Poor Performance
F = 69 & below
Failing
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TESTS FOR EACH GRADE

READY end-of-grade assessments will be given as follows:
READY EOG Science (grades 5
and 8): May 21-27
READY EOG English/Language
Arts and Math: May 28-29
READY EOG Makeups and Retests: May 30-June 11.
Other test dates are as listed.
Assessments for each grade
Second Grade
ITBS – Nov. 2-13
COGAT – Nov. 14-25
Third Grade
Beginning-of-Grade Reading –
Sept. 10-16
READY EOG Assessments
Fourth Grade
READY EOG Assessments
Fifth Grade
READY EOG Assessments
Sixth Grade
READY EOG Assessments
Seventh Grade
READY EOG Assessments
Eighth Grade
READY EOG Assessments
EXPLORE – Oct. 1-31
Ninth-12th Grades
N.C. End-of-Course Tests
– Jan. 2014, May-June 2014 at
all schools
10th Grade
PLAN – Oct. 1-31
11th Grade
PSAT – Oct. 16
ACT* – March 4
12th Grade
WorkKeys – Dec. 2-6; Feb.
3-March 14
Language Proficiency Test
WAPT upon initial entry;
ACCESS – Spring 2014

includes an essay, short reading passages and
multiple-choice questions.
Some colleges also require students to take
one or more SAT subject tests.
The SAT is offered several times a year on
Saturdays. A fee is charged. Some students may
be eligible to have their fees waived; contact
your school counselor or www.collegeboard.
org for more information.

Advanced Placement Exams

Students in Advanced Placement courses are
required to take the nationally administered
Advanced Placement exams in May. Those students who score well can earn college credit or
advanced college placement.
Students must pay for the exams, which cost
$89 each. Students must take the exam to earn
full quality points for taking an AP course. Financial assistance is available based on need.
For more information, please call the AP Coordinator at your school.

International Baccalaureate

Students in the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme at Parkland High School
take tests at the end of each year in several
subjects. Scoring well enough on these tests can
earn college credit at participating schools.
Students must pay for the exams, which cost
$104 each. Students may be eligible to have
their fees waived; contact the Parkland High
School counseling office for more information.

Preparing for testing

There are several things adults can do to help
their child do well on test days.
• Be sure that your child gets a good night’s
sleep before the test.
• Be sure that your child eats a good breakfast.
• Encourage your child to listen to the directions and to the amount of time allowed for
each section.
• Be sure that your child has the pencils or other
equipment that are needed.
• Be sure that your child is at school on time on
test day.
• Do not schedule dental or medical appointments on test days.
• Recognize that the tests are important, but do
not make your child nervous.

Driver’s
License Eligibility
North Carolina legislation is designed to motivate and encourage students to complete high
school.
In order to receive a driver’s license or permit, a student under the age of 18 must allow
the N.C. Dept. of Motor Vehicles access to the
student’s educational records to show that he
or she has made adequate academic progress in
the previous semester in order to obtain a Driving Eligibility Certificate.
In addition, the student’s driving permit or
license will be revoked if the student does not
make adequate academic progress each semes-
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ter, drops out, or is suspended/expelled for
more than 10 consecutive school days.
There may be exceptions, such as medical
problems, for work or for exceptional children.

Dual Enrollment
Forsyth Tech

Forsyth Tech allows students to enroll in
math, science and technical (or career-oriented) college courses free of tuition while they
are in high school. They are responsible for
fees and for purchasing textbooks and supplies.
Students must meet the prerequisites for
admission to Forsyth Tech and to the specific
courses. Applications are available in high
school counseling centers. Grades earned at
Forsyth Tech become part of the student’s high
school transcript.
Learn and Earn online classes are also available through Forsyth Tech. Learn and Earn
online programs offer a wide variety of college
courses.

Area colleges and universities

Students may enroll for credit at N.C. A&T
State University, Salem College, the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, Wake Forest University and Winston-Salem State University for elective courses that are not offered
as part of the school system’s curriculum.
– Policy and AR 6176

Homework
Homework strengthens skills, develops self-

discipline and shows areas that need attention.
As a parent, you are responsible for supporting
the teacher’s efforts by ensuring that your child
completes homework assignments. Children
are responsible for doing their work.

Helping with homework

Parents can do their part by:
• Providing a comfortable place for their child
to do homework, such as a table or desk
with enough light for reading.
• Scheduling a regular time for homework.
• Serving as a consultant about problems but
not doing the child’s work.
• Asking the teacher if they do not understand
why the homework was assigned or what it
should accomplish.
The amount of time needed to complete
homework each day varies. School-system
guidelines suggest:
• Kindergarten through second grade: up to 30
minutes daily
• Grades 3 and 4: 30 minutes to 45 minutes
• Grade 5: 45 minutes to 75 minutes
• Middle school: 45 minutes to 90 minutes
• High school: 60 minutes to 90 minutes
Projects, studying for tests or exams, and
some courses require more homework. In advanced classes such as academically gifted,
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highly academically gifted, honors, Advanced
Placement and International Baccalaureate
– classes designed to be more challenging –
students may need more than the usual recommended time to complete homework assignments.
—Policy and AR 6154

Tutoring
and other services
Parents or guardians who feel that their child

needs extra help or special attention should
make an appointment with their child’s teacher
to discuss the concern. The teacher may be able
to suggest some help, such as a volunteer to
work with the child, or other strategies.
A school counselor also may offer references
to other resources. Counselors or teachers can
initiate the process of testing and evaluation to
determine if a child needs specialized services
through the academically gifted program or
because of a physical or mental handicap or
learning disability.
Private tutoring services sometimes are effective for students who have difficulty or need
more personal attention than the classroom
teacher or parents can provide. Although the
school system cannot recommend a particular
service, several are listed under “Tutoring” in
the Yellow Pages of the telephone book.
Nonprofit programs such as NAACP Learning Centers, the Best Choice Center, Upward
Bound and churches also may be able to help.
Parents also may check with their schools to
see if teachers are interested in tutoring. It is up
to parents to determine if the person is qualified
and to negotiate a price.

Getting
Involved
Children do better in school if their parents are

involved, and there are many ways to participate:
• Visit the school. Open house is held before
each school year begins. A day is set aside
for parent-teacher conferences in the fall.
Visits during the school day also are welcomed; please call ahead to schedule if you
wish to visit on a school day.
• Read the notes and newsletters that are
sent home from school.
• Read the registration materials closely
before making decisions on courses.
• Ask questions. Teachers, guidance counselors
and principals will explain discipline policies, choices for students, grades and many
other topics.
• Call for a conference. Teachers are generally
available before and after school, but please
call in advance to set a time.
• Notify the school of changes in telephone
numbers or addresses. The school then can
reach someone in an emergency and make
sure parents receive information and materials mailed to students’ homes.
• Notify the school if marital or parental
status changes. The school needs to know

which parent has custody of a child. Parents
who do not have custody still may be able to
arrange to receive grades and information.
• Read school-system publications that are
sent home.
• Follow the school system on Twitter: @
wsfcs.
• Watch Cable 2 for programs about the
school system and announcements about
meetings and activities.
• Check the school system’s website: wsfcs.
k12.nc.us. The site is updated regularly
with important information for students and
parents, such as feature stories, summaries
of Board of Education meetings and weather
announcements,
• Join the PTA. Each school has a ParentTeacher or Parent-Teacher-Student association. PTAs and PTSAs help schools in many
ways. They provide a forum for information
and concerns and raise money for extra computers, books, playground equipment, field
trips and other educational needs. Most PTAs
meet at least three times a year.
• Volunteer. Schools need volunteers to perform
a variety of jobs — everything from watching
children during lunch periods to mentoring
students in danger of dropping out. Find out
how you can volunteer at wsfcs.k12.nc.us/
volunteer.

Buses
Bus transportation is provided to high school

students who live more than 1.5 miles from
school or middle and elementary students who
live more than 0.5 mile from their school. Students who live within the designated walk zone
of school may be allowed to ride a bus if space
is available. Buses will be routed within 0.5 mile
of students’ residences for traditional school programs. Buses may be routed to pick up students
who live closer if they face hazardous conditions
when walking.
It should not take more than one hour for
most students to get to school under normal conditions, although some routes take longer. Buses
may use only state- or city-maintained roads and
follow primary routes. Buses do not travel on
private roads or stop at every house; stops must
be at least 2/10 of a mile apart unless there are
safety considerations.
While the school system provides bus transportation for most students, it does not provide
supervision of students as they travel to and
from bus stops or while they wait at stops.
Parents of pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and
first-grade students must provide or arrange
supervision at bus stops, including someone to
meet their child at the bus stop in the afternoon.
If a student is given this responsibility, he or
she must be at least 9 years old or in the fourth
grade. If no one is at the bus stop in the afternoon to meet a pre-kindergarten or kindergarten
student, the parent will be called immediately
and will be told to pick up the child at the next
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NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT
PARENTS’ RIGHT-TO-KNOW

In 2001, the federal government made significant
changes to the way it funds
federal programs in public
schools by passing the
No Child Left Behind Act.
Parents whose children attend schools receiving
Title I money have the right
to request certain information about their child’s
teachers, and school systems are required to inform
them of that right. Information that parents may request includes:
• Whether the teacher has
met state qualifications for
a teaching license for the
grade levels and subject
area he or she is teaching.
• Whether the teacher is
teaching under an emergency, lateral entry or provisional license for the
subject area he or she is
teaching.
• The level and subject area
of any bachelor or graduate
degrees or teacher certification areas earned by the
teacher.
• Whether the child is provided services by
paraprofessionals and their
qualifications.
To request this information,
please call the
Human Resources
department at 748-4079.
Under state law, the school
system cannot release this
information to parents
unless their child attends a
school that receives
Title I money.
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INTERNET USE

Students in Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools may
use the Internet in a supervised school classroom environment after complying with
the following:
A. Students will receive instruction in the proper use of
Internet.
B. Students, parents or
guardians of students under
the age of 18 shall be notified
in writing of the
Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Schools Policy and
Regulations for the use of the
Internet and told that their
child will be granted access
to the Internet unless they
object in writing.
- AR 6161.1
The school system’s Internet
use regulations are included
in the policy section of this
handbook and on the school
system’s website.

COPYRIGHT GUIDELINES

Copyright guidelines are
explained in Administrative Regulation 6161.4 and
should be followed by students and faculty.
These rules are applied to all
formats, including print, Internet sites, graphics, sound
files, and all multimedia
resources. For a copy of the
regulation, visit the school
system’s website.

school along the route of the bus. If this
happens multiple times, the student will be
suspended from riding the bus.
Students in second grade or older must
be responsible for their own safety as they
travel to and from their bus stop. Parents
can help by escorting them to and from
school or the bus stop. They are encouraged to organize community watch programs to provide adult supervision.
The principal has the authority to suspend students’ bus-riding privileges and to
suspend them from school for misconduct
on the bus.
You will be notified of your child’s
misconduct in the same manner as if the
misconduct had occurred at school.
The school system has a special phone
number, 748-2287 (then press 4), for parents to call when they have transportation
questions or issues.
—AR 5131 and Policy 3541

Food
All schools offer a well balanced, nutri-

tious breakfast and lunch. Prices and serving sizes vary by grade.
		 Breakfast
Elementary
$1.90		
Middle
$2.00		
High		
$2.10		

Lunch

$2.50
$2.60
$2.70

Reduced-price breakfasts (30 cents) and
lunches (40 cents), as well as free meals,
are available for students who qualify
based on family size and income. Applications are sent home annually with students.
For additional forms, call the Child Nutrition office at 771-4526.
Students may not charge meals. Those
who forget their lunch money may request
a voucher for a vegetable (not French
fries), milk and two rolls. Parents must
reimburse the school for the value of the
voucher meal.

WinstonNet offers the free use of computers, free highspeed Internet access and free email at more than 40
locations across Forsyth County. Parents can use WinstonNet
to stay in touch with their children’s teachers and principals.
Parents and students can use WinstonNet at
Winston-Salem recreation centers, Forsyth County libraries
and Winston-Salem State University’s community
knowledge centers.
For more information, please visit www.winstonnet.org.
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Supplemental items are available at all schools.
Parents are encouraged to prepay for meals. You
may prepay at your child’s school or prepay online by clicking on “Lunch Menu”
under Quick Links on the school system’s
homepage.

Beforeand After-School Care
Most elementary schools and some middle

schools offer before-school care, after-school care
or both for children of working parents. The programs are located at the schools.
Most programs begin between 6:45 a.m. and 7
a.m. and run from the end of school until 6 p.m.
The YMCA and YWCA offer some programs,
while individual schools run others.
A fee is charged. Scholarships are available for
needy students. More information about programs
and fees is available at individual schools.
Other agencies such as churches and private
day-care centers also provide before- and afterschool care. Students may be picked up by the
program’s bus or ride the school bus if the program is in their attendance district.
After-school programs in schools do not operate when school closes early for bad weather.
Many day-care providers also close in bad weather. Be prepared to make other arrangements for
days when there is early dismissal, late opening
or closing because of bad weather.

Field
Trips
Field trips supplement classroom activities and

must be approved by the principal. Every attempt
is made to make costs reasonable and to provide
financial assistance when necessary so that all
students can participate.
According to Policy 6153, schools may decide
to cancel or postpone field trips based on warnings of terrorist attacks issued by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.
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Fees
There are no required fees for elementary school students.
All middle and high school students
must rent a lock for their locker for
50 cents a year. Middle and high school
students who are taking physical education must pay a $3.50 fee for a uniform.
These fees, payable to the school, are due
on or before September 30 of the current
school year.
Some vocational courses require materials for projects, such as fabric for
sewing or wood for carpentry. Students
pay for the materials and own the finished
projects. Some Advanced Placement
courses require calculators, workbooks or
handbooks that students must purchase.
Information about purchasing accident
insurance is sent home with students at
the beginning of the year. Proof of insurance is required for students to participate
in interscholastic and intramural athletics
and extracurricular activities.
Band and orchestra students must own
or rent an instrument for the entire year.
Some loaner instruments are available for
students who cannot afford them.
High school students can subscribe to
the school newspaper and yearbook for
a total of $50 a year. Students in grades
10 through 12 who want to park a car
on school grounds must pay $115 for a
parking permit, and $10 to park at Career
Center.
The band uniform cleaning fee is $35.
School photographs are taken of all
children. A basic package is $12. If the
pictures are not satisfactory, they can be
retaken.
Graduating seniors pay $14.50 to rent
caps and gowns or $20.50 to buy them.
Students whose parents or guardians
live outside Forsyth County pay tuition
equal to the amount spent per student
from local taxes. For 2013-14, the amount
is $1,975 a year.
Students who take Advanced Placement exams must pay $89 per exam. Students who take International Baccalaureate exams must pay $104 per exam.
Students must also pay for lost and
damaged books, gym uniforms, supplies
and equipment. Those charges vary depending on the item lost or damaged and
should be paid to the school within 10
days.
—Policies and Administrative Regulations 3250 and 3250.2

Medicines
The Board of Education discourages

using and taking medicine at school. Ask
your licensed health-care provider if your

child’s prescription can be taken before or
after school.
If your child must take a prescription
medicine at school, you must send written permission and instructions from your
licensed health-care provider. A form is
available in each school office.

Dental and Vision
Screenings
The school system provides dental and

vision screenings to students in cooperation with the Forsyth County Health Department and other health professionals.
Students in grades 1, 3, 5 and 7 receive
vision screenings from volunteers trained
by public health nurses or other healtheducation professionals.
Dental screenings of students in kindergarten, third and fifth grades are conducted by dental hygienists from the health
department.

Fund-Raising
Activities
Schools and PTAs may have fund-

raising activities to provide money for
additional supplies, materials, field trips,
equipment or other school needs. Each
school may have one schoolwide fundraising project a year. PTAs may sponsor
additional fund-raising projects.
For safety reasons, elementary students
may not be involved in selling products.
Parents may be asked by the school PTA
to sell items; your participation is voluntary. You may prefer to make a donation.
Secondary school students may sell
products to raise money for the school.
They may also solicit advertising for publications.
No lotteries or games of chance may be
part of any school fund-raising. Raffles
are an exception to this rule and are permitted for PTAs and booster clubs. It is
also prohibited for students to be given
academic credits, awards or penalties
for participating or not participating in a
fundraiser.
—Policy and Administrative
Regulation 1324.1

Weather
Closings
Snow or other severe weather may re-

quire that we close school or delay opening school for the safety of our students.
Information is announced as soon as a
decision is made to close or delay school,
usually before 6 a.m.
Occasionally, bad weather develops
during the day. In cases of severe weather,
a decision could be made to close school
after buses have taken students to school.
School officials monitor weather informa-
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tion and will close school early if conditions become hazardous.
When bad weather threatens, please
listen to radio or TV for instructions.
If the decision is made to close school
early, one hour is needed for the buses
to be ready to begin their routes on the
adjusted schedule. School officials will
stay at each school until all students have
left and buses have finished their routes.
Please have a plan in place for snow days
and early closings.

How to find out if school is
closed

Listen to local radio and television
stations, or check Cable 2, the district’s website at wsfcs.k12.nc.us, or the
district’s Twitter feed at www.twitter.
com/wsfcs. If there is no announcement,
schools will open as usual.
Please do not call schools, the National Weather Service, or radio and
TV stations. If you and others call these
agencies, vital communications will be
delayed.

Makeup
days
Makeup days are scheduled to be used

as student days if school closes for bad
weather. Makeup days are designated
with a snowflake symbol on the school
calendar printed on the back of this handbook. Eight days are designated as makeup days in the 2013-14 calendar. They are
noted with a snowflake in the calendar on
the back cover of this handbook.
Because of a change in state law, students will not have to make up the first
two days they miss because of bad weather. The makeup days will be used for the
third and subsequent days that students
miss because of bad weather.
Please do not make vacation plans that
may take your child out of school while it
is still in session, or on a day designated
as a possible makeup day. Summer activities should be planned after the last possible makeup day, June 17.
— Policy 6111

Calendar
The calendar for each school year is

adopted by the Board of Education. The
superintendent recommends a calendar to
the board after getting input from parents,
businesses, teachers, principals and other
school employees.
School begins on Monday, Aug. 26
and will end Wednesday, June 11, barring
makeup days for bad weather. The calendar includes 180 student days.
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Graduation requirements
Students must meet the graduation requirements outlined under the Future-Ready Core Course of Study in order to earn a
diploma. Further information and specific course requirements are shown in the High School Registration Book given to each
high school student. Please review it carefully with your child to select courses that will meet his or her goals and allow for
graduation. Ask your guidance counselor if you have questions.
The total number credits required for graduation is 21 for the Classes of 2014 and 2015. The Classes of 2016 and 2017 need
22 credits to graduate because of an additional social studies requirement. All students must take four units of English, Math and
Science.

Classes of 2014 and 2015 Future Ready Course of Study
Subjects
English
Mathematics

Science

Work Force or Community
College

UNC System
Minimum Admissions Required

4 units (I, II, III, IV)

4 units (I, II, III, IV)

4 units of Occupational English

4 units, including
Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II OR Integrated Math I,
II, III and one additional credit
based on post-secondary plans

Algebra I and II, Geometry,
and one unit beyond Algebra II
OR Integrated Math I, II & III,
and one unit beyond Integrated
Math III

3 units of Occupational
Mathematics

4 units (Biology, a physical sci- 4 units (Biology, a physical science,
ence, Earth/Environmental Sci- Earth/Environmental Science and
ence and one additional course)
one additional course)
3 units (World History,
Civics and Economics,
U.S. History)

Occupational

2 units of
Occupational Science

Social Studies

3 units (World History,
Civics and Economics,
U.S. History)

Phys. Ed.
and Health

1 unit of Phys.
Education, Dance or JROTCPE II and 1/2 unit health

1 unit of Phys.
Education, Dance or JROTCPE II and 1/2 unit health

1 unit of Physical
Education and 1/2 unit health

Life Mgmt.
Skills

1/2 unit (or JROTC)

1/2 unit (or JROTC)

not required

Foreign
Language

not required

2 units in one language

not required

Electives (2)

Any combination of Career Technical Education,
Arts Education or Second Language

Electives (2)

Any two electives from CTE, JROTC, Arts Education, Second Language or any other subject area

Electives or
other
requirements
Totals

not required

not required

21 Units

21 Units
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2 units of Occupational
Social Studies

4 units in Career Technical
Education pathway
not required

6 units Occupational Prep
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Classes of 2016 and beyond Future Ready Core Course of Study

Subjects

Future-Ready Core

English

4 units (I, II, III, IV)

Mathematics

4 units, including Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II OR
Integrated Math I, II, III and one additional credit based on post-secondary
plans

Science

Social Studies

(eligible courses include Advanced Functions and Modeling, Discrete Math, Pre-Calculus, Integrated
Math IV, AP Statistics, and AP Calculus AB or BC. Some Career Technical
Education Courses are also eligible, including Accounting II, AP Computer Science and Electronics I)

Occupational
4 units of Occupational
English
3 units of Occupational
Mathematics

4 units (Biology, a physical science, Earth/Environmental Science and one
additional course)

2 units of
Occupational Science

4 units (World History, Civics and Economics, and U.S. History I and II or
AP/IB U.S. History and one additional course)

2 units of Occupational Social
Studies

Phys. Ed.
and Health

1 unit Physical Education, Dance (or JROTC-PE II)
1/2 unit Health

Life Mgmt.
Skills

1/2 unit (or JROTC)
(includes CPR training required for graduation)

not required

Electives (2)

Any combination of Career Technical Education, Arts Education or Second
Language

4 units in Career Technical
Education pathway

Electives (2)

Any two electives from CTE, JROTC, Arts Education,
Second Language or any other subject area

not required

Electives or
other
requirements

not required

6 units Occupational Prep

Totals

1/2 unit Health
1 unit Physical Education

22 Units

Occupational Course of Study

This course of study, aligned with the Common Core standards and approved by the State Board of Education, is available to certain students with disabilities who have an IEP. Completion of all academic coursework and training/employment hours requirements
leads to a N.C. diploma. The course requirements for the diploma are four units of Occupational English; three units of Occupational
Mathematics, including Algebra I; two units of Occupational Science, including Biology; two units of Occupational Social Studies;
one unit of physical education, one-half unit of health and one-half unit of Life Management Skills; four units of a career pathway
in a career/technical area; and six units of credit in courses titled Occupational Preparation. Occupational Prep courses include also
include 300 hours of school-based training, 240 hours of community-based training, and 360 hours of paid employment. A career
portfolio and presentation also are required.
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RETURNED CHECKS AND
NON-PAYMENT OF FEES

The Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Board of Education
charges a $25 fee for returned
checks and a late- payment fee
of 1 percent per month with
a minimum of $5 for fees and
charges not paid within 30 days.
If a check is returned, parents
will be called and given an opportunity to make the check
good before the school system
initiates a collection procedure.
If the check writer does not immediately correct the problem,
a written notice will be sent to
the check writer informing him
or her of his or her obligation
and of the right of the school
district to file a civil action. This
action can result in civil damages of three times the amount
of the check with a minimum
damage of $100 and a maximum
damage of $500 in addition to
the amount of the check and the
bank service fees authorized by
law.
Parents may be contacted by a
collection firm to collect debts
and asked to pay the collection
firm directly. If you have questions about a collection firm, you
should call your child’s school.
In addition, the school system
will maintain a list of those
persons who have issued bad
checks and will no longer accept
checks for the payment of fees or
charges from those people.
Consequences, such as
prohibiting students from purchasing school photographs,
parking permits and other
optional items, may apply to
students who have not paid their
debts to the schools. Schools
may also suspend or deny students’ participation in athletics,
graduation and other events
until fees are paid. Fees may be
waived for students who need
financial assistance and are eligible for free lunch.
– Policy 3250

Parental-involvement coordinators

Parental-involvement coordinators are child
advocates who serve as liaisons between home,
school and community. They work to increase
parental involvement by arranging conferences,
providing transportation to school if necessary,
assisting in the use of community resources and
setting up workshops.
Parental-involvement coordinators gather
useful information to determine how to best
meet the needs of students and make the school
experience more meaningful. They collaborate with staff and support personnel to meet
the individual needs of students. Parentalinvolvement coordinators also work to improve
attendance and determine appropriate discipline
referrals.

Intervention Support Teams

If your child is having academic or behavioral problems in school, the first step is usually
a meeting with the teacher to develop strategies
to address the problem. If this approach has not
been successful, it may be necessary to involve
others, such as a specialist in the school. The
process could be taken a step further through a
referral to the school-based Intervention Support Team (IST). The IST is a group of professionals in the school that works together with
you to better understand what is going on and
to come up with other ways to assist your child.
The school-based team will observe the
child, review records, and assess specific
needs to determine what additional support or
supplemental instruction may be needed. The
focus is on providing assistance for the child in
the regular education classroom with specific
interventions and instructional strategies. Information about how those strategies and interventions are working and the child’s progress are
collected so that decisions can be made about
what to do.
Strategies will be tried for several weeks and
then evaluated. Strategies that work will be
continued. If they are not effective, others may
be tried, or the child may be referred to another
program for assistance.

School counselors

School counselors provide guidance and
counseling to students from kindergarten
through 12th grade. They work with individuals, small groups with similar interests
or needs, or an entire class. They also consult
about a child’s educational, emotional or career
needs and are a resource on services within the
school system or community.
Every elementary school has at least one
counselor. Middle and high schools have more,
based on their enrollments.
School counselors are available to help parents who have questions about:
• whether their child is taking the right courses.
• test scores.
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• whether their child may need special education services.
• their child’s behavior and how it may have
changed.
• financial aid for college.
• helping their child through a family or personal crisis.
School counselors welcome the opportunity
to assist parents with issues related to students’ academic, career, personal and social
development.

School nurses

School nurses are licensed registered nurses. They visit each school regularly.
They screen for health problems and refer
students for care and provide follow-up as
needed. Community resources are offered to
those who qualify. Students with special needs
are identified and plans of care are developed
based on individual need. School nurses train
and supervise school personnel on prescribed
treatments and administration of medication.
They check records to ensure compliance with
North Carolina’s immunization law and requirements for physicals. They work with parents and school personnel to control outbreak
and spread of communicable diseases.
School nurses also may provide education
on health topics.

School psychologists

School psychologists use their training in
education and psychology to work with children, teachers, parents, administrators and
other professionals. They work to ensure that
each child is able to reach his or her potential,
that there is early identification of any school
difficulty, and that attention is paid to the prevention and treatment of children’s adjustment
and learning problems.
School psychologists provide comprehensive psychological evaluations to determine
a child’s strengths and weaknesses and to
help determine the needs for special education services. They also provide counseling to
individuals or groups of students in addressing social, emotional or behavioral concerns.
School psychologists collaborate with educators, parents and other professionals to plan
ways to create safe, healthy and supportive
learning environments for all children. They
also may provide parent-education programs
and staff-development activities. In the event
of a crisis, a team of psychologists will provide assistance and support to the students,
staff and parents involved.
The school system has 24 psychologists and
two educational diagnosticians. All psychologists serve three to four schools and spend
time each week at each school.

School social workers

School social workers are a link between
home, school and community. They focus on
psychosocial and academic concerns by work-
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ing with individual students and their
families at school and at home. They
provide mental health intervention and
prevention services, address issues that
interfere with school attendance, and
work to promote academic achievement.
Social workers collaborate with health
and human service providers and law
enforcement to protect children, assist
families in crisis, prevent homelessness
and violence. They can provide resource
and referral information for organizations
throughout the community.
There are 30 social workers assigned
to specific schools within an attendance
zone. A social worker is at each school
several times per week. Additionally,
there are 12 school social workers that
provide the following services across the
district:
• The school social worker for teen
parents and their families specializes in helping school-age parents
continue their education and promote
their children’s readiness to attend
school. Services include educational
intervention, counseling, parent education, crisis intervention and helping
fill child-care, health-care and socialservices needs. The social worker has
a bilingual assistant.
• School-health alliance clinical social workers provide mental health
counseling at two school-based health
centers.
• The truancy court coordinator processes both criminal and juvenile cases
when a student has excessive unexcused absences.
• Seven schools host school-based child
and family support teams that are
composed of a clinical school social
worker and nurse who collaborate
intensively with families and community services to support children most
at risk of school failure or out-of-home
placement.
To reach School Social Work Services,
call 748-4007.

Exceptional
Children
A child with a disability means a child

evaluated in accordance with state procedures and who, by reason of the disability,
needs special education and related services. All identified exceptional children
are served according to their Individualized Education Program (IEP).
If a teacher, parent or any other school
personnel has a concern or suspects a
student may have a disability, information must be collected and considered to
determine the need for educational interventions.
To determine if special education is
needed, a referral is completed in writing

noting strengths and weaknesses or needs
when a student is still not making sufficient progress with interventions.
This referral is given to the Individualized Education Program team (IEP team)
to determine if testing is needed. Members of the IEP team include a representative of the local educational agency, a
regular education teacher, a special educational teacher, and the parent or guardian of the student.
If the need for evaluations is determined, the school system completes the
assessments at no cost to the parent;
however, written consent from the parent
must be obtained before any evaluations
can be completed.
A variety of assessments may be used
in the areas related to the concerns and
suspected disability. The IEP team will
collect all available information, including evaluation results. It is the responsibility of the IEP team, including the
parent, to determine if the student meets
the eligibility criteria for a disability. The
evidence must support documentation of
impairment, adverse effect on education
performance, and require specially designed instruction.
If a child is determined to be eligible
and in need of special education, the parent and other IEP team members will develop an IEP. The IEP outlines all of the
services the child needs to meet his or her
annual goals, how progress will be measured, and who will be responsible for
these services. Parental consent must be
obtained before any services can begin.
If the services a child needs are not
provided in the residential school, the Division of Exceptional Children will assign
the child to a school that provides the
services. Transportation will be provided
if the child is assigned by the district. If
eligible services are provided, the school
system may bill Medicaid.
Eligible children may also receive
related services if necessary to benefit
from special education. Related services
include, but are not limited to, speechlanguage therapy, audiology services,
physical and occupational therapy.
A new IEP will be developed each year.
State and federal laws require that a child
be reevaluated every three years to determine whether he or she still qualifies and
needs of services.

Preschool Disabilities Program
The preschool program for students
with disabilities serves eligible children
who will be 3 or 4, as well as those who
will be 5 years old after August 31, and
demonstrate significant developmental
delays in learning.
Additional information, including
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school board policies, regulations, and
state laws dealing with Exceptional Children, can be found on the school system’s
website.

Exceptional Children Programs

The terms used in the definition of a
child with a disability are defined as follows:
Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and
nonverbal communication and social
interaction that adversely affects a child’s
educational performance. Students may
be served at zone-based programs. Middle and high school-aged students with
intensive needs may be served in districtwide or regional programs.
Students with serious emotional disability are students who, after receiving
specially designed educational support
services and intervention strategies, still
exhibit the inability to build or maintain
satisfactory interpersonal relationships,
inappropriate behavior, pervasive moods
of unhappiness or depression or a tendency to develop physical symptoms over
a long period of time and to a marked
degree.
Deaf-blindness means having hearing
and visual impairments that occur together. These students are served as their
needs dictate.
Deafness means a hearing impairment
that is so severe that the child is impaired
in processing information with or without
amplification. Students are served as their
needs dictate.
Developmentally delayed means a
child from 3 to 5 years old whose development is delayed in one or more of
the following areas: physical, cognitive,
communication, social or emotional or
adaptive development. These students,
by reason of the delay, need specialized
instruction.
Hearing impaired children are those
with hearing losses that are disabling
educationally and developmentally (Deafness/Hearing Loss). HI students may
require amplification and various instructional changes in order to make full use of
school experiences. They may need interpreters, speech therapy, and/or special
equipment.
Students with intellectual disabilities
(mild, moderate and severe) have significant limitations both in intellectual
functioning and adaptive behavior as expressed in conceptual, social, and practical adaptive skills.
There are programs available in all elementary zones for students who perform
in this range. The type of service is based
on the child’s needs. The Occupational
Course of Study is available in almost
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PROHIBITION OF
DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS
OF HANDICAP OR DISABILITY

No otherwise qualified
student with handicaps or
a disability as defined in
federal or state law shall,
solely by reason of his or
her handicap or disability,
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of or be subject to discrimination under any program or activity conducted
by Winston-Salem/Forsyth
County Schools. If you believe that you or your child
has been subjected to discrimination, you may
contact Winston-Salem/
Forsyth County Schools’
District Section 504
Compliance Officer,
Clara Chavez, at 727-8080.

STUDENTS WITH DIABETES

Any child with diabetes is
entitled to an Individual
Diabetes Care Plan to address his or her monitoring
and medicating needs. Under
state law G.S. 115C-47, parents may request such a plan
for their child.
Such plans are developed
by the child’s diabetes health
care provider, usually a doctor or a nurse. The plan outlines the steps to be taken at
school to monitor or
administer blood sugar
measurements, nutrition, and
medication, including insulin.
To receive a form to request
an Individual Diabetes Care
Plan for a child with diabetes, contact Nancy Sutton at
727-2713.

all high schools and may be appropriate for
most ID/mild students.
Some ID/moderate students are grouped
by age and functioning level. Classes for
these students use special functional curricula that include academics, independent
living, socialization, and for older students,
vocational training and transition to job
placement.
Students performing in the severely or
profoundly mentally disabled range display a combination of disabilities. Special
facilities serve these students from ages 3
through 21.
Multihandicapped students have two or
more disabilities occurring together to the
extent that the student has severe educational needs. Multihandicapped students are
served at different locations throughout the
system.
Orthopedic impairment means a severe
physical impairment that adversely affects
a child’s educational performance. Services
are based on individual needs.
Other health impairment means having
limited strength, vitality or alertness, including a heightened alertness to environmental
stimuli that is due to chronic or acute health
problems that adversely affect a child’s educational performance. Services are based on
individual needs.
Children with a specific learning disability, for the purposes of special education
services, are those who have a substantial
discrepancy between ability and achievement. These students fail to make sufficient
progress when using a process that considers a student’s response to research-based
interventions. Resource services are provided for learning disabled students in all regular schools. Separate placement is provided
in cross-categorical classes at the middle
school level. High school LD students may
be served through a study skills course,
direct support in the regular classroom or
through inclusion classes.
Speech-language impairment means a
student has a communication disorder, including impairments in fluency, articulation,
voice and/or language that affect a child’s
educational performance. The student’s IEP
will specify how the services are delivered.
The student’s disability must have been determined to have negatively affected his or
her academic success.
Traumatic brain injured means an
acquired injury to the brain caused by an
external physical force, resulting in total
or partial functional disability. Services are
based on individual needs.
Visual impairment, including blindness,
means an impairment in vision that even
with correction adversely affects a child’s
educational performance. Services are based
on individual needs.
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Gifted
Academically or intellectually gifted (AIG)

students exhibit high performance capabilities
in intellectual areas, specific academic fields or
both. They require differentiated educational
services beyond those ordinarily provided by the
regular educational program.
About 10 percent of the students in the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools qualify for
services in either the Academically Gifted (AG)
or Highly Academically Gifted (HAG) programs. Outstanding abilities are present in students from all cultural groups, across all income
levels and in all areas of human endeavor. These
students have composite scores in the 95th percentile on nationally-normed aptitude tests or
subtests; have a combined aptitude and achievement score of 180 in mathematics/non-verbal or
reading/language; or score in the 92nd percentile
on end-of-grade tests in specific subject areas
with aptitude or achievement scores at the 93rd
percentile or greater.
Elementary AG students receive daily English
language arts and math instruction a year above
grade level, provided by a licensed academically
gifted teacher. The differentiated curriculum is
given at least 45 minutes per subject.
AG students in middle school take an AG
English language arts class with a licensed AG
teacher. AG students take accelerated 6/7 math
in grade 6, accelerated math 7/8 in grade 7, and
Math I (formerly Algebra I) in grade 8.
High school AG students generally take honors or honors seminar classes in ninth and 10th
grades, followed in 11th and 12th grades by college-level courses such as Advanced Placement,
International Baccalaureate or dual-enrollment
courses offered at local universities.
About 2 percent of the school system’s students qualify for services through the Highly
Academically Gifted (HAG) program. These
students perform at the 99th percentile on standardized tests of intelligence with a minimum
score of 95th percentile on a nationally normed
achievement test; have a combined aptitude and
achievement score of 195; or score in the 99th
percentile on end-of-grade tests.
To meet the needs of these students, instructional services are offered in all-day classes
that provide advanced learning in a rigorous
curriculum for grades 3 through 8. Mathematics is taught at an advanced level, including accelerated math 7/8 in grade 6, followed by Math
I (formerly Algebra I) and Math II (formerly
Geometry) in grades 7 and 8. Each year, students will complete portions of the high school
Environmental Science course curriculum. The
topics for science and social studies reflect those
of the N.C. Standard Course of Study, but are
taught at a more rigorous level. HAG services
are offered at Brunson Elementary and Hanes
Magnet schools.
In second grade, all students take groupadministered achievement and aptitude tests
midyear in their school. Students in grades 3 and
higher who are new to the district or who are
recommended by parents or teachers for additional testing may take the tests in the regularly
scheduled sessions held throughout the year.
To refer a student for testing, the parent
should contact the AIG coordinator at the child’s
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school. Private test results are considered
only if students have a previous score at
the 75th percentile or higher on a group
or school-level administered aptitude
or achievement test. The school system
requires parents to notify the AIG coordinator before any tests for academically
gifted eligibility are administered.
For more information about testing,
eligibility, curriculum or other program
issues, ask your school’s AIG coordinator
for an AIG Program Handbook, visit wsfcs.k12.nc.us/AIG, or call Paula Wilkins,
AIG Program Specialist, at 748-3426.

ESL
Program
Every student who enters Winston-

Salem/Forsyth County Schools is administered a home language survey. If
a student indicates that a language other
than English is spoken in the home, the
student must go to our Newcomer Center
at the Downtown Marketplace, where
the student’s English-language abilities
are assessed utilizing the state approved
WAPT English language assessment.
Upon completion of the WAPT assessment, a student may be identified as Limited English Proficient (LEP) and given
the option to attend an ESL (English as a
Second Language) school site.
The English as a Second Language
(ESL) program serves students whose
first language is not English and who
have difficulty speaking, reading, comprehending and writing English. The goal
of the program is to help students attain a
high level of English proficiency as soon
as possible. LEP students will take the
ACCESS assessment annually to measure improvement in English language
ability. Students are eligible to remain in
the program until their English ACCESS
scores indicate they are proficient in English. LEP students are assigned to regular
classes but also receive daily instruction
in English as a Second Language from a
highly qualified ESL teacher.
ESL sites are Ashley, Bolton, Brunson,
Easton, Forest Park, Gibson, Griffith,
Hall-Woodward, Ibraham, Jefferson,
Kernersville, Kimberley Park, Kimmel
Farm, Konnoak, Diggs-Latham, Middle
Fork, Mineral Springs, North Hills, Old
Richmond, Old Town, Petree, Rural Hall,
Sedge Garden, Smith Farm, South Fork,
Speas, Southwest, Union Cross, Walkertown and Ward elementary schools;
Clemmons, East Forsyth, Flat Rock,
Hanes, John F. Kennedy, Kernersville,
Mineral Springs, Northwest, Philo-Hill,
Southeast and Wiley middle schools; and
Atkins, Carver, East Forsyth, Glenn, John

F. Kennedy, Mount Tabor, North Forsyth,
Parkland, Reynolds and West Forsyth
high schools. Transportation is provided
to each site.

Title
1 Services
Elementary, middle and high school

students in qualifying schools participate
in a federally funded Title I program.
Schools qualify for funds based on students’ economic needs.
Title I programs generally offer a variety of services, including additional
teachers and support staff; extra time for
instruction; a variety of teaching methods
and materials; smaller classes; and additional training for school staff. Schoolwide programs serve all students in the
school.
Parents are involved in planning the
program. They are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education
by communicating with teachers on a
regular basis, volunteering at the school,
attending school meetings and participating in parent workshops.

Board
of Education
The Board of Education has nine

members. They were elected in 2010 and
serve four-year terms, with two exceptions. John Davenport Jr. was selected
to fill Geneva Brown’s seat after Brown
resigned in 2011. Irene May was selected
to fill Donny Lambeth’s seat after Lambeth resigned in 2012.
The county is divided into two districts, with two members elected from
District 1, four from District 2, and three
at large.
Members receive compensation equal
to one half the amount paid to the county
commissioners.
The board acts only when meeting in
official session with a quorum of five
members. A majority of the members
present is required for a motion to pass.
No one acts in the name of the board unless authorized by the board to do so.

The board generally meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month.
The board schedule is available online
at wsfcs.k12.nc.us/boecalendar. Meetings begin at 6 p.m. in the auditorium at
the Education Building, 4801 Bethania
Station Road. Meetings are televised on
Cable 2 and are open to the public, except
when the board is in closed session.

The public is invited

The public is invited to participate in
board meetings. An agenda and “board
book” will be at the media table in the
back of the auditorium. They also are
available online at the Board of Education
section on the school system’s website.
To speak to the board, please register
at the media table. People may speak on
agenda items during the “Public Comments on Agenda Items” portion of the
meeting. People who wish to speak on
agenda items must sign up by 6 p.m.
Other comments are heard during the
“Meeting Open to the Public” segment
of the evening. Speakers may sign up to
speak during that time period at any point
during the meeting.
Please limit your remarks to three minutes. The board recorder will time each
speaker.
Although the board will listen to your
concerns about individual school problems, it recommends first working with
teachers and principals, who can resolve
most problems. If you believe that a
law, policy or rule has been violated,
you should use the grievance procedure
established by the board and explained
on pages 10 and 55. Matters that cannot
be resolved at the school level should be
taken to the appropriate assistant superintendent, then to the superintendent, before
approaching the board.

The superintendent is
appointed

Superintendent Beverly Emory was appointed by the board in 2013. She directs
the school system in accordance with
board policy and state law. She manages
the budget, supervises staff and students,
and makes recommendations about the
operation of the school system to the
board.

REPORTING CHILD ABUSE, NEGLECT Department of Social Services
by calling 703-2287.
AND DEPENDENCY

If a child shows signs of injury
or emotional damage which
could be the result of abuse
or neglect, school employees
are required by law (GS 7B300-312) to report suspected
incidents to the Forsyth County

The board usually meets two
times each month

and lacks an appropriate alternative child-care arrangement.
Consultation with the principal,
Additionally, the law requires
school social worker and counthe reporting of dependency. For selor is recommended but does
the purposes of the reporting
not supersede the law to report.
law, a child is dependent when
(Policy 5140)
the parent, guardian or custodian is not able to provide for
DSS will determine if your report
the child’s care or supervision,
warrants an investigation.
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A one-time report of neglect
or dependency may not be sufficient for an investigation to
take place; therefore further incidents also should be reported.
Child Protective Services at DSS
will work with the family and
other agencies to help overcome
the problem and protect the
child.

S

T

U

D

E N

T -

P A

R

E

N

T

H A N D B O O K
2013-14 Board of Education

A.L. “Buddy” Collins
430 W. Mountain Street
Kernersville, NC 27284
996-6900 (H)
bcollins2@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

John Davenport Jr., vice chair
2441 Kingsgate Drive
Winston-Salem, NC 27101
744-1636 (W)
jdavenport@davenportworld.com

Jane D. Goins, chair
1907 Pinehurst Drive
Lewisville, NC 27023
945-9652 (H)
jgoins@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Victor Johnson, Jr.
2315 Manchester Street
Winston-Salem, NC 27105
722-2189 (H)
vjohnson@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Irene May
5310 Forest Mill Drive
Pfafftown, NC 27040
546-8430 (H)
ismay@wsfcs.k12.nc.u

Jeannie A. Metcalf
504 Knob View Drive
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
768-2270 (H)
jmetcalf@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Elisabeth Motsinger
6548 Woodmere Drive
Walkertown, NC 27051
793-5222 (H)
emotsinger@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Marilyn Parker
3090 Copeland Road
Winston-Salem, NC 27103
749-4310 (H)
mparker@wsfcs.k12.nc.us

Jill A. Tackabery
4109 Gladstonbury Road
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
768-2501 (H)
tack4schools@triad.rr.com
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